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P R E F A C E.

DEADER,
'"

MY defjgn in detaining you with a pre-

face, is not merely a recommendation of the following

work; its character has been defcribed by pens more
capable than mine, and its real value aflerted by names

much more entitled to your confidence and refpe^t. Du-
ring the period of one hundred and fifty years the reli-

gious world have affigned it nearly the firlt rank among
books of human compofition, and its feal is irapreffed

on the hearts of multitudes both finners and faints; to

the former it has been effeRual, through the grace of

the Holy Ghoft, for their converfion, to the latter for

their greater eftablifhment and confolation.

My defign in addreffing you is only to expoftulate

with you thankfully to receive and diligently to improve

it. We learn from the facred oracles that fome have a

form of godlinefs^ who are, notwithftaiiding, deftitute

of its living power ; that many will approach the Savi-

our at laft and knock, f^yi'^g^ Lord, Lord, open to us ;

Tve have eat and drunk in thy prefence and thou hajl taught

in our jiretts ; to whom he v/iii reply, / know you not

Tuhenceyou are : departfrom me all ye workers ofiniquity.

In the following treatife thou mayell learn to which

clafs of profeflbrs thou belonged now, and in which thy

doom may be expeQed at laft. Here thy fears, thy

joys, thy defires, thy hopes are laid in the unerring ba-

lance of the fanftuary and impartially weighed. This

little volume, by a plain exhibition of divine truth to

the underftanding and by a powerful apphcation of it to

the heart, is eminently calculated to convince the care-

lefs of their danger, to inftrud in the true method offal-

J*
vation the ignorant and erroneous ; to ftrip the vain

'

formaUft of his felf-deceiving mafk ; to anfwer the objec-

I tions and allay the fears of the weak and the timid, to

\ brighten the evidences of the doubting, and cheer with



the light of heaven the fpiritual pilgrim, while he is tra-

vellinf; lo hb Father's houfc. Reader, perufc it with

all poffible attention and impanially compare thine exer-

Cifes with that divine llandard which it prefents, becaul'e

on this Trial oj a Sa-ving- Initrejl in Chriji thy foul is

eternally concerned. If like iliefoolijli virgins^ thou

haR only the lamp of a profeffion, better to difcover the

miflake now while oil is flowing from Jefus the Living

Head, than l;crcafier, when all communication fhall be

iLifpcnded and he that is lonjafl Jhall he unjujt JHll ; if

when weighed in the balance thou artfound -wanting^ bet-

terto know it in time v;hile the offers of reconciliation

nre repeated, than hereafter when the door of mercy fhall

be finally doled and the Lord God JhallJwear m his

-wrath that thouJh alt 7iot enter into his reJL

Again, after the examination of thine eRate has been

impanially made, if thou art left without any comfort-

able afiurance of an Inierejl in Chriji^ this treatife di-

re6ts thee how to attain it; how to 'riiakc thy calling and
eledion furcy by embracing Jefus with his eternal re-

demption as tendered freely in the gofpel ; a balm is

here exhibited for thy difeafes hov/cvcr complicated; an
open door is held forth to view by which thou mayeih

enter the city of refilge and be eternally fecured., from the

avenger of blood ; Jclus the friend of finners ; Jefus
" wljofe facrihce is the foul*s ranfom, whofe righieous-

iiefs is the foul's raiment," whofe conlolations are the

ibuTs life and fupport is clearly exhibited and indifcrim-

iiiately offered to every reader. The fountain of life is

unfcaled and its healing waters drawn forth and tendered
to any pcrfon that is fpiritually athirll.

A -few chriflian friends in this and other places have
united their contributions to publilh and circulate thro'

vour fctilefnents this precious treat. Receive it, bre-

liiicn, as an unfeigned teftimony of our fympathy with

;.
ou in your dcfolate fituation and 6uv fervent concern

i;jr your eternal welfare. The prcient may, poflibly,.

bo the lafl fcrvice of this nature which fome of us fhall

opportunity of rendering you, thi^' conhder-
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ation encreafes our folicitude that the ofFering may not
be coldly received or carelefsly improved. Although
we are remote from many of you in local fituation, we
efteem you our hrethren by natare ; we would long over
you in the bowels of our Lord Jefus Chrijl, and cheer-
fuWyfpend and befpent ihd^i your fouls might be faved in
the terrible day of his coming. Should this mean of
falvation which, through the good hand ofour God help*
ing, we are enabled to carry to your abodes be blefied
for awakening any thoughtlefs reader or encouraging
any weak and wavering reader, we iliall confider our-
felves rewarded ten thoufand fold; we fhall confider our-
fdves unfpeakably honoured in being employed as in-
flruments of bringing glory to Jefus and furtherance to

your fpirUualjoy. But on the other hand, fhould it lay-

in your habitations difpifed or negletled, our fouls
mull weep for you in Jeertt places. We know that
by founding the alarm v/e become guiltlefs of your
blood -whether you hear orforbear^ but we are not fa-

tisfied barely with efcaping ourfelves ; we would wiU
lingly be milrumental in refcuing you from deftruaion
snd behold you at lad (landing \(fore theprefencr.ofhis
glory with exceeding jcy. With thefe affurances of af-
fe6bon to your fouls and folicitude for their eternal fal-

vation we conclude /r^jj'2/7^ ji;o2^ m Chrijl^sjiead^ be ye
reconciled to God,

Noiu, that our Lord Jefus Chrijl himfelf and God e-

ven our Father which hath loved us and given us cverlafi-
ing confolation and good hope through grace^ may com-
fort your hearts andfabhjh you in every good word and
work IS, in the name of tliefe your fpiritaal benefaaors,
the prayer of your unworthy fervant,

ALEXANDER PROUDFIT.
Salem, January 2'^^ 1805.





INTRODUCTION.
SINCE there be so many people living under the ordu

nancesy pretending, without ground, to a special interest in

Christ, and to his favor and salvation^ as is clear, «* 3Iani/

will say to me in that day^ Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied

in thy name, and in thy name have cast out devils, and in thxj

name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess

unto them, I never knew you ; depart from me, ye that work

iniquity.V " Afterwards came also the other virgins, saying.

Lord, Lord, open to us. But he answered and said. Verily I
say untoyou, I knowyou not,'' " Strive to enter in at the strait

gate i Jor many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall

not be able" And since many, who have good ground of claim

to Christ are not esablished irir the confidence of hisfavour, but

remain in the dark, without comfort, hesitating concerning the

reality ofgodliness in themselves, and speaking Utile to the com^

mendation of religion to others, especially in the time of their

straits, I shall speak a little to two things of the greatest con-'

cernment : The one is. How a person shall know if he hath a

true and special interest in Christ, and whether he doth layjust

claim to God'sfavour and salvation ? The other is. In case a

person/all short in theforesaid trial,' what course he shall take

for 7naking sure God'sfriendship and salvation to himself ?





THE

TRIAL or a SAVING INTEREST in CHRIST.

FART I.

«l\jESTION, >.»HowJhall a Man know if he hath a true and

fpecial Interejl in christ, and whether he hath^ or may

lay claim jujily to^ God's favor andfalvation?

Cftaptet L

A man's interest in CHRIST MAY BE KNOWN. '

SECTION I.

It is a matter of the highefl importance^ and is to be de-

termined by Scripture,

BEFORE we fpeak directly to the quef-

tion, we fhall premife fome things, to make way for the

anfwer.

Firfl^ That a man's intereft in Chrift, or his gracious

Hate, may be known, and that with more certainty than

people do conjecture ; yea, and the knowledge of it may
be more eafily attained unto than many do imagine :

—

for not only hath the Lord commanded men to know
their intereft in him, as a thing attainable, " Examine
yourfelves whether ye be in the faith," " Give diligence

to make your calling and ele6lion i'ure ;" but many of

the faints have attained unto the clear perfuafion of their

intereft in Chrift, and in God as their own God. How
often do they call him their God and i\\Q\v portion ? and

how perfuaded is Paul " that nothing can feparate him
from the love of God?*' Therefore the knowledge of a

man's gracious ftate is attainable.
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And this knowledge of it, which may be attained, is

no fancy and bare conceit, but it is moft fure^ " Doubt-
lefs thou art our Father,** faith the prophj^Cir^ ^be name
of the church. It is clear thus^tT/That can be no
fancy, but a very fure knovvl^dge^which doth yield to a

rational man comfort in moft real ftraits : but fo doth

this ;
" When the people fpake of ftoning David, he

encouraged himfelf in the Lord his God.** He faith

there, " he will not be afraid of ten thoufands that rife

againft him." Compare thefe words with that pfalm,
'' But thou, O Lord, art a fhield for me : my glory,

and the lifter up of mine head.*' " The Lord is my
light, and my falvation, whom fhall I fear ? the Lord is

the Itrengih ofmy life, of whom fliall I be afraid ? Tho*
an hoft Ihould encamp againft me, my heart (hall not

fear : though war fliould rife againft me, in this will I

be confident." (2.) That is a fure knowledgeof a thing

which maketh a wife merchant fell all he hath that he

may keep it fare ; that maketh a man forego children,

lands, life, and fuffer the fpoiling of all joyfully : but

fo doth this. (3.) That muft be a fare and certain

knowledge, and no fancy, whereupon a man voluntari-

ly and freely doth adventure his foul when he is ftepping

into eternity, with this word in his mouth, " This is all

my defire :" but fuch a knowledge is this.

And again, not only may a godly man come to the

fure knowledge of his gracious ftate, but it is more eafi*

ly attainable than many do apprehend : for fuppofing,

what fhall be afterwards proved, that a man may know
the gracious work of God's Spirit in himfelf; if he will

but argue rationally from thence, he fhall be forced to

conclude his interest in Chrift, unlefs he deny clear Scrip-

ture truths. I Ihall only make ufe of one here, becaufc
we are trfTpeak more direttly to this afterwards. A god-
ly man may argue thus, Whofoever receiveth Chrift

are juftly reputed the children of God, " But as many
as received him, to them gave he power to become the
fons of God ;" but I have received Chrift all the ways
which the word there can import ; for I pleafe the de^
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vke of falvation by Chrift ; I agree to the terms ; I weU
come the offer of Chrift in all his offices, as a King to

rule over me, a Prieft to offer and intercede for me, a
Prophet to teach me ; I lay out my heart for him and
towards him, refting on him as I am able. What elfe

can be meant by the word receiving ? Therefore may
I fay, and conclude plainly and warrantably, I am juft-

ly to reckon myfelf God^s child according to the afore-

faid Scripture, which cannot fail*

The Second thing to be premifed isj That a man be
favingly in covenant with God is a matter of the higheft

importance ; " It is his life /' and yet very few have or

feek after a faving intereft in the covenant, and many
foolifhly think they have fuch a thing without any folid

ground : " Few find, or walk, in the narrow way."—

-

This fhould alarm people to be ferious*about the mat-
ter, fince it is of fo great confequence to be in Chrift,

and fince there be but few that may lay juft claim to

him ; and yet many do foolifhly fancy an intereft in him,

who are deceived by a falfe confidence, a.s ih^/oolijli vir-

gins do*

The Third thing to be premifed is, Men muft refolve

to be determined by Scripture in this matter of their in=

tereft in Chrift. The Spirit fpeaking in the Scripture is

judge of all controverfies :
" To the law and to thetef-

timony ; if they fpeak not according to this word, it is

becaufe there is no light in them ," and of this alfo, whe-
ther a man be favingly in covenant with God or not.—
Therefore do not mock God whilft you feem to fearch

after fuch a things If we prove from Scripture, .which

is the uncontroverted rule, that you are gracious, and
have ftricken covenant favingly with God, then refolve

to grant fo much, and to acquiefce in k : and if the con-
trary appear, let there be a determination of the contro-

verfy, elfe you do but 7nock the Lord, and fo '^^ your
bands fhall be made ftrong ;** for " a jot of his word
cannot fail :" Therefore feek eye-falve from Chrift to

judge of things according as the word of God fliall dif-

cover them to be.
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SECTION \\.

Reajons why Jo few come to the clear knowkdgi of theif

Interejl in Christ.

THE Fourth thing to be premifed is, Although the

matter of a man's intcreft in Chrift be of fo great import-

ance, and the way to attain to the knowledge of it fo

plainly held forth in the Scriptures, yet there be but few

who reach the diftintl knowledge of it. And that this

may not difcourage any perfon from attempting it, I

fhall hint fome few reafons why fo few come to the clear

knowledge of it ; which will alfo prepare the way for

what is to be fpoken afterwards.

The frft thing which doth hinder many from the

knowledge of their intereft in Chrift, is their ignorance

of fome fpecial principles of religion : as (i.) That it

was free love in God's bofom, and nothing in man, that

moved him to fend a Saviour to perfecl the w^ork of re-

demption, " God fo loved the world, that he gave his

only bcgouon Son." Men are ftill fceking fome ground
for that bufinefs in themfelves, which If^-ds away from
fuitable and high apprehenfions of the firft fpring and
rife of God's covenant-favor to his people, which hath

no reafon, caufe, or motive in us ; and fo they cannot
come to the knowledge of their intereft.

(2.) They are ignorant how that love doth efFe61ual-

ly dilcover iifelf to a man's heart, fo as he hath ground
to lay claim to it, viz. That ordinarily it doth, ift^ dif-

covcr^ his broken Itate in himfelf, becaufe of fm and cor-

ruption defiling the whole man, and any thing in him
that might be called a righteoufnef^ ; " All thefe things

arc lofs and dung." 2^/)', It difcovereth Chrift as the

full and fatisf) ing treafure above all things; " The man
finds a treafure, for which with joy he fellcth all."

—

3(//)', It dcicrniineth the heart, and caufcth it to ap-

proach unto a living God in the ordinances :
" Bleffed

is the man whom thou chufeft, and caufeft to approach
unto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts/* and caufeth
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the lieart to wait upon him, and him alone; " My foul,

wait thou only upon God," Thus having dropped in

the feed of God in the heart, and formed Chriji there,

tht heart is changed and made new in the forefaid work,
and God's law is fo damped upon the heart in that

change, that the whole yoke of Chrift is con^niended to

the man without exception ; the laio is acknowledged
good^ holy, juft, and fpiritual. Upon all which, from
that new principle of life, there flow out a6ts of a new
life, *' faith worketh by love ;*' and the man becometh
*' afervant of righteoufnefs unto God," which doth ef-

pecially appear in the fpijjituality of worfhip ; men then
*' ferve God in fpirit and truth ; and in the newnef:» of

the fpirit, and not in the oldntfs of the letter ;" and ten-

dernefs in all manner of convcrfation ; the man then
*' exercifeth himfelf how to keep a confcience void of of-

fence towards God and towards men/' Now this way
doth the love of God difcover itfelf unto man, and a6t-

eth on him, fo as he hath ground of laying fome good
claim to it; fo as hemay juitly-think that the love which

lent a Saviour had refpett to fuch a man as hath found
thefe things made out unto him. Surely ignorance in

this doth hinder many from the knowledge of their inter-

cftin Chrift; for if a man know not how God worketh

with a perfon, fo as he may juftly lay claim to his love,

which was from eternity, he will wander in the dark,

and not come to the knowledge of an intereft in him.

(3.) Many are alfo ignorant of this, that God alone

is the hope of his people : he is called the Hope ofIfra-

tl ; although inherent qualifications are evidences of it,

yet the Raying of the heart upon him as a full bleffmg

and fatisfying portion is faith ;
" the faith and hope

muftbein God;" and the only proper condition which

giveth right to the faying bleflings of the covenant ;

—

'' to him that worketh not, but believeth—faith is coun-

ted foi* righteoufnefs.'* Indeed, if any perfon take li-

berty here, and turn grace into wantonnefs, there is

without doubt m fo far adelufion; fince there '' is mer.-

cv v/ith him, upon condition that it conciliate fear to

B
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him :" Yea, hardly can any man, who hath found the

forefaid exprcflions of God*s love made out upon him,

make a cloak of the covenant for hnful liberty without

fome mcafurc of a fpiritual confliB ; in this refpeQ, '* he

that is born of God doth not fin ;" and, "he who doth

fo fin hath not fecn God /* I fay, God is the hope of

his people, and not their own holinefs. If they intend

honefly, and long ferioufly to be like unto him, many
failings ihould not weaken their hope and confidence,

for it is in him " who changeth not ;" " and if any man
finneth, he hath an advocate." Now, when men place

their hope in any other thing befide the Lord, it is no
\vonder they be kept in a Itaggering condition, according

to the changes of the thing which they make the ground
of their hope, fmce they give not to God the glory due

to his name, and which he will not give to another.

—

*' They who know thy name will put their truft in thee,"
^* My glory will I not give to another : I am the Lord,
that is my name.'*

(4.) Many are ignorant of the different ways and de-

grees of God's working with his people, and this doth

much darken their knowledge, and reflex afts of their in-
' terefl in him. This ignorance doth run mainly on three

heads. (1.) They are ignorant of the different degrees

and ways of that law-work which ordinarily dcaleth with

men, and of the different ways how the Lord bringeth

home people at firft to Chrift. They confider not that

the Jailor is not kept an hour in bondage ; Paul is kept

in fufpenfc three days, Zaccheus not one moment.

—

(2.) They are ignorant of, at Icaft they do not confider,

how different the degrees of fanBification are in the faints,

and the honorable appearings thereof before men in

fome ; and the fad blcmifliings thereof in others. Some
are very blamelcls, and more free of grofs out-break-
ings, adorning their profelTion much, as Job, chap. i.

and Zacharias, Luke i. Thefe are laid to be " perfect

and upright, fearing God, and efchewingevil; righteous

before God, walking in all the commandments and or-

dinances of the Lord blamelcfs :" others werefubjed to
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Y«ry grofs and fad evils, as Solomon, Afa, Sec, (3.) They
arc ignorant of the different communications of God's
face, and exprefiions of his prefence. Some do walk

much in the hght of God's countenance, and are much
in fenfible fellowfliip with him, as David was ; others

are " all their days kept in bondage thr*^ar of death.'*

Surely the ignorance of the different ways of God*s
working and dealing with his people doth very much
darken the knowledge of their interelt in him, whillt they

ufually flint the Lord to one way of working, which he

doth not keep, as we have fliewed in the former examples.

Thefecond thing which doth darken men about their

intereft in Chrift is, there is one thing or other wherein

their heart in fome refpeQ doth condemn them, as deal-

ing deceitfully and guilefully with God. It is not to be

expededthat thefe can come to clearnefs about their in-

tereft whofe heart doth condemn them for keeping up
fome known tranfgreifion againft the Lord, which they

will not let go, neither are uiing the means which they

know to be appointed by God for delivering them from

it : neither can thefe come to clearnefs who know fome
pofitive duty commanded them in their ftations, which

they deceitfully fhift and fliun, not clofing cheerfully

with it, or not willing to be led into it : thefe are alfo.,

in fome refpe6t, condemned of their own heart, as the

former fort ; and in that cafe it is diiScult to come to a

diftinti knowledge of their flate, "If our heart condemn
us not, then have we confidence towards God." It is

fuppofed there, that a felf-condemning heart maketh

void a man's confidence proportionally before God.

I do. not deny but that men may on good grounds

plead an intereft in Chrift in the cafe of prevailing ini»

quity, ,

" Iniquities prevail againft me ; as for our tranf^

greflions thou Ihalt purge them away." " I fee anoth-

er law in my members warring againft the law of my
mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of fin

which is in my members. O wretched man that I am,

who fn all deliver me from the body of this death ! I

thank God through Jefas Chrift our Lord, So thenj
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^^rith the mind I myfelf ferve the law of God, but wii..

the flefii the law of lin." But it is hard to be attained^

if at alliattainable, when the heart is dealing deceitfully^

and entertaini!ig known guile in a particular : therefore

let people clear «tbemfelves of the particular which they

know too wdj^.lt is the thing which doth meet them,

marring theilfS||(lfftence and accef. in all their approach-

es unto God; fee Judg. x. lo, 13—the idolatries of

the people are call up to them by the Lord, and their

fuit rqjeded thereupon. That which draweth away the

heart firft in the morning, and laft at night, like " an o-

ven heated at night, and it burneth as a flaming fire iit

the morning,'* fpv>ken of the wicked, and taketh up their

thoughts often on their bed ; as it is faid of fome, " He
devifeth mifchief upon his bed,*'<&:c. That which dotii

lead away the heart in time of religious duty ordinarily,,

and the remembrance of which hath power to enliven

and quicken the fpirits more than the remembrance of
God, fo as " their heart is after the heart of fome detef-

table thing /* that which withftandeth men when they

would gripe the promife, as God cafteth up men's fins

to ihem who are meddling with his covenant ;
" What

haft thou to do to declare my ftatutes, or that thou
fhouldlt take my covenant in thy mouih ?** that is the

thing which doih mar the knowledge of a gracious ftate >
let it go, and it will be more eafy to reach the know^
ledge of an intereft in Chrill.

The third thing which hindereth the knowledge of an
intereft in Chrift is, a fpirit of floth and careleTs negli-

gence in many. They complain that they know not
whether they be in Chrift or not : but as few take pains-

• to be in him, fo few take pains to try if they be in him.
It is a work and bulincfs which cannot be done fleeping,.

" Examine yourfelves whether ye be in the faith ; prove
your own felves : knov/ ye not your own felves,"^ The
ieveral words ufed there, viz. Examine^ prove, knowy
•—fay that there is a labour in it; " diligence muft be
ufed to make our calling and ele8ion fare.'* It is a
bulincfs. above Iklh and blood ; the '^ holy anointing
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which teacheih all things," muft make us '^ kn^V the
things freely given us of God." Shall the Lcgtfljfeart

SL bulinefs of fo great concernment, and not^^BLch
as " be inquired after to do it for men ?'* Be aromied,
you who fpend fo much time in readin|[^£rpmances, in

adornmg your perfons, in hawking ^JjIPI^tlng, in con-
fulling the law concerning your odtward (late in the

%vorld, and it may be in worfe things tfTari thefe ; be a-

fhamed that you ipend fo little time in the fearch of this,

whether ye be an heir of glory or not ? Whethjifc you
be in the way that leadeth to heaven, or that way which
will land you in darknefs for ever ? You who judge this

below you, and unworthy of your pains any part or
minute of your time, it is like, in God's account, you
have judged yourfelves unzvonhy of everlajling life^ fo

as you (hall have no'lot with Goa's people in this matter.

The fourih thing that doth darken the knowledge ofan
intereit in Chrift is. Men do not condefcend upon what
would fatisfy them. They complain that God will not
fhew unto them what he is about to do with them, but
cannot yet fay they knov^ what would fatisfy concerning
his purpofe. This is a fad thing. Shall we think thefe

are ferious who have never as yet pitched on what would
fatisfy them, nor are making earned inquiry after what
fhould fatisfy ? If the Lord had left us in the dark in

that matter, we were lefs inexcufablc; but fmce the

grounds of fatisfaQion, and the true marks of an inter-

eft in Chrift, are fo clear and frequent in fcripture, and
ib '' many things written, thatour joy may be full,"and
'' that thofe who believe may know that they have eter-

nal life,^' and fince " he that believeth hath a witnefi of
it in himfelf," none can pretend excufe here. We may
not here iniift to ftiow what may and ftiould fatisfy con-
cerning our intereft, fmce we are to fpeak directly to i;:

afterwards.

The fifth thing that helpeth much to keep men in the

dark concerning their intereft in Chrift is, they pitch

upon fome mutable grounds, which are not fo appoiite

proofs of the truth of an intereft in Chrift as of the com-
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fortabli^ (late of a triumphing foul failing before the

winjA|U|d marks, which I grant are precious in them-

felv^^Htd do make out an intereft clearly where they

are ^K^ they are fuch as without which an intereft in

Chrifl: may be^|«3d be known alfo in a good meafurc.

We (hall £oj|^B|w of them.

i/?5 Som^^HJPcLt all who have a true intereft in him

are above t^^Wevailing power of every fin : but this is

contrary to that of " Iniquities prevail againft me ; as for

our yj^ifgreflTions thou ihalt purge them away :** where

we hna that holy man laying juft claim to pardon, in

the cafe of prevailing iniquity; and that where " Paul

thanketh God through Chrift, as freed from the con-

demnation of the law, even whilll a law in his members
leadeth captive unto hn."

2<i/>', Some think that all true faints have conftantly

accefs unto God in prayer, and fenfible returns

of prayer at all times ; but this is contrary to the

many lad exercifes of his people, complaining often

that they are not heard nor regarded of God, " How
long wik thou forget me, O Lord ? For ever ?

how long wilt thou hide thy face from me ?*' " My
God, my God, why haft thou forfaken me ? Why art

thou fo far from helping me, and from the words of my
roaring ? O my God, I cry in the day time, but thou

heareft not; and in the night-feafon, and am not filent."

^dI/}>^ Some think that all who have any true intereft

in him have God witneffing the fame unto them by a high j
operation of that xuitnejfing Spirit of his, fpoken of

Rom. viii. 16. '^ The Spirit itfelf beareth witnefs with

our I'pirit that we are the children of God ;** whereof

afterwards; and fo they ftill fufpe^jt their own intereft in

Chrift, becaufeof the want of this. But they do not

remember that they muft firft believe and give credk to

that " record which God hath given of the Son, that

there is life enough in him" for men, and then look for

the feal and vvitncfs of the Spirit; '' in whom, after ye
believed, ye were fealed vvkh that holy fpirit ol'promife."

As long as people hold faft thefe piincipicsj and thehkcj
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they can hardly come to the knowledge of their graci-
ous ftate, which God hath warranted people to prove
and clear up to themfelvesj otherways than by* thefe
forcfaid things.

SECTION m.

Some 7nijlakes concerning an Interejl inTCkriJl reinoved^
'''^

''

THE jijth thing to be premifed is^ the removal of
fome miftakes whereinto people may readily run them-
felves, when we are about to prove their intereft in

Chrift.

As
\fi^

It is a miftake to think that every one who is

in Chrift doth know that he is in him ; for many are

truly gracious, and have a good title to eternal life, who
do not know fo much, until it be made out afterwards:
*' Thefe things are written to believers, that they raav

know they have a true title to eternal life ;'^ that is, that

they may know they are believers, and fo it is fuppof^d
they knew it not belore.

2c//v, It is a miRake to think that all who come to the

knowledge of their intereft in Chrift do attain an equal

certainty about the fame. One may fay, " he is per-

fiiaded nothing prefent, or to come, can feparate him
from the love of God,*' another cometh but this length

" I believe, help ray unbelief."

%dly-, It is a miftake to think that every one who at-

taineth a ftrong perfuafion of his intereft doth always

hold there ; for he who to-day may fay of the Lord,
" he is his refuge,'* and " his portion," will at another

time fay, " He is cut off," and will afk, " if the truth of

God's promife doth fail for evermore V*

4.tbly^ It is alfo a miftake to think that every oAe who
doth attain a good knowledge of their gracious ftate can

formally anfwer all objections made to the contrary ; but

yet they may hold faft the conclufion, and fay, " 1 know
vvhom I have believed." There be few grounds of the

Chriftian religion, whereof many people are fo perfaad-

ed, as that they are able to maintain them formally a-
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gainft all arguments brought to the contrary ;. and yet

they t^ay and will hold the concluuon iledfaftiy a;

ju(llvi| fo it is in this cafe in hand.

^tWy^ It is no lefs a miftake to imagine that tht;

groundlefs corxfidence, which many profane ignorant .

theifts do ^^jtik^t is this knowledge of an interell ui

Chrid which wSpJead for. Many do falfely avow him
*' to be their 'leather," and many look for heaven who
will be beguiled with thofe "foolifh virgins,'* yet we muil

not think, becaufe of this, that all knowledge of an inte-

reft is a delufion and fancy, although thefe fools be de-

ceived ; for, whilft thoufands are deluded, fome can fay

on good and folid grounds, *' We know that we are of

God, and that the whole worki lieth in wickednefs,"

Chapter ii.

SECTION

L

The Ways hy -which the Lord draweth fome to Chriji^

xvithout aftiifible preparatory Law-zDorL

HAVING premifed thefe things, it now
followeth that we give fome marks by which a man may
know if he be favingly in covenant w^ith God, and hath

a fpccial interell in Chrift, fo as lie may warrantably lay

claim to God's favor and falvation. We Ihall only

pilch Lipon two great and principal marks, not willing to

trouble people with many.
But before we fall upon thefe, we will fpeak of a pre-

paratory work of the law, whereof the Lord doth ordi-

narily make ufvi to prepare his own way in men's fouls.

This may have its own weight, as a mark, with fome
peffons. It is called the Work of the Law, or, the

Woik of Humiliati(jn. It hath fjme proportion to

that " fpirit of bondage," and doth now under the New
Teftament anfvver unto it, and ufually leadeth on to tb-*

" Spirit of adoption."
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Only, here, let it be remembered, i. That wc are not
£0 fpeak of this preparatory work of the law as a nega-
tive mark of a true intereil in Chrift, as if none might
lay claim to God's favor who has not had this prepara-

tory work, in the feveral fteps of it, as we are to fpeak

of it ; for, as we (hall hear, the Lord doth not always

keep that path with men. 2. The great reafon why we
fpeak of it is, becaufethe Lord dealeth with many, whom
he doth effeBually call, by fome fach preparatory work:
and to thofe, who have been fo deak w^ith it may prove
ilrengthening, and will confirm them in laying the more
weight on the marks which follow. 3. It may help to

encourage others, who are under fuch bondage of fpirit,

as a good prognoftic of a gracious work to follow ; for,

as we fhall circumftantiate it, it will be rarely found to

mifcarry and fail of a gracious iffue. 4. Where God
ufeth fuch a preparatory work, he doth not keep one
"way or meafure in it, as we fliall hear.

For the more dillinft handling of this preparatory

work, we fhall fhortly hint the rnoft ordinary ways by
which the Lord leadeih people in unto the covenant fa-

vingly, and draweth them unto Chrift.

Firjl^ There are fome called from the womb, as John
the Baptift was, or in their very young years, before

they can be deeply engaged aQively in Satan's ways, as

Timothy ; it cannot be fuppofed that thofe have fuch

a preparatory work as we are to fpeak of. And becaufe

fome perfons may pretend to this way of effeftual call-

ing, we offer thefe marks of it, whereby thofe who have

been fo called may be confirmed.

ijl. Such ufe from their childhood to be kept free of

ordinary pollutions wherewith children ufually are defi-

led ; as fwearing, lying, mocking of religion and religi-

ous perfons, ^c. Thofe whom God called effeQually

he fan8ifieth them from the time of that efFe6tual call-

ing : " Sin cannot have dominion over them" as ovear

others, " becaufe they are under grace.'*

Q.dly. Religion is, as it were, natural to them ; I mean,

thev need not be much preffed to religious duties even

C
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Avhcn they are but children ; they run willingly that way^
becaufe there h an inward principle of " love conftrain-

ing them,*' fo as they yield themfeivcs fervants of righ-

teoufnefs," without outward conftraint. -

3^/r. Although fuch know not when they were firft

acquainted with God, yet they have afterwards fuch ex-

ercifes of fpirit befalling, as the faints in Scripture, of

v/hofc firfl converfation wehear not, do fpcak of. They
are fhut out from God, upon fome occafion, now and

then, and are admitted to come nearer again to their ap-

prehenfion : their heart is alfo further broken up by the

ordinances, as is faid of Lydia ; and ordinarily they do
remember when fome fpecial bit of religion and duty,

or w^hen fome hn, of vt^hich they were not taking notice

before, was difcovered to them. They who can apply

thefe things to themfeivcs, have much to fay for their ef-

fe61ual calling from their youth.

S^.condly. Some are brought into Chrill in a fbvereign

gofpcl-way, when the Lord, by fome few words of love

fwallowing up any law-w^ork, quickly taketh a perfon

prifoner at the firit, as he did Zaccheus, and others, who,
upon a word fpoken by Chriil, did leave all and follow

him ; and we hear no noife of a law-work deaUng with

them before they clofc with Chrill Jefus.

And becaufe fome may pretend to this way of calling

ve fhall touch fome things moft remarkable in thattranf-

a6lion with Zaccheus, for their clearing and confirma-

tion, (i.) He had fome dehre to fee Chrilt, and fuch

a defirc as made him wave that vvhich fome would have
judged prudence and difcretion, whillt he climbeth up
upon a tree that he might lee him. (2.) Chrift fpake ta

his heart, and that word took fuch hold upon him that

prefently with joy he did accept of Chrift's offer, and
clofjth with Chrift as Lord, whiHl few of any note were
following him. (3.) Upon this his heart doth open to

the poor, although it fcems he was a covetous mau be

fore. (4.) lie hath a due impreffion of his former ways,
evidencing his refpe6t to the law of Moles, and this he dofh

iignify before all the company thea prcfent, not caring



SAVING INTEREST IN CHRIST." 1^ >'

to (hame himfelf in fach things as probably were known
to the world. (5.) Upon all thefe things, Chrill confir-

meth and ratifieth the bargain by his word ; recommend-
ing to him that onenefs of intereft which behoved to be

between him and the faints, and the thoughts of his own
loft condition if Chrift had not come and fought him,

and found him : all which are clear.

We grant the Lord calleth fome fo, and if any can lay

claim to the fpecial things we have now hinted, they have

a good confirmation of God's dealing with them from
that Scripture ; neither are they to vex themfelves be-

caufe of the want of a diitintt preparatory law-work, if

their heart hath yielded unto Chrift ; for a lavv-work is

not defirable, except for this end. Therefore Chrift

doth offer himfelf diredly in the vScripture, and people

are invited to come to him : and akhough many will

not come to him v/ho is the cautioner, until the fpirk of

bondage diftrefs them for their debt, yet if any, upon the

knowledge of their loft eftate, would flee and yield to

Chrift, none might warrantably prefs a law-work upon

them.

As for others, whom Chrift perfuaded by a word io

follow him ; whatfoever he did, or howfoever he fpakc

to them, at his firft meeting with them, we muft ration-

ally fuppofe that then he difcovered fo much of their

own neceffity, and his own fulinefs and excellency to

them, as made them quit all, and run after him : and if

he do fo to any, we crave no more, fince there is room
enough there for the Phyfician.

So that from all this, as fome may be confirmed and

ftrengthened, with whom God hath fo dealt, fo there is

no ground nor occafion for deluded fouls to flatter them-
' felves in their condition, who remain ignorant and fenfc-

Jefs of their own miferies, and Chrift's all-fufliciency^

and hold faft deceit.

Thirdly, There are fome brought into Chrift in a way

yet more declarative of his free grace ; and this is, when
' he effectually calleth men at the hour of death. We
iind (bmewhat recorded of this way in that pregnant ex-
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ample of the " thief on the crofs." Although this feerns

not very pertinent for the purpofe in hand, yet we (liall

fpeak a little of it, that on the one hand men may be

fparing to judge and pafs fentence upon either them-

felves or others before the lad gafp ; and we (hall fo

circumftantiate it, that, on the other hand, none may
dare to delay fo great a bufinefs to the laft hour of their

life.

We find thefe things remarkable in that bufinefs be-

tween Chrift and the thief, i. The man falleth at odds

with his former companion. 2. lie dareth not fpeak at

wrong word of God, whofe hand is on him, but juftifi*

eth him in all that is befallen. him. 3. He now feeth

Jefus Chrift perfecuted by the world without a caufc, Jj

and moft injurioufly. 4. He difcovereth Chriftto bea '

Lord and a King, whillt enemies feem to hold him in

contempt. 5. He believeth a being of glory after death

fo really, that he preferreth a portion of it to the prefent

fafety of his bodily life, which he knew Chrift was able :

to grant to him at that time, and he might have chofea
that with the other thief. 6. Although he was much a-

bafedin himfelf, and fo humbled, that he pleaded but '

that Chrift would remember him, yet he was nobly da-

ring to throw himfelf upon the covenant, on life and
death ; and be had fo much faith of Chrift's all-fuffici- '

cncy, that he judged a fimple remembrance from Chrift

would fatisfyingly do his bufinefs. 7, He acquicfced
fvveetly in the word which Chrift fpake to him for the

ground of his comfort. All which are very clear in the
;

cafe of that poor dying man, and do prove a very real

work of God upon his heart.

As this example may encourage fome to wait for good
from God, who cannot as yet lay clear claim to any gra-
cious work of his Spirit; fo we requeft all, as they love }

their fouls, not to delay their foul-bufmefs, hoping for ^

fiich a caft of Chrift's hand in the end, as too many do; ^

this being a rare miracle ofmercy with the glory where- v

of Chrift did honourably triumph over the ignominy of
hiicrofs ; a parraliel of which we Ihall hardly find in
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all the Scripture befide. Yea, as there be but few at all

faved, '* Many be called, but few chcf.;n;" andmoft few
faved this way ; fo the Lord hath peremptorily threaten-

ed to laugh at the calamity, and not to hear the cry of
fach as mocked formerly at his reproof, and would not
hear when he called to them ; " becaufe I have called,

and ye refufed, I have ftretched out my hand, and no
man regarded ; but ye have fet at nought all my coun-
fel, and would none of my reproof : I nKo will lau^h at

your calamity, 1 will mock when your fearcometh/'—

-

Which Scripture, although it doth not [hut mercy's
door upon any, who at the hour of death do fincerely

judge themfelves, and flee to Chrift, as this penitent thief

did ; yet it is certain, it implieth that very few, who ac-

cepteth not the offer until then, are honored with repent-

ance as he was : and fo their cry, as not being fincere,

and of the right ftamp, fhall not be heard.

SECT 10 N II.

The Work of the Law hy which the Lord prepares his

Way into Men's Souls ; which is either more violent

andJudden^ or more calm and gradual.

THE Fourth and mod ordinary way by which
many are brought in to Chrifl is by a clear and difcern-

able work of the law and humiliation ; which we ordina-

rily call thefpirit oj bondage^ as was hinted before. We
do not mean that every one whofe confcienceis weaken-
ed with fin and fear of wrath doth really clofe with

Chrift ; the contrary doth appear in Cain, Saul, Judas,
&c. But there is a convi6lion of fin, an awakening of

confcience, and work of humiliation, which, as we fhall

circumflantiate it, doth rarely mifcarry or fail of a gra-

cious iffue, but ordinarily doth rcfolve into the Spirit of
adoption^ and a gracious work of God's Spirit. And
becaufe the Lord dealeth with many finners this way,
and we find that many are much puzzled about the giv-

ing judgment of this law-v/ork, we fhall fpeak of it par-

ticularly.
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This work is cither more violent and fuddcnly expe

dited, or it is more foberand fparing, protrafted through

a greater length of time, and fb as the ftcps of it are ve-

ry difcernable. It is more violent in Tome, as in the

Jailor Paul, and fome other converts in the book of the

Acts of the AfiofJes, on whom Chrift did break in at an

inftanr, and fell on them as with fire and fword, and led

them captive terribly. And becaufe fome great legal

(bakings are deceitful, and turn to nothing, if not worfc,

U'c (hall point at fome things remarkable in thefe con-

verts fpoken of before, which did prove the work of the

law on them to have had a gracious iffue and refult.

—

i/l. Some word of truth or difpenfation putteth the per-

fon to a dreadful ftand, with a great ftir in the foul ;

*' fome are pricked in heart," " fome fall on trembling,*'

and this is fuch a llir, that the perfon is brought to his

wit's end :
" What wilt thou have me to do ?" faith Paul,

^' What mud I do to be faved ?" faith the Jailor.

—

adly. The perfon is content to have falvation and God's

friendfliip on any terms, as the queftion does import,

" Wiiat fhall I do ?" As if he had faid, What would I

not do ? What would I not forego ? What would I not

undergo ? 3d!y. The perfon accepteth the condition of-

fered by Chrift and his Icrvants, as is clear in the foie ci-

ted Scriptures, ^.f/i/y. The perfon prefently becometh
of one intereft with the faints, joining himfelf with that

perfccutcd focicty, putting refpetlon thofe whom he had
formerly perfecuted, joining and continuing with them
in the profeflion of Chrift on all hazards. Thofe with

v4iom the Lord hath fo dealt have much to fay for a gra-

cious work of God's Spirit in them ; and it is like, ma-
ny of them can date their work from fuch a particular

time and word, or difpenfation, and can give fome ac-

count of what pafTcd between God and them, and of a
fenfible change following in them from that time for-

ward ; as Paul <»iveth a good account of the v,7ork and
way of God with him afterwards.

Again, the Lord fometimes carricth on tliis work
more calmly, foftly, and fparingly, protracting it fo, as
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the feveral fteps of men's exercife under it are very dif-

cernable. 1 1 would draw a great length to enlarge every

Hep of it ; we fhall touch the moft oblervable things in it.

iJL The Lord layeth fiege to men, who, it may be,

have often refufcd to yield to him, offering him ielf in the

ordinances ; and by fome word preached, read, or

borne in on the mind, or by fome providence leading

in unto the word, he doth aiTault the houfe kept peace-

ably by the ftrong man the devil- and thus Chrilt, who
is the (Ironger man, cometh upon him, and by the fpi-

rit of truth, doth fallen the word on the man, in whicti

God*s curfe is denounced againft fach and fuch fins,

whereof the man knowcth himfelf guilty. The fpirit

convinccth the man, and bindeth it upon him, that he

is the fame pei fon againft whom the v/ord of God doth

fpeak, becaufe he is guilty of fuch fms ; and from fome
fins the man is led on to fee more, until ordinarily he

come to fee the fins of his youth, fins of omiffion. Sec,

yea, he is led on, until he fee himfelf guilty almoft of

the breach of the whole law ; he feeth " innumerable

evils compaffing him,'* as David fpeaketh in a fit of ex-

ercife. A man fometimes will fee ugly fights of fm in this

cafe, and is iharp -lighted to reckon an affinity to almolt

every fin. Thus " the fpirit cometh and convinceth

of fin."

2dly, The Lord fhaketh a fpecial flrong hold in the

garrifon, a refuge of lies, to which the man betaketh

himfelf when his fins are thus difcovered to him. The
poor man pretendeth to faith in Chrift, whereby he

thinks his burden is taken off him, as the Pharifees faid,

*' We have one father, even God/' they pretend to a

fpecial relation to God as a common Lord. The fpirit

of God beats the man from this by the truth of the fcrip-

turcs, proving that he hath no true faith, and lo no in-

terelt in Chriil, nor any true fdving grace ; fliewing

clear differences betv^'ecn the true grace and the counier-

feit fancies which the man bach in him ; and between

him and the truly godly, as Chrift iaboreth to do to thofe

m John viii. 42, 44, *' If God v/eix vour father, vc
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would lov« me. Ye are of the devil, for ye do the lufts

of fuch a father." So, "fear furprifeth the hypocrite

in heart,*' efpecially when the Lord d;fcovereth to him

conditions in many of thefe promifes wherein he trufted

mod not eafily attainable ; he now fecth grace and faith

another thing than once he judged them to be. Wc
may in fome refped apply that word here, '' The fpirit

convinceth him of fm, becaufe he hath not believed on
the fon ;'' he is particularly convinced of unbelief, he

feeth now a huge diltance between himfelfandthe godly,

who he thought before outltripped him only in fome un-

neceflary, proud, hateful precifenefs : he now feeth

himfelf deluded, and in the broad way with the perifh-

ing multitude : and fo in this fight of Iv's mifery, couch-

eth down under his own burden, which, before this

time, he thought Chrill did bear for him ; he now be-

ginneth to fear at the promifes, becaufe of that and fach

other words, " What hafl ihou to do to take my cove-

nant in thy mouth."
•^diy. The man becometh careful about his falvation,

and beginneth to take it to heart, as the one thing n^cef-

fary ; he is brought to this with the Jailor, " What
fhall I do to be faved ?" His falvation becometh the lead-

ing thing with him. It was leail in hi^ tlioughts before,

but now it prevaileth, and other things are much mifre-

garded by him. Since his foul is ready to perifh, " what

ihall it proht him to gain the world, if he lofe his foul ?*'

Some here are much puzzled with the thoughts of an

irrevocable decree to their prejudice, and with the fears

of uncertain death, which may attack them before x\icy

get matters put to a point ; and fome are vexed with

apprehenfions that they are guilty of the lin againfttheHo-

ly Choll, which is unpardonable, and lb arc driven a

dangerous length, Satan dill calling up to them many
fad examples uf people who have dolefully put an end

to their own exercife : but they are in the hand of one
who " knoweth how to fuccour them that are tempted.'*

^ildy. When a man is thus in hazard of mifcarrying^

the Lord ufeth a work of preventing mercy towards
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him, quietly and under-hand fupporting him ; and this

is by bearing in upon his mind the poflibility of his lal-

vation, leading the man to the remembrance of pregnant
proofs of God*s free and rich grace, pardoning grofs
tranfgreffors, fuch as ManafTeh, who was a bloody idol-

atrous man, and had correfpondence with the devil, and
yet obtained mercy, and other Scriptures bearing offers

of grace and favor indifferently to all who will yield to

Chrift, whatfoever they have been formerly ; fo as the

man is brought again to this, " What fhall I do to be fa-

ved?" which doth fuppofe that he apprehendeth a pof-
fibility of being faved, elfe he would not propound the
quellion. Pie applieth that or the like word to himfelf,
**• It may be ye fhall be hid in the day of the Lord's an-
ger. He findeth nothing excluding him from mercy
now, if he have a heart for the thing. Although here,

it may be, the man doth not perceive that it is the Lord
who upholdeth, yet afterwards he can tell, that " when
hi^ foot was flipping, God's mcrcv held him up ;" as the

Pfalmifl fpeaketh in another cafe. And he will after-

wards fay, when he " was as a bcatt, and a fool, in ma-
ny refpects, God held him by the hand.

^thly. After .this difcovery of a poffibility to be faved,

there is a work of defire quickened in the foul ; which
is clear in that fameexpreffion, '• What fhall I do to be
faved ?" But (ometimes this dehre is directed amif^,

whilll it goeih out thus, '• What fhall I do that 1 may
work the works of God ?'' In which cafe the man, for-

merly perplexed with fear and care about his falvation,

woald be at fome work of his own to extricate himfelf ;

^and here hefuddenly refolveth to do all that is comman-
ded, and to forego every evil way (yet negleding Chrift

Jefus) and fo beginneth to take fome courage to him-
felf again, " effablifliing his own righteoufnefs, but not
fubmitting unto the righteoufnefs of God." Whereupon
the Lord maketh a new affault on him, intending the

difcovery of his abfolutely broken ftatc in himfelf, that

fo room may be made for the cautioner ; as Jolhua did

to the people, when he found them fo bold in ih'Siv un-
D
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dertakings, " Ye cannot fervc the Lord,"' faith he," for

he is a holy God, a jealous God," Sec. In this new af-

fault the Lord, i. bends up againit the man the fpiritual-

ity of the law ; the commandment cometh with a new
charge in the fpiritual meaning of it, " The law came,*'

faith Fan], VIZ. in the fpiritual meaning of it : Paul had

never fecn fuch a fight of the law before. 2. God moft

holily doth loofe the reftraining bonds which he had laid

upon the man's corruption, and faffereth it not only to

boil and fwell within, but to threaten to break out in all

the outward members. Thus fm groweth bold, and
kicketh at the lavv, becoming exceeding fmful, " but fm,

taking occaiion by the commandment, wrought in me
all manner of concupifcence. For without the law fm
Avas dead. For I was alive without the law once; but,

when the commandment cam.e, fm revived, and I died.

Was then that which is good made death unto me ?

—

<

God forbid. But fm, that it mdght appear fm, working
death in me by that which is good ; thct fm by the com-
mandment might become exceeding fmful." 3. The
Lord doth difcovcr to the man, more now than ever be-

fore, the uncleannefs of his righteoufnef>, and what fpots

are in his belt things. Thefe things kill the man, and he

diedi in his own conceit, and defpaireth of relief in him-

feli, if it come not from above.

6lhlj. After many ups and downs here, ordinarily the

man refolveth fome retirement; he delireth to be alone,

he cannot keep company as before. Like thofe in a be-

lieged city, who, when they fee they cannot hold out,

and would be glad of any good condition from the be-^

iieging enemy, go to a council, that they may refolve

fomewhat ; fo the man here retireth, that he may fpeak

vvuh himfelf. This is like that *' communing with our
own heart, " Thus God leadeth to the wildernefs, that

he may fpeak to the heart." When the pei fun is retired,

the thoughts of his heart, which were fcattercd in former

fleps of thcexcrcife, do more obfcrvably throng in here.

We ihall reduce them into this method, (i.j The man
thinks of his unhappy folly in bearing arms againft God;
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and here there be large thoughts offormer ways, with a
blufhing countenance and felf-loathing :

" Then fhall

ye remember your own evil ways, and your doings that

vcre not good, and fhali loathe yourfelves in your own
fight," like that of P/^/. li. 3. " His fin is ever before

him." (2.) Then he remembereth how many fair op-

portunities of yielding to God he hath bafely loll : his

ipirit is like to faint when he rememberettf that, as is faid

in another cafe, '' When I remember thele things I pour
out my foul in me. O my God, my foul is call down
within me. Deep calleth unto deep, all thy waves arc

gone over me.''' (3.) He now thinks of many Chrilli-

ans whom he mocked and defpifed in his heart, perfua-

ding himfelf now that they are happy, as having chofen

the better part ; he thinks of the condition of thofe who
wait on Chrift, as the Queen of Sheba did of Solomon's

fervants ;
" Happy are thy fervants," faith (lie, " who

jR:and continually before thee, and thathear thy wifdom,"
*' Blefled are they that dwell in thy houfe :** He wifh-

eth to be one of the meanell; who have any relation to

God; 3s the prodigal /on doth fpeak, he Vv^ould be as

'' one of the Father's hired fervants." (4.) Then he

calleth to mind the good report that is gone abroad of

-God, according to that fcftimony—The prophet knew
that God was " a gracious God and merciful, flow to

anger, and of great kindnefs," Sec. The free and large

promifes and offers of grace come in here ; and the glo-

rious practices which have pafl upon finners of ail forts,

according to the fame of God in Scripture, (5) He
thinks with himfelf. Why hath God fpared me fo long ?

and why have I got fuch a fight of my fin ? and why
hath he kept me from breaking prifon at my own hand,

in chufing fome unhappy outgate ? why hath he made
this ftrange cliange on me ? It may be it is in his heart

to do mc good ; O that it may be lb ! Although all

thefe thoughts be not in the preparatory work of every

one, yet they are with many, and very promihng where

\ey are.

7/.^^'. Upon all thefe thoughts and meditations the
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man, more ferioulfy than ever before, rcfolvcth to pray,

and to make fome effay with God, upon life and death >

he concludcth, " It can be no worfe with him ; for if he

lit Hill he perKhcth /^ as the lepers fpeak. He confider-

eth, with the pinched prodigal fon, " that there is bread

enough in the Father's houfe and to fpare, w^hilft he pe~

riflieth for want :" fo he goeth to God, for he know-
cth not what elfe to make of his condition, as the prodi-

gal fon doth. And it may be, here he refolveth what to

fpeak ; but readily things do vary when he is fifted be-

fore God, as the prodigal fon forgot fome of his preme-

ditated prayers, " I will arife, and go to my father, and

will fay unto him. Father, I have finned againft Heav-
en, and before thee, and am no more worthy to be cal-

led thy fon ; make me as one of thy hired fervants. And
he arofe and came unto his father, and faid unto him.

Father, I have finned againft Heaven, and in thy fight,

and am no more worthy to be called thy fon."

And now, when he cometh before God, more obfer-

vably than ever before, ijl^ He beginneth, with the Pub-
]iran, ajar off^ Luke xviii. 13. with many thorough-con-

fcfiions and fjlf-condemnings, whereof he is very liberal,

"• 1 have finned againft Heaven, and before thee, and am
no more worthy,'* ^'c, 2,dly. Now begin his thoughts

concerning the hearing of his prayer, which he wa& not

v;ont to queftion much -, he now knows what thofe ex-

prcfiions of the famts concerning the hearing of their

prayers do import. 3^(j'. It is obfervable in this ad-

dreis, that there arc many broken fcnten(fes, like that of

Pfal. vi. 3. *•' But thou, O Lord, how long ?" fupplied

with fi ghs and "groanings \v'hich cannot be uttered," and
;grecdy looking upward, thereby fpcakingmore than can
be well exprclfed by words, j^thh. There be ordinari-

ly fome interruptions, and, as it were, diverhons ; the

man fpcaking fometimes to the enemy, fometimes to his

own heart, fometimes to the multitude in the v/orld, as

David doth in other cafes ; " O thou enemy, deftruc-

iions are c(;me to a perpetual end." " Why art thou
cad down, O my foul ? and why art thou difquicted in
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me ? hope thou in God, for I fhall yet praife him for

the help of his countenance." " O ye fons of men, how
Jong will ye turn my glory into (hame ?" ^thly. It is ob-
fervable here, that fometimes the man will halt and be
filent, to hear fome indiftinft whifpering of a joyful

found glancing on the mind, or fome news in fome bro-

ken word of Scripture, which, it may be, the manfcarce-
ly knoweth lo be Scripture, or whether it is come from
God, or wnether an injection from Satan to delude him

;

yet this he hath refolved, only ro " hear what God the

Lord will fpeak,'' as, upon another occafion. GfMy,

More diftin8: promifes come into the man's mind,
whereupon he affayeth to lay hold, but is beaten off widi

objeQions, as in another cafe the Pfalmift is, " But thou
art holy—But I am a worm," Now it is about the

dawning of the day with the man, and faith will ftir as

foon as the Lord imparteth " the joyi'ul found," This is

the fubflance of the covenant, which may be fliortly fum-
med up in thefe words, " Chrift Jefus is my beloved

Son, in whom I am well pleafed ; hear ye him."

We can fpeak no further of the man's exercife as a

preparatory work ; for what followeth is more than pre-

paratory : yet, that the exercife may appear complete

and full, we fhall add here, that after all thefe things, the

Lord, it may be, after many anfwers of divers forts,

mightily conveyeth the found of his covenant into the

heart, and determincth the heart to clofe with it ; and
God now draweth fo to Chrili, and fo fhapeth out the

heart for him, that the conception cannot mifcarry ; for

now the heart is fo in breadth and length for him, ag

that lefs cannot fatisfy, and more is not defired; " V/hom
have I in heaven but thee ? or whom have I defired on
earth befide thee ? ' The foul now refolveth to die if

he command fo, yet at his door, and facing to him-

wards.

We have drawn this preparatory work to fome length,

not tieing any man to fuch aworkfo circumftantiated :

only we fay, the Lord dealeth fo with fome ; and where

he fo convinceth of fin, corruption, and felf-empiinefi,
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and maketh a man. take (alvation to heart as the one
thing necell'ary, and fctteth him on work in the ufe of -

-|

the means which God hath appointed for relief ; I fay» ^

fuch a work rarely Ihall be found to fail of a good iffuc

and gracious rcfult.

SECTION IIL

The difference hetxoixt that preparatory Law^work which

hath a gracious IJfue and the ConviElions of Hypocrites,

OhjcH, Hypocrites and reprobates have great ftir*

rings ot confcience, and deep convictions about fin, fet«

ting them on work fometimes, and I do fufpe(i any pre-

paratory work of the law I ever had to be but fuch as

they have.

A'lifw, It will be hard to give fure eflential differences

between the preparatory work in thofe in v/hom after-

wards Chrift is formed and thofe legal ftirrings which

are fometimes in reprobates. If there were not fome
gracious refult of thefe conviQions and wakenings of

confcience in the Lord's people, and other marks, of

which we fliall fpeak afterwards, it were hard to adven-

ture upon any difference that is clear in thefe legal ftir-

rings. Yet, for anfwer to the objeftion, I fliall offer

fome things, which rarely will be found in the ftirrings

of reprobates, and which are ordinarily found in that law-

work which hath a gracious iffue.

ijl. The convittions of hypocrites and reprobates are

ufually confined to fome very grofs tranfgreflions. Saul

grants no more but the perfecuting of David ; Judas
grants only the betraying of innocent blood : but ufually

thofe conviBions, by which the Lord prepareth his own
way in the foul, although they may begin at one or

more grols particular tranf<;rclIions^, yet they fift not ;

but the man is led on to fee many breaches of the law,

and '' innumerable evils compafhng him," as David
fpeakcth in the fight of his fin. And withal, that uni-

verfal convidion, if 1 may call it fo, is not general, as u-

fually we hear fenfelcfs men faying, " that ia all thing-:
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they fin ;^* but it is particular and condefcending, as
Paul afterwards fpake of himfelf ; he not only is the
thief offmncrs^ but particularly, he was a blajphemcr^ a
perfccutor,

adly. The convi61ions which hypocrites have do fel-

dom reach their corruption, and that body of death,

which breeds an averfenefs from what is good, and
ftrongly inclineth to what is evil. Ordinarily, where we
find hypocrites fpeaking of themfelves in Scripture, they
fpeak loftily, and with fome felf-conceit, both as to their

freedom from corruption. The Pharifees fay to the

poor man, "Thou waft altogether born in fins, and dod
thou teach us ?" as if they themfelves were not as cor-

rupt by nature as he : they fpeak of great hns, as Ha-
zael did, *^ Am I a dog, that I fliould do this great

thing ?'' and alfo in their undertakings of duty, as that

fc7'ibe fpake, " Mafter, I will follow thee whitherfoever
thou goeft.*' See how the people do fpeak ; they un-
dertake to do all that God will command them : fo that

they ftill " go about,'* in any cafe, '- to eftablifh their

own righteoufnefs, not fubmitting unto the righteoufnefs

of God." But I may fay, that convittions and exercife

about corruption, and that body of death, inclining to

evil, and difenabling for good, is not the lead part of the

work \yhere the Lord is preparing his own way. They
ufe to judge themfelves very wretched becaufe of a bo-
dy of fin, and are at their wits' end how to be delivered,

as Paul fpeaketh, when he is under the exercife of it af-

terwards, " O wretched man that I am, who fliali deliver

me from the body of this death ?"

^d!^'. It will ordinarily be found, that the conviQioiis

which are in hypocrites either are not fo ferious, as that

fonie other bufinefs will not put them out of head before
any fatisfa61ion be gotten ; as in Cain, who went and
buih a city^ and we hear no m.ore of his convi8ions.
Fehx went away until a more convenient time^ and we
hear no more of his trembling ; or if that work become
very ferious, then it runneth to the other extremity, and
•lefpair of relief, leaving no room for any outgate. So
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wc find Judas very ferious in his conviBions, yet he

grew defperate, and hanged hinifelf. But where the

Lord prepareth his own way, the work is both fo feri-

ous as the perfon cannot be put oiY it, until he finds

fome fatisfaction, and yet under that very ferioufnefs he

lieth open for rehef : both which are clear in the jailor's

words, " What mull: I do to be faved ?*' This feri-

ous inquiry after relief is a very obfcrvable thing in the

preparatory work which leadeth on to Chrift. Yet we
defire none to lay too much weight on thefe things, fince

God hath allowed clear differences between the precious

and the vile.

OhjcB. I ftill fear I have not had fo thorough a fight

of niy fin and niiferv as the Lord giveth to many whom
he effedually calleth, efpecially to great tranfgrefforsj

fuch as I am.

Anfw. It is true, the Lord difcovereth to fome great

fights of their fin and mifery, and they are thereby put

under great legal terrors ; but as all are not brought in

by that lenfible preparatory law-work, as we ftiewed be-

fore, fo even thofe who are dealt with after that w^ay

are very differently and varioufly exercifed in regard of

the degrees of terror, and of the continuance of that

work. The Jailor hath a violent work of very fliort

continuance : Paul hath a work continuing three day;
fome perfons are *' in bondage through fear of death all

their days :" fo that we mult not limit the Lord to one
way of working here. The main thing we are to look

unto in thefe legal wakenings and convittions of fin and
mifery is, ifthe Lord reach thofe ends in us for which u-

fually thefe Itirrings and convittions are fcnt into the

foul, and ifihofe ends be reached, it is well; we are not
to vex ourfelves about any preparatory work further.

Now, thofe ends which God driveth ordinarily with fin-

ners by thefe legal terrors and wakenings of confciencc

are four.

Fir/i. The Lord difcovers fights of m£ji*s fin and mi-
fery to them, to chafe them out of themfelves, and to

put them out oF conceit of their own righteoufnefs. Men
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naturally have great thoughts of themfelves, and do in-

cline much to the covenant of worl;s -, the Lord there-

fore doth difcover to them fo much of tjieir fin and cor-

ruption, even in their beft things, that they are made to

loathe themfelves, and to defpair of relief in themfelves;

and fo they are forced to flee out of themfelves, and
from the covenant of works, to feek refuge eifewhere—

•

*' They become dead to themfelves and the law,'* as to

the point of juftification ; then " have they no more con-
fidence in the flefh," this is fuppofed in the offers of

Chrift " coming to feek and fave that which is loft/'

and " to be a phyfician to thofe who are fick."

The fecond great end is, To commend Chrift Jefus

to men*s hearts above all things, that fo they may fall in

love with him, and betake themfelves to that treajurc

^nd jewel which only enricheth, and, by fo doing, may
ferve the Lord*s defign in the contrivement of the gof-

pel, which was the manifeftatioh of his free grace thro'

Chrift Jefus in the falvation of men. The fight of a

man's own mifery and damnable eftate by nature is a

ready way to make him prize Chrift highly, who aione

can fet fuch a wretch at liberty : yea, it not only leadeth

a man to an high eftcem of Chrift, but alfo of all things

that relate to that Vv'ay of falvation, as grace, the new co-

venant, faith, and maketh him carefully to gather and
treafure up his Michtams or golden fcriptures for the

confirmation of his intereft in thefe things.

The third great end is, to deter and fear people from
fm, and to make them caft out with it, and confent to

put their neck under all his yoke. God kindleth fome
iparks of hell in men's bofoms by the difcovery of their

fin, as a ready mean to make them henceforth ftand in

awe, knowing " how bitter a thing it is to depart from
the Lord." So we fmd reft offered to the weary, upon
condition they will take on Chrift's yoke. " Take my
yoke upon you, and learn of me, for I am meek and
lowly in heart; and yc (hall find reft unto your fouls.'"

And God offereth to own men as their God and Father,

Upon condition thev will allow no peaceable abode tp

E
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B^elial. " What fellow fhip hath rigkeoafnefs with un-

righteoufnefs ? and what communion hath light with

darknefs ? and what concord hath Chrift with Belial ? or

what part haih he that bciieveth with an inhdel ? Where-
fore come out from among them, and be ye feparate^

f?.ith the J^ord, and touch not the unclean things and I

will receive you, and will be a father unto .you, and yc
111 all be my ibnsand daughters, faith the Lord Ahnighty.'^

ThtJoicrth great end is, to work up men to a patient

and thankful fubmiflion to all the Mafter's pleafure.-

—

This is a fingular piece of work, *' Then iliah thou re

member, and be confounded, and never open thy mouth
any more, bccaufe of thy fhanie, when I am pacified

towards thee, for all that thou halt done, faith the Lord."
The fight of a man's own vilenefs and defervings maketh
him iilent, and to lay his hand oil his mouth, whatfoever
God doth unto him ;

" I was dumb, and opened not my
mouth, becaufe thou didil it.*' '* God hath punifiicd

us lefs than our iniquities/' '• I will bear the indigna-

tion of the Lord, becaufe I have finned/'* The man ca-

reth not what God doth to him, or how he deals with

him, if he fave him from the deferved wrath to come :

alfo any mercy is a large mercy to him who hath fcen

fuch a fight of hiinfclf ; he is " lefs than the lead of mer-
cies ;** '' any crumb falUng from the Mailer^ table is

welcome :" he thinks it rich "mercy that he is not con-
fumed." This is the thing that marvelloufly maketh
God's poor crofTed people fo filent under, and fatisficd

with, their lot ; nay, they think he deferveth hell v.^ho o-
peneth his mouth at any thing God doth to him, fincc

he hath pardoned his tranfgreffions-

So then, for fatisfying the objcdion, I fay, if the Lord
hath driven ihee out of thyfelf, and commended Chrilt
to thy heart above all things, and m.ade thee rcfolve, in

his firengthao wage war with every known tranforellion,

and thou art in f )me meafiirc as a weaned child, acqui-
cfcing in what he doth unto thee, dcfiring to lay thy hand
on thy mouth thankfully ; then thy convifclions of fin

and mifery, and whatfoever thou doll plead as a prcpa-
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ratory work, is fufficient, and thou art to debate no more
concerning it. Only be advifed fo to ftudy nesv difco-
veries of the fenfe of thy loft condition every day, be-
caufe of thy old and new fins ; and alfo to fee frefh help
in Chrift, who is a prieft for ever to make interceffion ;

and to have the work of fanQification and patience with
thankfulnefs renewed and quickened often : for fome-
what of that work which abafeth thee, exalteth Chrift,

and conformeth to his will, muft convey thee through-
out all thy lifetime in this world.

Cfjapter in.

SECTION 1.

Of Faith.

V V L come nov/ to fpeakot fome moit'

clear and fare marks, by which men may take up. their

gracious ftarc and" intereft in Chrift. T\\q firjt thing

whereby men may know it is, their clofing with Cbrilt

in the golpel, wherein he is held forth. This is believ-

ing, or faith, which is the condition of the covenant ;

^' It is of faith," '^ Believe on the Lord Jcfus Chriii,

and thou ftislt be faved,** Now, although in propriety

of fpeech, it is hard to prove an intereft by faith, it being

our very intereft in him ; yet the heart's clofmg with

Chrift Jefus is fo djfcernable in itfelf, that we may well

place it amongft the marks of a gracious ftate ; and if

a man can make out this, that he beheveth on and in

Chrift jefus, he thereby doih prove a very true intereft

in him.

Many do fear at this as a m^ark, upon one of thcfc

three grounds ordinarily.

(i.) Some conceive faith to be a difficuk myfterious

^hing, hardly attainable. To thefe I fay. Do not mif-

:akc ; faith is not fo difficuk as many do apprehend it
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to be. I grant true faith in the meaneft degree is the

gift of God, and above the power of flefh and blood ;

for God muft " draw men to Chrift," " No man can

come to me, except the Father which hath fent me draw

him.** Unto you it is given in the behalf of Chriil to be-

lieve on him.'* Yet it were a reflection upon Chrift,

and ali he hath done, to fay it were a matter of infaper-

able difficulty ; as is clear, '' The righteoufnefs which

is of faith fpeaketh on this wife, Say not in thine heart.

Who fliall afccnd into heaven ? that is, to bring Chrift

down from above ; or, Who fliall defcend into the deep ?

that is, to bring up Chrift again from the dead. But

what faith it ? The world is nigh thee, even in thy mouth
and in thy heart ; that is, the word of faith which we
preach. That if thou (halt confefs with thy mouth the

Lord Jefus, and fhalt believe in thine heart that God
hath raifed him from the dead, thou {halt be faved ; for

with the heart man beiieveth unto righteoufnefs, and

with the mouth confefiTion is made unto falvation. For
the Scripture faith, AVhofoever beiieveth on him fliall

not be afliamed." It were, according to that Scripture,

as much upon the matter as to fay, Chrift came not from
heaven, is not rifen from the dead, or afcended vidori-

ous to heaven. 1 fay, he hath made the way to heaven

mSft eafy ; and faith, which is the condition required on
our part, more eafy than men do imagine. For the bet-

ter underftanding of this, conhder that juftifying faith is

not to believe that I am ele61ed, or to believe that' God
loveth me, or that Chrift died for me, or the like ; thefe

things are indeed very Qiflicult,and almoft impoffible at the

firft hand to be attained to by thofe who are fcrious ;

whilft natural Aihcifts and deluded hypocrites find no
difljcuky in aflcrting all thofe things : I fay, true jufti-

fying faith is not any ot the forcfaid things ; neither is it

fimply the believing of any fentence that is written, or
that can be thought upon. I grant, he that beiieveth on
Chrift Jefus beiieveth what God hath laid concerning
man's hiaful mifcrable condition by nature, and he be-

iieveth that to be trucj that " there is life in the Son, who
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was flain, and Is rifen again from the dead :'' but none
of thefe, nor the believing of many fuch truths, do fpeak
out juftifying faith, or that believing on the Son of God
fpoken of in Scripture : for then it were fimply an a6l

of the underftanding : but true jullifying faith, which
we now feek after, as a good mark of an intereft in

Chrift, is chiefly and principally an acl or work of the

heart and will ; having prefuppofed fundry things about
truth in the underftanding " with the heart it is believed
'' unto righteoufnefs ;*' and although it feem, that a man
is faved upon condition that he believe this truth, " God
raifed Chrift from the dead,'^ yet we muft underftand a-

nother thing there, than the believing the truth of that

propofition : for befide that all devils have that faith,

whereby they believe that God raifed Chrift from the

dead, fo the Scripture hath clearly refolved juftifying

faith into a receiving of Chrift ;
" As many as received

him, to them gave he power to become the fons of God,
even to them that believe on his name." The receiving

of Chrift is there explained to be the believing on las

name. It is ftill called a jlaymg on the Lord, a triijli'ng

in God, often mentioned in the PJalms^ and the word is

a leaning on him. It is a believing on Cfir'iji, " This is

the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath

fent, and often fo exprefted in the New Teftament.—

•

When God maketh men believe favingly, he is faid to

draw them unto Chrift ; and when the Lord inviteth

them to come to him, '' All that the Father giveth me,
fliall come to me ; and him that cometh to me, I will in

no wife caft out. No man can come to m>e, except the

Father which hath fent me draw him.'* The kingdom
of heaven is like a man finding a jewel, wherewith he

falieth in love—Now, 1 fay, this acting of the heart on
Chrift Jefus is not fo difficult a thing as is conceived.

—

Shall that be judged a myfterious difficult thing which

doth confift much in defire ? If men have but an appe-

tite, they have it ; for they are " bleftcd that hunger af-

,ter righteoufnefs /' " If you will you are welcome;"
it is a matter of fuch intricacy and infuperable difficulty
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greedily to look to that exalted Saviour ? " Look unto

me, and be ye faved all the ends of the earth :'* and to

receive a thing that is offered, held forth, and declared

to be mine, if 1 will but accept and take it, and in a man-
ner " open my mouth," and give way to it ? " Open
thy mouth wideband I will fill it." Such a thing is faith,

if not lefs. Oh, if I could perfuade people what is juf-

tifying faith, which impropriateth Chrift to me ! We of-

ten fear people from their juft reft and quiet, by making
them to apprehend faith to be fome deep myfterious

thing, and by moving unneceffary doubts about it,

whereby it is needlefsly darkened.

(2.) Some make no ufe of this mark, as judging-it a

high prefumpruous crime to pretend to fo excellent a

thing as is the very condition of the new covenant. To
thele I fay, You need not ftartle fo rtiuch at it, as if it

were high pride to pretend to it : for whatfoever true

faith be, men rauft refolve to have it, or nothing at all

;

all other marks are in vain Vi^ithout it; a thoufand things
j

befides will not do the bulincfs :
'' Unlcfs a man believe, '

he abideth in the ftate of condemnation," *• He that be-

lieveth not is condemned already, becaufe he hath not

believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
^

He that believeth not the Son Ihaii not fee life, but the
'

wraih of God abideth on him."

(3.) Others do not meddle wkh this noble mark of

faith, becaufe they judge it a work of the greateft diffi-

culty to find out faidi where it is. To thele I fay. It is

not fo dijlicult to find it out, fince '' he that believeth,

hath the witnefs in himfelf ; kis a thing which by fomc
ferious fearch may be known. Not only may we do
much to find it out by the preparatory work going be-

fore it in many, as die apprehending and believing of a

man's loft citate, and that he caimot do his ov/n bulincfs,

and riiai tl.cre is fatisfying fuilnefs in Chrift, very defira-

ble if he could overtake it ; a ferious minding of this,

v;ith a heart laid open for relief; as alfcj by the ordina- «

ry companions aiid concomitants of it, viz. the liking of

Chriii's dominion, his kingly and prophetical office, a
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dclire to refign myfelf wholly up to him, to be at his dif-

pofing; as alfo by the native confequence of it, viz, the
aflbilzieing of the word, the affoilzieing of my own con-
fcience according to the word, a heart purifying work,
a working by love ; I fay, not only may we know faith

by thefe things, but it is difcernable by itfelf and of its

own nature. Although I deny not but there muft be
fome help of God's Spirit, " by which we know what is

freely given unto us of God,*' as alfo, that God hath aU
lowed many evidences and marks as precious helps,

whereby men may clear up faith more fully to themfelves,
" Thefe things have I written unto you that believe on
the name of the Son of God, that ye may know that

ye have eternal life ;" yet I fiili fay, that faith, or be-

lieving, whkh is fome acting of the heart upon Chrifl: in

the gofpel, and the tranfa8ing with him there, is dif-

cernable of itfelf, and by itfelf, to a judicious under-

{landing perfon, with an ordinary influence of the fpirit,

unlefs the Lord, for reafons icnown to himfelf, do over-

cloud a man's reflex light, by which he fhould take up
and perceive what is in him.

This j unifying faith, which we afTert to be fo difcern-

able, is, in the Lord's dt^^ wqfdonj and gracious con-

defcendency, varioufiy expreUed in Scripture, accord-

ing to the different a6tings of it upon God, and outgo-

ings after him ; fo as every one v.?ho hath it may find and
take it up in his own mould. It fometimes acleth by a

dehre of union with him in Chrift : this is that looking

to him in Ifa. xlv. 22. " Look unto me, and be ye
faved, all the ends of the earth.*' This feems to be a

weak a6l of faith, and far' below other ad ings of it at

other times perhaps in that fame perfon. Men will look

to what they dare not approach, to their apprehenfion

which they dare not touch or embrace : they may look

to one to whom they dare not fpeak : yet God hath made
i\\c promife to faith in that acting, as the fore cited fcrip-

ture doth ihew : and this he hath done mercifully and wife-.

\y ; for this is ihconly difcernable way ofthe a6fing of faith

of fome perfons fometimes. Such are the actings or out-
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goings of faith cxprefTed in fcripture by " hungering and
thirfting after righteoufnefs," and that exprefled by will-

ing, " And whofoever will, let him take the water of

life freely."

Again, this faith goeth out fometimes in the aft of

recunibency, or leaning on the Lord, the foul taking up
Chriit then as a refting-ftone, and God hath fo held him
out, although he be a ftumbling-flone to others. This

afting of it is hinted in the expreffions of trujling and

Jlaying on God, fo often mentioned in fcripture : and
precious promifes are made in this afting of faith, as

" God will keep them in perfe8: peace whofe minds are

Hayed on him; hecaufe fuch do truil \\\ him. Trull in

the Lord ; for with him is everlafting ftrength." " They
that truft in the Lord (hall be as Mount Zian, which a-

bideth forever." I fay, the Lord hath made prom.ifes

to this way of faith's acting, as knowing it will often go

out after him in this way with many peifons ; and this

way of its afting will be mod difcernable to them.

It goeth out after God fometimes by an aft of wait-

ing ; when the foul hath fomewhat depending before

God, and hath not got out his mind fatisfyingly concer-

ning that thing, then faith doth wait ; and fo it hath the

promife, " They fhail not be afliamed that wait for me.'*

Sometimes it afteth in a willful way upon the Lord,

when the foul apprehendetii God thruliingit away, and
threatening its ruin ; " Though he flay me, yet will I

trufl: in him." The faith of that poor woman of Ca-
naan, fo highly commended by Chrift, did go out in this

way of willful acting over difficukies ; and the Lord
fpcakcth much good of it, and to it, becaufe fome will

be put to it to exercife faith that way fometimes, and fo

they have that for their encouragement. It v/ere tedious

to in (lance all the feveral ways of the acting of faith upon,
and its exercife about, and outgoing after Chrid. I may
lay, according to the various conditions and preffures

of the foul of man, the Lord hath variouily held out

himfelf and \\\<. fullnefs in .Chrift, under divers notions,

as might moft {illy meet the^diilrcfs or condition of man.
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And accordingly faith, which God hath appointed to

traffic and travel between Chrifl and man, as the infl'ru-

ment of conveyance of his fulnefs unto man, and ofmain-
taining union and communion with him, afteth various-

ly and differently upon God in Chrift ; for faith is the

very (liaping out of a man's heart according to God's
device of falvation by Chrift Jefas, " in whom it plea-

fed the Father that all fulnefs Ihould dwell ;*' fo that,

let Chrift turn what way hev*^ill, faith pointeth that way.
Now he turneth all ways in which he can be ufeful to

poor man ; and therefore faith afteth accordingly on him
for drawing out of that fulnefs, according to a man's
cafe and condition, As for example, The foul is na-

ked^ deftitute of a covering to keep it from the ftorm
of God's wrath ; Chrift \s, fine raiment^ then according-

ly faith's work here is to " put on the Lord Jefas."—

•

The foul is hungry and thirfty after fomcwhat that may
everlaftingly fatisfy -, Chrift Jefus is " milk, wine, wa-
ter, the bread of life, and the true manna ;'* he is " the

feaft of fat things, and of wine refined ;" then the work
and exercife of faith is to " go, buy, eat and drink abun-

dantly. The foul is purfued for guilt more or lefi, and
is not law-biding ; Chrift Jefas is the city of refuge, and
the high prieft there, during whofe iiletime, that is for

ever, the poor man who gets thither is fafe ; then the

work and exercife of faith is ^^ to flee thither for refuge,

to lay hold on the hope fet before us. In a word, what-^

foever way he may benefit poor man, {o he fpeaketh oF

..himfelf. And as he holdeth out himfelf in the Scripture,

fo faith doth point towards him. If he be a bridegroom,

faith will go out in a marriage relation : if he be a fa-

ther, faith pleadeth the man to be a child : if he be a
fhepherd, faith pleads the man may be one of his fheep;

if he be a Lord, faith calleth him fo, which none can do
but by the Spirit of Jefas ; if he be dead, and rifen a-

gain for our juftification, fakh " believeth God hath

raifed him" on that account, Wherefocver he be, there

would faith be ; and whatfoever he is, faith would be

fomcwhat proportionally ; for by faith the heart is ftia-

F
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pen out in breadth and length for him ; yea, when the

fame and report of him goeth abroad in his truth, akho'

faith feeth not much, yet it " believeth on his name,"
upon the very fame he hath fent abroad of himfclf, John
L 12.

But here, for avoiding of miftakes,conrider, (i.) That

although juftify^ig faith atieth fo varioufly, yet. every

behever who hath a good title to jChrill Jefus hath not

all thefe various atlings and exercifes of faith : for his

condiiion craveth them not ; and alfo the Maftcr is plea-

fed not to lead out the faith of fome perfjns, at fome
times, in fome of thefe ways, for reafons known to him-

fclf, even when their neceility (to their apprehenfion)

calleth for fuch aBing of faith. Surely, every one dare ,

not fay, " Though he kill me, yet will I truft in him." ^
Many would not have gone up with the woman of Ca-

naan I fpake of, but would have been difcouraged, and
have quit the purfuit. It is on this account that Chrift

doth highly commend the faith of fome beyond the faith

of others ; of the centurion ; of the woman of Ca-
naan. Many good people are much difquieied concer-

ning their faith, bccaufe it goeth not out in allthofe ways
we find recorded in Scripture ; but there is hardly any
man» will be found whofe faith hath acled all thefe ways.

(2.) Many of thefe actings of faith are much intend-
j

ed and'remitted. They are fomctimes ftrohg and vigo-

rous, and difcernible ; and fometimes they fail, and mif-

bclief doth prevail, fo as it were an uncertain thing to

judge of a man's itate by thefe. We find the faints ve-

ry different from them fc Ives in regard of the aQings of
faith fometimes, as we fhewed before.

(3.) Each one of thefe actings of faith fpeaketh good
to the perfon in whom it is, and hath promifes annexed
unto it, as we have faid. Yet,

(4.) Although thefe adings of faith have promifes an-

nexed unto them, they are not, for that, the condition o£ 1

the new covenant ; for then every one behoved to have
'

each one of them, which is not true, as we faid before.

A promife is made to him who overcomcth ; but perle-
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verance is not the condition of the new covenant, but
doth fuppofe it. There arepromiics made to the exer-

ciie of all graces in Scripture ; but only faith is the con-

dition of the covenant. I fay then, thefe promifes arc

made to thefe aBings of faith, not as fuch, but as they do
fuppofe juftifying faith, which is the condition of the

covenant. All thefe are aftings of faith, but not as it is

juftiFyingr. Therefore,

(5.) There is fomewhat common to all gracious per-

fbns, which may be fuppofed by all the forefaid aQings

of faith, wherein the nature and eflence ofjuflifying faith

ftandeth. And this is the heart's fatisfaciion concerning

God's device of falvation by Chrift ; when man pleafeth

God's invention of fatisfa6tion to juftice, through Chrift

J Jefus, in whom all fulncfs doth dwell now by the Fa-

ther's pleafure ; when the foul and heart of man acqui-

efceth in that, then it believeth unto falvation. As at

iirft the Lord made man fuitable to the covenant of

, works, by creating him perfeft, and fo putting him in a

capacity to perform his will in that covenant ; fo, under

the new covenant, when God giveth the new heart to

man, he fetteth the idea and ftamp of all his device in

the new covenant upon the man, fo as there is a confo-

iiancy to God's will there : thus he beareth the image of

the fccond Adam, Chrift Jefus, on him. This is a great

,
part of the new heart, and is moft oppofed to v/orks ;

^;
fince now the man abfolately falleth ofl' works, " beco-

^ ming dead to the law, as to the point of juftification, by
the body of Chrift." Man perceiving that God hath

devifedaway of fatisiying divine juftice, and recovering

loft man by the incarnation of Chrift, he thinks this fo

good and fure a way, that he abfolutely giveth up with

1 the law, as I faid before, and clofeth with this device ;

and this Is believing or faith, very oppofite to works,

and all reftin^r thereupon. This cannot fail to be in all

gracious perions, in whom many of the actings of faitk

are not to be found. This doth dearly fuppofe known
diftrefa in a man, without all relief in himfelf; this fup-

oofeth known fulne£s in Chrift, as thq alone fufficient re-
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lief ; this imports a fort of impropriation ; for the hearty

pleafing that device, in fo far inclining towards it. This

is a thing clearly fuppofed in all the aclings of faith fpo-

ken of before. He that greedily hungereth, hath this ;

and he that leaneth, hath this ; and he that puts on Chrift,

hath this, &c. This is to efteem " Chrid the wifdom

and power of God" to falvation ; fo is he faid to be to

all that believe. They efteem that device wife and fure^

befccming God ; and that is to believe. On this ac-

count, *' Chrift, who is the rejeded ftone to many, is

precious to them who beheve ;" a fit ftone to recover^

fortify, and beautify, the tottering building and fabrick

of loft man. ^' To whom coming, as unto a living

ftone, difallowed indeed of men, but chofen of God, and

precious. Ye alfo, as lively ftones, are built up a fpiri-

lual houfe, an holy priefthood, to offer up fpiritual fa-

crifices, acceptable to God by Jefus Chrift. Wherefore

alfo it is contained in the Scripture, Behold I lay in Si-

on a chief Corner- ftone, elect, precious ; and he that be-

lieveth on him ftiall not be confounded. Unto you there-

fore which bclieveheis precious; but unto them which

be difobedient, the ftone which the builders difallowed^

the fame is made the head of the corner ; And a ftone

of ftumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which
flumble at the word, being difobedient, whereunto alfa

they were appointed." " The kingdom of God is like

a man finding a treafure, for which with joy he felleth

all.'* Tiiefe words hold out the very w^ay of believing^

viz. falvation is difcovered in the gofpelto be by Chrift ;

the heart valueth that invention as fatisfying. This is to

believe on the Son of God lifted up ; which is compa-
red \vith the looking to the brazen ferpent. It was
man's approbation of that device which made it effeQu-

al for his healing ; fo is it here, " He that fo believeth,

fcttcth " to his feal that God is true." True ? Wherein ?

In tha^ record he hath borne, that God hath proved life

for men, and placed it all in Chrift ; " He that believ-

oth not, makcth God a liar." Wherein ? In his faying

that Chnil is a fafeandfure way to heaven. This is t!
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pleafing and acquiefcing in that device ; and it is confo-
nantto all I know fpoken of juftifying faith in Scripture.

This is the believing on Chrift and on his name, t'he re-

ceiving of him, and refting on him^ for falvation, in our

CaUckifm ; the believing that Jefus is the Chrift, that is,

the anointed One, whom the Father hath fealed, and fee

apart, and qualified for the work of reconciling man un--

to God ; and " he that believeth that Jefus is the Chrift:

is bora of God/' This is to " believe with the heart

that God hath raifed Chrift from the dead.*' The maa
believeth Chrift died, and is raifed on the account of fa-

tisfa6lion for man^s tranfgreilion. Devils may believe

;
that : nay, but the man I fpeak of " believeth it with

1;^' his heart," (which no natural man doth, until a new
;. heart be given unto him) ; that is, he cordially pleafeth,

; is fatisfied with, and acquiefceth in, this noble invention.

i-
And thus faith layeth out itfelf now and then in its aft-

ings, outgoings, and exercife^ according to all the cove-

nant-relations under which Chrift h held forth in the

Scripture.

Now, I fay, this faith is difcernible, not only in thefe

actings many times ; a man may know if his heart doth

\ hunger aft^r Chrift, and flee for refuge to hira, when
purfu.ed ; and if he doth commit himfelf unto God, but

alfo in its very nature : as it is juftifying, it is difcerni-

ble, and may be known. A man may clearly know, if

from known diftrefs in himfelf, upon the report and
fame of Chrift's fulnefs, his heart doth pleafe God's de-

vice in the new covenant; if it goeth out after Chrift in

that invention, and pleafeth him as Lord of the life of
men, terminating and refting there, and no where clfe ;

acquiefcing in that contrivement with dcfire and compla-

cency. This is a defcernible thing : therefore I entreat

men impartially to examine themfelves ; and if they find

that their heart has clofed fo with that device of falvation,

and is gone out after him as precious, that thereupon
' they conclude a fure and true intereft in Chrift Jefus,

^; and a good claim and title to the crown^ fince " he that

believeth iliall never perilh, but have everlafting life/'
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SECTION IL

The diffcrtnce between the Faith of Hypocrites and true

Javing juflifying Faith,

OhjeB, Hypocrites and reprobates have a fort of faith

and are faid to believe :
" Many believed in his name,

when they faw the miracles which he did. But Jefus

did not commit himfelf unto them, becaufe he knew all

men.*' " Then Simon the forcererhimfelf believed alfo,"

and cannot chufci but go out after Chrill, and that de-

vice of falvation, when they hear of it ; and they pro-

fefs they do fo, yet are deluded, and fo may I be.

Anfw, To fay nothing ofthat thought of your heart,

"whereby you wonder that any man fhould not pleafe the

device of falvation by ChriR, and lead out towards him

as a very promifing thing, and fpeaking out juflifying

faith to be in your bofom ; and, to fay nothing in con-

tradiction to that which you think that a natural man,
whilft fuch, and before he gets a new heart, can pleafe

that device, and believe with his heart, and affeBionate-

ly, that which perfetlly ovcrthroweth the covenant of

works, and abafeth man in the point of felf-righteoufnefs

already attained, or that can be attained to by himjwhich

is inconhftent with many fcriptural truths ; I offer thefe

differences between the faith of all hypocrites or repro-

bates and that true faving jullifying faith whereof we
have fpokcn.

ijl. They never clofc with Chrift Jefus in that device

and him alone, as a fufhcicnt covering of the eyes, Sls

is fdid of Abraham to Sarah, they (till hold faft fome-

what ofiheir own, at lead to help to procure God's fa-

vor and falvation : their heart doth ft ill fpeak, as that

young man's fpccch, doth infinuaie, '• What (hall I do
lo inherit eternal life ?'* Belide that, they do flill retain

their former lovers, and will not break their covenants

with hell and death, imagining they may have Chrifl with

thefe things equally Iharing in their heart ; contrary to

that, '• A man cannot fetve two mailers." Either Chrilt
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muft be judged abfolute Lord, and worthy to be fo, or
nothing at all ; and To it is clear their heart is not fhapen
out for that device of falvation by Chrift, whom God
hath alone made Lord here, in whom all fulncfs fhall

dwell. But where juftifying faith is, the foul of a man
and his heart doth clofe with Chrift, and him alone,

"having no confidence in the flefh," he trufteth only

in God. Alfo the man here giveth up with other lov-

ers ; as they become rivals of Chrift, he refolves '^ not

to be for another." He calls him Lord, " which a man
can only do by the fpirit of Chrift."

Q.dly. As hypocrites and reprobates do never clofe

with Chrift alone, fo they do never clofe with full Chrift

as he is anointed to be a king, to rule over a man in all

things; a Prieft, to procure pardon and to make peace

for man upon all occafions ; a prophet, to be wifdom,
and a teacher and counfellor in all cafes to man ; fo they

do not receive Chrift, efpecially in the firft and third of-

fice. But where true juftifying faith is, a man clofeth

with whole Chrift in all his offices, judging all his " will

good, holy, juft and fpiritual,*' and " right concerning

all things," "making mention of hisrighteoufncfsonly."

The man alfo giveth up himfelf to be taught of him ;

*' Learn of me." So that " Chrift is made to the true

believer, with his own confent, " vvifdoiri, righteouf-

nefs, fanftification, and complete redemption." And
although he hath not all thefe things formally in exer-

cife when his heart goeth out after Chrift, yet, upon
fearch and trial, it will be found with him, as I have
faid.

Q,dly, Hypocrites and reprobates do never clofe with

Chrift, and all the inconveniencies that may follow him ;

they ftick at that with the fcribe ; but where true jufti-

fying faith is, a man doth clofe with him on all haz-

ards ; he refolveth to forego all rather than to fore-

go Chrift. " We have left all, and lo have follow-

ed thee," " he reckoneth all to be lofs and dung for

the excellency of Chrift Jefus, as his Lord, and to be

found in him."
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We miglil give other differences alfo ; as that true

faith is operative, *' purifying the heart," " working by

love," Gal. v. 6. whilft " hypocrites do only cleanfe

the outfide of the platter," and " do all to be feen of

men," " not feeking the honour that is of God only

and fo cannot believe :" we might alfa (hew that true

faith is never alone in a man, but attended with other

faving graces. But becaufe thefe things will coincide

•with what followeth, and here wc arelhewing that a man
may take up his gracious ftate by his faith, and the att-

ing thereof on Chrift, we pafi? thefe things.

Cftaptet V.

OF THE XEW -CREATURE.

HE Second great mark of a gracious ftatc

and true faving intereft in Jefus Chrift, is the new crea-

ture; *' If any man be in Chrift he is a new creature."

This new creation, or renovation of that man, is a ve*

ry fenfible change ; although not in thofe who are effec-

tually called from the womb, or in their younger years,

(becaufe thefe have had this new creature from that time

in them, fo as this change in after-periods of time is not

difcernible) yet in thofe who have been regenerated and
brought in to Chrift after they were come to greater age,

and fo have more palpably been under the " power of

darknefs," before they were " tranflated into the king-

dom of Chrift." But all who do warrantably pretend

to Chrift, this new creature muft be ; although fome
do not know experimentally the contraries of every part

of it fo as others do; becaufe they have not been equal-

ly in regard of practice under the power of darknefs.

This new creature is called the new maUy which doth

hold out the extent of it. It is not (imply a new tongue

or new hand, but a new vian. There is a principle of

new life and motion put in the man, which is the new



SAVING INTEREST IN CHRIST. 49

heart; which new principle of life fendeth forth aQs of
life, or of '* conformity to the image of him who creat-

ed it,*' fo as the party is renewed in fome meafure eve-

ry way. This renovation of the man who is in Chrift

may be reduced into thefe two great heads.

Firjl^ There is a renovation of the man's perfon, foul

and body, in fome meafure.

tji. His underftanding is renewed, fo as he jadgeth
" Chrift preached,'* in the gofpel to be '^ the wifdorn

and powerof God,**a wife andflrong device befeeming

God : He krioweth the things of God really and folid-

iy,not to hcyea and 7:ay, and uncertain fancies ; but all

to he yea and amen, folid, certain, fubftantial things, ha-

ving a deiirable accompliiliment in Chrift, and revolving

much in him ;
" The natural man receiveth not the

things of the Spirit of God ; for they are foohfhnefs un-

to him ; neither can he know them, becaufe they arc

fpiritually difcerned : but he that is fpiritual judgeth all

things." " As God is true, our word toward you was
not yea and nay. For the Son of God, Jtfus Chriit,

who was peached among you by us, even by me, and
Silvanus, and Timotheus, was not yea and nay, but in

him was yea. For all the proinifjs of God m him are

yea, and in him amen, unto the glory of God by us."

—

Natural men, educated under gofpel-ordinances, altho'

they have fome notional knov/ledge of God, Chrift, the

promifes, the motions of the Holy Spirit, fo as they

may confer, preach, and difpute of thefe things ; yet

they look on them as common received maxims of
Chriftianity, from which to recede were a fingularity

and difgrace ; but not as real, folid, fubftantial truths, fo

as to adventure their fouls and everlafting being on them.

The underftanding is renewed alfo, to take up fomewhat
of God in the creatures, as bearing fparks of his glori-

ous attributes ; they fee " the heavens declaring his glo-

ry and power,'' and fomewhat of God in providence,

and difpenfations that fall out : " His wondrous works
declare that his name is near.'* The underftanding al-

fo taketh up the conditions and cafes of the foul other-

G
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wife than it was v/ont to do ; as we find the faints ufual-

Jy (peaking in Scripture, '' O my foul, thou hail laid !

unto the Lord, Thou art my Lord /' " Mv f^ul faid;

Thy face will 1 feek ;" " Why art ihoii calt down, O
my foul ?" " Return unto thy reft, O my f^ul."

2dlj. The heart and affections are renewed. The
heart is made " a new heart, a heart of ilefh,*' capable

of impreffions, having a copy of his law llamped on it,

and the fear of God put into it, whereby the man's duty

becometh in a manner native and kindly to the man

—

It was before a heart of Jlone^ void of the fear of God.
The affettions are renewed now. : the love is renewed in

fome good meafure ; it goeth out after God ;
" I will

love the Lord /' after his law, " O how love I thy law V
j

after thofe who have God's image in them, " By this

iliall all men know that ye are my difciples, if ye have

love one to another." '' We know that we have pof-

ied from death unto life, becaufe we love the brethren.'*

This love to God's people is upon a pure account, as

they are the children of God, and do keep his ftatutes ;

it is " wkh a pure heart fervently ;" and therefore it go-

eth tov/ards all fuch whom the man knoweth or appre-

hendeth to be fuch ; ''^I am a companion of all them
that fear thee, and of them that keep thy precepts," in all

cafes and conditions, even where there is nothing to beau-

tify or commend but the image of God. And this love

is fo fervent many times, that it putteth itfelf out in all

relations, {o as a man feeketh a godly wife, a godly maf-
tcr, a godly fervant, a godly counfellor, if he have to

chufe upon ;
" Mine eyes (hall be upon the faithful of

the land, that they may dwell with me : he that walketh

in a perfctl way, he Ihall ferve me." And " it is not

quenched by many waters :" Many imperfections and
infirmities, difference in opinion, wrongs received, will

not altogether quench love. Alfo it is communicative
of good according to its meafure, and as the cafe of the

poor godly requireth ;
" Thou art my Lord, my good-

nefs extcndeth not to thee, but to the faints ; But whofo
hath this world's good, and fceth his brother have need,
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and fhutteth up his bowels of compaflion from him, how
dwelleth the love of God in him ? My little children, let

iis not love in word, neither in tongue, but in deed and
in truth. And hereby we know that we arc of the truth,

and fhall affure our hearts before him." The man's ha-

tred is a'.fj renewed, and is now bended againft fin ; " I

hare vain thoughts ;" againft God's enemies, as fuch,
*' Do not I hate them that hate thee ?" ^c. The joy
or delight is renewed, for it runneth towards God ;

—

^' Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none
upon earth that I dehre befides thee :" tovv^ards his law
and will; " His delight is in the law of the Lord J* and
towards the godly and their fellowfiiip ; " To the faints,

in whom is all my delight." The forrow is turned a-

gainit lin which bath wronged Chrid : " Looking to

him whom they have pierced, they mourn.*' " The for-

row is godly" there, and againft what encroacheth upon
God's honor. '^ They are forrowful for the fjlernn al-

fembly, and the reproach of that is their burden." There
is fome renovation m all ihe atlecUons, as in every oth-

er part of the foul pointing now towards God.
3^/)'. The very outward members of the m^n are re-

newed, as the Scripture fpeaks, the tongue, the eye, the

ear, the hand, the foot, fo that " thofe members which
once were improved as weapons of unrighteoufnefs unto
fin, are now improved as weapons of righteoufnefs unto
holilefs."

Secondly. A man who is in Chrift is renewed in fome
meafure in all his ways :

^' Behold, all things are become
new." The man becometh new, ijl. In the way of his

intereft. Ke was upon any good before, though but ap»

parent, and at belt but external ; '• Many fay, who will

fhew us any good ?" but now his intereft and bufinefs

is, how to>* be found in Chrift,'* in that day, or how to

be forthcoming to him, and '* walk before him in the

light of the living," which he would chufe among ail the

mercies that {ill this earth ; " The earth, O Lord, is full

of thy mercy, teach me thy ftatutes." The inicreft of

Chrift alfu becometh the man's imereft; as appeareth in
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the fong of Hannah, and in the fong of Mary. It is

ftrangeto fee people newly converted, and having reach-

ed but the beginning of knowledge, concern and inte-

refl themielves in the public matters of Chrift's kingdona,

fo defirous to have him riding profperoufty, and fabdu-

ingthe people under him.

zdly. The man that is in Chrift, is renewed in the way
of his worfliip. He was wont to " ferve God in the

oldnefs oF the letter," for the fafliion, anfweringthe let-

ter of the command in theoutfide of duty, which one in

whom the old man hath abfolute dominion can do ; but

now he vvoiThippeth God '' in newnefs of fpirit,'* in a

new way, wherein he is "helped by the Spirit of God,"
beyond the reach of flefh and blood. He "fcrveth now
the true and hving God, in fpirit and in truth," having

fpiritual apprchcniions of God, and engaged in his very

foul in that work, doing and faying truly and not feign-

edly when he worfnippeth ; ilill " defiring to approach

unto him as a living God,** who heareth and feeth him,

and can accept his fervicc. I grant he fails of this many
times ; yet I may fay, fiich worfhip he intendeth, and
foractim,es overtaketh, and doth not much reckon that

worlhip which is not fo performed unto God ; and the

iniquity of his holy things is not the leaft part of his bur-

den and excrcife. Such a worfliip natural men are

itrangers unto, whilft they babble out their vain-glorious

boailings, like the Pharifee, " to an unknown God.*'

3c//)'. The man that is in Chriii: is renewed in the way
of his outward calling and employment in the world ; he
now refolveth to be about it, becaufe God hath com-
manded fo ;

'' Not ilothful in bufinefs, fervent in fpirit,

fervjiig the Lord •/' and to eye God in it as the lafl end,
*•' doing it to his glory ;" and (ludieth to keep fome in-

tcrcourfe with God in the exercife of his outward em-
ployments, as Jacob doth in his latter-will, " I have wai-

led for thy falvation, O Lord ;" and as Nehcmiah d'ld^

'• Then the King faid unto me, for what doll thou make
rcquolt ? So I prayed to the God of heaven /' fo as the
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man refolveth to walk with God, and " fet him always
before him/' wherein I deny not he faileth often.

^ihh. He becometh new in the way of his relations;

he becometh a more dutiful hufband, father, brother,

mafter, fervant, neighbor. " Herein doth he exercife

himfelf to keep a confcience void of otrence towards men
as well as towards God, becoming all things to all men."

p^thly. He becometh new in the way of lawful liber-

ties ; he ftudieth to make ufe of meat, drink, fleep, re-

creations, apparel, with an eye to God, laboring not to

come under the power of any lawful thing ;
" All things

are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient ; all

things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under
the power of any /* nor to give offence to others in the

ufe of thefe things. ' For meat deftroy not the work
of God. All things indeed are pure ; but it is evil for

that man who eateth with offence. It is good neither to

eat flefh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy

brother ilum,bleth,or is offended, or is made weak. Let
every one of us pleafe his neighbor for his good to edi-

fication ; not ufing liberty as an occafion to the flefh.'*

Yea, he laboreth to ufe all thefe things as a ilranger on
earth, fo as his moderation may appear; " Let your mo-
deration be known unto all men.'* And fome way he
doth eye God as the lad; end in thefe things ; " doing all

to the glory of God :" fo as we may fay of that man,
'' Old things are much paffed away, all things are,*' in

fome meafure, '' become new." He that is fo a ne\T

creature is undoubtedly in Chrift.

This renovation of a man in all manner of converfa-

tion, and this being under law to God in all things, is

that '^hoiinefs, without which no man fli all fee the Lord.'*

Men may fancy things to themfelves, but unlefs they

fludy to approve themfelves unto God in all well-plea-

fing, and reach fome inward teQimony of fincerity that

way, they (hall not affure their hearts before him. '^ The
teftimony of men's confcience is their rejoicing. By
this we know that we know him, if we keep his com-
mandments. And hereby we know^ that we are of the
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truth, and fhall afTure our hearts before him. For if

our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart,

and knoweth all things. Beloved, if our heart condemn
us not, then have we confidence towards God;" No
confidence if the heart condemn. This is the new crea-

ture, having a principle of new fpiritual life infufcd by
God into the heart, whereby it becometh new, and put-

teth forth a61s of new life throughout the whole man, as

"we have faid, fo as he pointeth towards the whole law.

1. Towards thefe commands which forbid fin ; fo he
refolveth to fet againfl fecret fins, " not to lay a ftumb-

ling-block before the blind :" little fins, which are judg-

ed fo by many, the leaft things of the law :
" Whofo-

ever (hall break one of thefe leaft commandments, and
Ihall teach men fo, he fhall be called the leaft in the king-

dom of heaven :" fpiritual fins, filthinefs of the fpirit

;

'' Having, therefore, thefe promifes, dearly beloved, let

us cleanfc ourfelves from all filthinefs of the flefh and
fpirit. perfeQing holinefs in the fear of God." Sins of

omilfionas well as of commiffion, fince men are to be

judged by thefe, " Then fhall he fay unto them on the

ieft hand, Depart from me, ye cuifcd, into everlafting

fire, prepared for the devil and his angels : for I -was an

hungred, and ye gave me no meat, I was thirfty, and ye

gave me no drink." Yea, fins that are winded in into

his natural humour and conftitution, and fo are as " a

right eye or hand" to him ;
" If thy right eye offend

thee, pluck it out, and caft it from thee," Szc. This new
principle of life, by the good hand of God, maketh the

man (cl againft every known fin, fo far as not to allow

peaceable abode to any known darknefs ;
" What fel-

lowfliip hath righieoufhcfs with unrighteoufnefs ? and
what communion hath li^ht with darknefs ?" 2. As alfo

he pointeth towards thofe commands which relate to du-

ty, and the quickening of grace in man : it maketh a

man " refpcQ all God's known commands ;'' to " live

godly, righteoudy, and fobcrly :" )ea and to ftudy a.

right and linccre way and manner of doing things, re-

fjiving not to give over this ftudy of conformity to
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God's will, whilft he liveth on earth, but ftill to " preis

forward toward the mark, for the prize of the high calling

of God in Chrift Jefus.'* This is true holinefs, very be-

coming all thofe who pretend to be heirs of that holy

habitation, in the immediate company and fellowfliip of
a holy God ;

" We know that when he fhail appear, we
ihall be hke him."

Some may think thefe things high attainments, and
very hard to be gained. I grant it is true. But, firji

Remember that there is a very large allowance in the co-

venant promifed to his people, which maketh things

more eafy. The Lord hath engaged " to take away
the ftoney heart, to give a heart of flefh, a new heart,

a heart to fear him forever /* he hath engaged to " put

his law in men's heart : to pui his fear in their heart to

make them keep that law ; to put his Spirit in them to

caufethem to keep it.'' He hath promifed " to fatisfy

the priefts with fatnefs," that the fouls of " the people

may be fatiated with his goodnefs ; and to keep and wa-
ter them continually every moment." And if he mufl

be "enquired to do thefe things unto men,'* he engag-

eth to " pour out the fpiritof grace andfapplication on
them," and fj to learn them how to feek thefe things, how
to put him to it, to do all for them.

Secondly, For the fatisfadion of the weaker, I grant

this new creature, as we have circumfcribed and enlarg-

ed it, will not be found, in all the degrees of it, in eve-

ry gracious peribn. But it is well if,

iJL There be a new man. We cannot grant lefs

;

*' If any man be in Chrift, he is a new creature,'' and

that is the new man, which all muft put on who are fav-

ingly taught of Chrift; " If fo be that ye have heard

him, ar>d have been taught by him, as the truth is in je-

fus : That ye put oft^ concerning the former converfa-

tion the old man, which is corrupt according to the de-

ceitful lufts : and be renewed in the fpirit of your mind;

and that ye put on the new man, which after God is

created in righteoufntf. and true holinefs." There muft

be fome renewing after the image of God in a man's foul
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and body ; there mud be foiiiewhat of every part of the;

man pointing towards God. Although I grant every

one cannot inftru6t this to others, neither difcern it in

himfelF, becaufj many know not the diftinct parts of the

Ibul, nor pieces of reformation competent to every part

of the foul and body; yet it will be found there is fome
fuch thing in them, yea, they have a witnefs of it with-

in them, if you make the thing plain and clear to them
Avhat it is.

2.dly. There* muft be fuch a refpe8: unto God*s know^n

commands, that a man do not allow peaceably any
known iniquitv to dwell in him; for "what fellowfliip

hath righteoiifntfs with unrighteoufnefs ? and what com-
munion hath light with darknefs ?" He muft not regard

iniquity ;
" Then fhall I not be afliamed when I have

refpe6l unto all thy commandments." " If I regard ini-

quity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me." I grant

men may be ignorant of many commands and many fins,

and may imagine, in fome cafes, that fome fins are

not hateful unto God ; but fuppofing that they are in-

ilruBed in thcfe things, there can be no agreement be-

tween righteoufnefs and unrighteoufnefs.

"^dly. Men mult point towards all the law of God in

their honeft refolutions ; for this is nothing clfe than to

give up the heart unto God, to put his law in it without

exception, which is a part of the covenant we are to

make with God. '^ This is the covenant that I will

make with the houfe of Ifrael— I will put my laws into

their mind, and write them in their liearts." I grant

many know not how to point towards God's law in ail

their ways ; but if it be made manifelt unto them how
that fliould be done, they will point at it. And it is

true, thcywill many times fail of their refolutions ini

ih"cir practice; yet when they have failed, they can fay,

they did refolve otherwife, and will yet honeftly, and
without gujle, refolve to do otherwifc, and it will prove
their afllictiun to have failed of their rcfolution, when the

Lord difcovercth it to them, which he vv^ill do in due
time.
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^thly. When we are to judge of our ftate by the new
creature, we muft do it at a convenient time, when wc
are in good cafe, at leaft, not when we are in the worft

cafe; for " the flefh and fpirit do luft and fight againft

other,*' and fometimes the one and fometimes the other

doth prevail. Now, I fay, we muft chufe a convenient

time, when the fpiritual part is not by fome tentation

worfted and overpowered by the flefh ; for in that cafe

the new creature is recoiled back in its ftreams, and
much returned to the fountain and the habits, except in

fome fmall things not eafily difcernible, whereby it ma-
keth oppolition to the flefh, according to the forcfaid

Scripture. For, now is it the time of winter in the foul,

and we may not expect fruit, yea, not leaves, as in fome
other fcafon ; only here, left profane Atheifts fliould

make advantage of this will, we will fay, that the fpirit

doth often prevail over the fieih in a godly man, and yet

the fcope, aim, tenor, and main drift of his way is in the

law of the Lord, that is his walk ; whereas the path-

way and ordinary courfe of the wicked is fin, as is often

hinted in the book of the Proverbs of Solomon. And if

it happen that a godly man be overmaftered by any
tranfgreffion, ordinarily it is his fad exercife ; and we
fuppofe he keeps it ftill in dependency before God to

have it rc6lified, as David fpeaketh, " Wilt thou not de-

liver my feet from falling ?"

Cljaptet VL

The Difference betwixt a truly renewed Man who is in

Chrijl and Hypocrites.

Ohjecl. /\xHEISTS and hypocrites may
l^ave great changes and renovation wrought upon them^

and in them, and I fear mine be fuch.

Anfw. I grant that Atheifts and hypocrites have ma-

ny things in them v/hich do look like the new creature,

H
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Firft, In regard of the parts of the man, they raay^

1. Come to nuich knowledge, as "They are enlighten-

ed. 2. There may be a reel among their affections, as,

'^ They receive the word nith joy, as he that received

the feed into Itony placss." 3 Tliey may reach a great

deal of outward reformation in the outward man, both

concerning freedom from fin, and engagement to pofi-

live duty, as that Pharifeedid, " God, I thank thee that

I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjult^ adulte-

terers, or even as this Publican : I fait twice in the week,

I give tithes of all that I poifefs." Yea, 4. In regard of

iheir practical underftanding, they may judge fome things

of God to be excellent ; the officers iaid, that " never

man fpake as Chrift.**

Secondly. Hypocrites may have a great deal of pro-

fellion. 1. They may talk of the law and gofpel, and-

of the covenant, as theM?icked do ; " What halt thou to

do to declare my ftatutes, or that thou fliouldft take my
iiovenant in thy mouth ?" 2. They may confefs fin

openly to their own (liame, as King Saul did. 3. They
may humble therafelves in fackcloth with Ahab. 4. They
may inquire bulily after duty, and come cheerfully to

receive it ; " Yet they feck me daily, and ^lelight to

};now my virays, as a nation that did righteoufnef>, and
iorfook not the ordinance of their God ; they afkof me
th« ordinances of judice, they take deljght in approach^

ingtoGod." 5. They may join with God's intereft in

a hard and difficult time, as Deinas and other hypocrites^

in the Book of the AHs of the ApoJiUs, who afterwards

fell off. 6. They may give much of their goods to Gr^r?

and to the faints, as Ananias, if not all their good
*' Though I beftow all my goods to f:^ed the poor, a^

have not charity, it profiteth me nothing." Yea, 7.

is not impoifible for fome fuch, being liraitly engaged
their credit, to " give their bodice to be burned,*' a^

the lall-cited place.

Thirdly. Hypocrites may advance far in the common
and ordinary fteps of a Chriftian work; fuch as the elc^t

Have when God leads them captive. A?, 1. They may
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be under great convirions of fin, as Judas was : So v/as

King Saul often. 2. They may tremble at the word
of God, and be under much terror, as Felix was.

—

3. They may " rejoice in receiving of the truth, as he
that received the feed into ilony places." 4. They may
be in fome peace and quiet, in expeftation of falvaiion

by Chrifi, as the fooliui virgins were. 5. All this may
be backed and followed with fome good meafare of re-

formation, as the Pharifee, " The unclean fpirit may go
out of ihem.*'4 6, This work may feem to beconfirm-
-ed b\ fome fpecial experiences and ^Mailings of the good
word of God.**

Fourthly. Hypocrites may have fome things very like

the faving graces of the Spirit ; as 1. They may have a
fort of faith with Simon Magus. 2, They may have a

fort of repentance, and may walk mournfully, " What
profit is it that we hav-e walked mournfully before the

Lord of hods ? 3. They may have a great fear of God^
fuch as Balaam had, who, for a houfe-fuU of gold,

ivould not go with the meljengers of Balak, without

leave alked oi God, and given. 4. They have a fort

ofhope, "Thehypocrite's hope fnall perifii.'* 5. They
have fome love, fo had Herod to John ; I need not to

inhft, it is out of all queftion they have counterfeits of aii

faving graces,

FifLilly, They have ll)mewhat like the fjoecial comrau-
jiications of God, and the witneffing of his Spirit, and
fomewbat like "the powers of thev/orld to come,-' pow-
erfully on them, with fome fiafhesof joy arifmg thence,

as" For it is impodible " for thofe who were once en-

lightened, and have tailed of the heavenly gift, and were

made partakers of the Holy Ghoft, and have taded the

good word of God, a.nd the povs^ers of the world to come;

; if they (hall fall away, to renew them again unto repent-

ance.'' Notv/ith Ran ding of ail which, they are but " al-

mi>li; perfuaded, with Agrippa, to be Chriitians : It were

tedious to fpeak particularly to each of thefc things, and

to clear it up, that they are all but rotten ware; I fliall

' candcfcend upon fome few things, wherein a truly je-
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newcd man, who is in Chrift, doth differ from hypo-

crites and reprobates.

ijl, Whatfoever change be in hypocrites, yet their

heart is not changed and made new. The new heart is

only given to the cleQ, when they are converted and

brought under the bond of the covenant ; " 1 will give

them one heart, and one way, that they may fear me
for ever. A new heart will I give you, and anew fpi-

rit will I put within you ; and 1 will take away the llo

ny heart out of your flefli, and I v/ill give you a heart

of llefli/* Hypocrites did never apprehend Chrift as the

only fatisfying good in all the world, for which with joy

they would quit all ; for then the ki-ngdom of God were

entered into them ;
'' The kingdom of heaven is like un-

to treafure hid in a field ; the which when a man hath

found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and felleth

all that he hath, and buyeth that held." The truly re-

newed man dare, and can upon good ground fay, and

hath a teflimony of it from on high, that his heart hath

been changed in taking up. of Chrift, and hath been led

out after him, as the only enriching treafure, in whom
** to be found he accounteth all things elfe lofs and

dung/'
^dly. Whatfoever reformation or profelTion hypo-

crites do attain unto, as it cometh not from a new heart

jind pure principle of zeal for God, fo it is always for

fome wicked and by-end, as " to be feen of men,'* or to

cvite and fhun fome outward flrait, to be free of God*s
wrath, and the trouble of their own confcience

—

" Wherefore have we fafted, fay they, and thou fcefl

not ? wherefore have wc afflicted our fv>ul, and thou ta-

keft no knowledge? What profit is it that we have kept

his ordinance, and that wc have walked mournfully be-

fore the Lord of hods ?" In leftimony of this they ne-

ver have refpecl to all known commands, elle they fhould
*' never be afhamed ;*' nor do they, without approven
guile in their own heart, rciolve againll every known
iniquity, elfe they were freed of heart-condemnings,and
Jfj mighr jullly have ," conhdcnce before God.'* If ui



SAVING INTEPvEST IN CHRIST. 61

never fo mean a cafe they did, from a principle of love

unto, and of zeal for Chrift, and for a right end, con-

fefs and profefs him, Chrift were obliged by his own
word " to confefs them before his Father.'*

^dly. Whatfoever length hypocrites advance in that

work, by which people are led in unto Chrift, yet they

never " feek firft the kingdom of God and his righte-

oufnefs : The one thing that is neGeflary,** viz. Chrift's

friend ftiip and fellow fhip, is never their one thing and
heart- fatisfying choice, eife that " better part would ne-

ver be taken from them.'*

^tkly. Whaifoever counterfeits of grace are in hypo-
crites, yet they are all bred there, withoui any faving

Vv^ork of the Spirit of Chrift; and it is enpugh to exclude

them from the benefit of this mark, that they are never

denied to thefe things, nor emptied of them, but ftill do

reft on them as their faviour, fo that " they fubmit not

unto the righteoufnefs of God,*' and that is enough to

keep them at a diftance from Chrift, who will never clout

that old garment of hypocrites wiih his fine new linen^

nor " put his new wine in thefe old bottles.'*

^ihly. We may fay. Let hypocrites, reprobates, or

atheifts, have what they can. they want the three great

effentials of religion and true Chriftianity. (i.) They
are not broken in themfelves, and emptied even of their

righteoufnefs, the leiigth of feif-loathing, yet lying open

for relief. Such " loft ones Chrift came to feek and

fave." (2.) They never took up Chrift Jefus as the

only treafure and jewel that can only enrich, and ftiould

fatisfy ; and therefore have never cordially agreed un-

to God's device in the covenant, and fo are not worthy

of him ; neither hath the kingdom of God favingly enter-

ed into their heart : " The kingdom of heaven is hke

unto a treafure hid in a field, the which when a man
hath found, he hideth ; and for joy thereof felleth all

that he hath, and buyeth the fieldV*' (3.) They never

in earneft do dole with Chrift's whole yoke without ex-

ception, judging all his " will juft and good, holy and

fpiwtual ;'^ and therefore no reit followed on thcrn by
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Chrift ;
" Take my yoke upon you, and ye fhall find

reft unto your fouls.'* Therefore, whofoever thou art

who can lay clear and juft claim to thcfe three forefaid

thmgs, thou art beyond the reach of all atheifts, hypo-

crites, and reprobates, in the world, as having anfvver-

ed the great ends and intents of the law and gofpel.

Ohjccl. I am clear fometimes, I think, to lay claim

to that mark of the new creature; yet at other times fin

doth fo prevail over me, that I am made to queftion

aU the work within me.

Anfc'j. It is much to be lamented that people profef-

ftng his name fhould be fo abufed and enflaved by tranf-

greflion as many are. Yet, in anfwerto theobjeBion,

if it be ferioufly propofed, we fay, the faints are found

in Scripture juftly laying claim unto God and his cove-

nant when iniquity did prevail over them ; as we find>

Ffams Ixv. 3. " Iniquities prevail agamft me; as for

our tranfgrcffionsthou ihalt purge them away." Rom.
vji. 23, 25. Paul " thanks God through Chrift, when
a law in his members leads him captive unto fin.'* But
for the better underflanding, and fafe application, of

fuch truths, we muft make a difference betwixt grofs

outbreakings and ordinary infirmities or heart-ills, or

iins that come unav/ares upon a man, without fore-

thought or any deliberation. As for the former sort,

it is hard for a man, whilft he is un^er the power of thcni

to fee his gracious change, although it be in him: and
V4sry hard to draw any comfort from it, until the man
be i^ fome meafure recovered, and begin ferioufly to

relent fuch fins, and to refolve againft them. We find

David calling himfelf God*s fervant quickly after his nu-

bering of God*i; people ; but he was then under the

ferious refentment of his fin. Jonah layeth claim to God
as his mafter under his rebelhon; but he is then ruing

it, and in a fpirit of revenge againft himfelf for his fin.

Ne.xt, as for thefe fins of infirmity, and daily incurfion

and heart-ills, fach as thofe whereof Paul doth complain
it is like were.

We (hall draw out fome ihings from that fcventh chap-
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ter to the Romans, whereupon Paul maintains his inter-

eft in Chiiil, and if you can apply them it is well. i.

When Paul findeth that he doth much fail, and cannot

Teach conformity to God's law, he doth not blame the

law, as being too ftricl, fo as men cannot keep it, as

"hypocrites ufe to fpeak ; but he doth blame himfjlf as

being carnal; and he faith of the law, " that it is good,

holy, and fpiritual." 2. He can fay, he failed of a good
which he intended, and did outfhoot himfelf, and he

had often honeftly refolved againft the evil which he fell

into. 3. He faith, that the prevailing of fin over him is

hisexercife, fo as hejudgeth himfelf wretched becaufe

of fuch a body of death, from which he longeth to be

delivered. 4. He faith that while he is under the pow-
er and law of (in, there is fomewhat in the bottom of

his heart oppofing it, although overmaftered by it,

which would be another way, and when that gets the

upper hand it is a deliglitfome thing. Upon thefe things

he " thanks God in Chrift that there is no condemna-
tion.*' Now then look if you can lay claim to thefe

things. 1. If you do blame yourfelf, and approve the

law, whilft you fail. 2. If you can fay, that you do
often refolve againll fm honeftly, and without known
guile ; and do fo refolve the contrary good before the

evil break in upon you. 3. If you can fay, that you
are fo farexercifed with your failings as to judge your-

felf wretched becaufe of fuch things, and a body of death

which is the root and fountain of fuch things. 4. If you
can fay, that there is a party within you oppohng thefe

evils, which would be at the right way, and, as it were

is its element when it is in God's way, it is well ; only be

advifid not to take reft, until in fome good meafure you
be rid of the ground of this objeQion, or, at Icaft, un-

til you can very clearly fay, you are waging war with

thefe things. Now, a good help againft the prevailing

power of fin is to cleave clofe to Chrift Jefus by faith,

which, as it is a deiirable part of fanctihcation, and a

notable piece of conformity to God's will, and moft ilib-

krvient unto his defign in the gofpcl, " the life which I
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now live in the flcfh I live by the faith of the Son ofGod
who loved me, and gave himfclf for me. I do not

fruftrate the grace of God :" and fo fhould be much
endeavored by people, as a work pleafing unto God,
*' This is the work of God, that ye believe on him
whom he hath fent :" fo it is the ready way to draw
iife and fap froni Chrift the blelfed root, for fruitfulnef-?

in all cafes, as John xv. 4, 5. "Abide in me, and I

in you : as the branch cannot bear fruit of iifelF, except

it abide in the vi«e ; no more can ye, except y^ abide

in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches : he that a-

bideth in me, and I i-n him, the fame bringeth .forth

much fruit : for without me ye can do nothing."

CDaptet viL

Cf the Special Coinmunication of God^ and thefingidar

gracious Operations of las Spirit.

OhjcB. J DO not partake ofthefefpecial com-
munications of God mentioned in the ^Scripture, and
actings and outgoings of his Spirit, whereof gracious

people often are fpeaking, and whereunto they attain.

—

The want of thcfc things makcth me much fufpeQ my
Itate.

Anfw, I fiiail fliortly hint fome of thefe excellent,

communications ; and I hope, upon a right difcovery

of them, there will be but fmall ground found for the

jealous complaints of many gracious people.

Firfl. (Befide thefe convidions of the Spirit of God,
which uf;i.to ufiier Chrill's way into the louls of men,
and thcfc alfo which afterwards do ordinarily attend

them.,) there is a fcal of the Spirit of God fpoken of in

Scripture, the principal thing whereof is the fantlifying

work of the Holy Gholt, imprinting the draughts and
lineaments of God*s image and revealed will upon a

man, as a fcal or fignet doth leave an imprefTion and
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ftamp of its likenefs upon the thing fealed. So it is,

*' The foundation of God ftandeth fare, having this

feal, The Lord knoweth them that are his ; and, Let

every one that nameth the name of Chrift depart from

iniquity.'* And thus I conceive the feal to be called a,

loitnefs ;
" He that believeth hath the witnefs in himfelf /'

that is, the grounds, upon which an intereft in Chrifl

is to be made out and proved, are in every believer ;

for he hath fomewhat of the fan6tifying work of God's

fpirit in him, which is a fure, although not always a

clear and manifeft witnefs.

Secondly^ There is covimunion with God, much talk-

ed of among Chriftians, whereby they underftand the

fenfible prefence of God refrefhing the foul exceedingly.

But if we fpeak properly, communion with God is a

mutual intereft between God and a man, who hath clo-

fed with him in Chrift. it is a commonefs, or a com-
mon intereft, between God and a man -, not only is a

man in'terefted in God himfelf,but in all that is the Lord's,

fo the Lord hath a fpecial intereft in the man, and alfo

all that belongs to him. There is a communion between

hufband and wife, whereby they have a fpecial intereft

in other perfons, goods, money and concernments ; io

it is here : there is fuch a communion with God, he is

our God, and all things are ours, becaufe he is ours.

This communion with God all true believers have at all

times,' as we fliall ftiew afterwards. I grant there is an

a6lual improvement of that communion, whereby men
do boldly meddle with any thing that belongs unto God,
and do meddle with himfelf, as their own with much
homelinefs and familiarity : cfpecially in worftiip, when
the foul doth converfe with a living God, partak-

ing of the divine nature, growing like unto him, and

fweetly travelling through his attributes, and, v.'ith fome

confidence of intereft, viewing thefe things as the man's

own goods and money ; this we call communion v;ith

God in ordinances. This indeed is not fo ordinarily

Ror freaueiitly made out to men, and all his people do

I
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not equally partake of it : and it is true, that what is in

God goeth not out for the behoof of the man to his ap-

prehenfion equally at all limes; yet certainly ; commu-
nion with God properly, fo called, viz. that common-
nefs of intereft between God and a man, who is faving-

ly in covenant \vith him, doth always ftand firm and fure,

and fo much of communion with God in ordinances

have all believers, as that their heart converfeth with a

living God there, now and then, and is in fome meafurc

changed into that fame image : and there needeth be no

doubt about any further in it.

Thirdly^ There is a thing which is called fdlowJJiip

with God, often raiftaken alfo amongll believers. If

by fellowfhip be meant the walking in our duty, as in

the fight of a living God, who feeth and heareth us, and^

is witnefs to all our carriage, it is a thing common unto

all gracious men ; they all have it habitually, and in de-

fign, " I have fet the Lord always before me.'* Yea,
and often they have it adually in exercife, when their

fpirit is in any good frame; they walk as if they faw God
ftanding by them, and have fome thoughts of his favour

through Chrift :
" Truly our fellowfhip is with the Fa-

ther and with his Son Jefus Chrift,** If we hyfdlowjhip
domcan^a fweet refrelhing, familiar, fenfible converfing

with God, which doth delight and refrcfh the foul, be-

fide what the confcience of duty doth ; it is then a walk-

ing in the light of his countenance, and a good part of
fen iible pre fence ; and although it feemeth Enoch had
much of it whilft it is faid, " He walked with God,"
yet it is not fo ordinary as the former, nor fo common
to all Chriftians; for here the foul is filled with marrow
and fatnefs, following hard after its guide, and fingularly

upheld by hi^ right hand, '' My foul fhall be fatisfied a?

with marrow.and fatnefs; and my mouth fhall praife

thee with joyful lips. My foul followcth hard after

tl:fce, ihy right hand upholdeth mc.**

Fourthly^ There is a thing which is called acccfs unto
God ; and this 1 take to be the removing obRruBions
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dut of the way between a man andSod, fo as the man
is admitted to come near. We are laid to have accefs

to a great perfon when doors are caft open, guards re-

moved from about him, and we admitted to come clofe

at him ; fo it is here. Now this accefs, in fcripture, is

fometimcs taken for Chriil's preparing of the way, the

removing of enmity between God and fmners, fo as

men now have a patent way to come unto God through

Ghrift; ^' For through him we both have an accefs by
one fpirit unto the Father.'* Sometimes it is taken for

the adual improvement of that accefs purchafed by
Chrift, when a man finds all obi^ru6tions and differen-

ces, which do ordinarily fall in between him and God,
removed : God is not uncouth to him, nor as a llran-

ger, keeping up himfelf from him, or frowning on him ;

but the man is admitted to '^ come even to his fe^t,'* as

Job xxiii. 3, Of ihe want of this doth Job complain,

chdi), xxiii. 8, 9, whilft he faith, " I go forward, back-

ward, to the right and left hand, and I find him not.'^

The firfl fort of accefs is common to aii beiievers : they

are brought near by the blood of the covenant, and are

no more far off, as the deadly enmity between Cod
and them is removed : but accefs in the other lenfe is

difpenfed more according to the Lord's abfolute fove-

reignty and pleafurc, and it is left in the power of believ-

ers to obfiruQ it unto themfelves, until it pleaie the

Lord m.ercifully and freely to grant it unto them ar^ain ;

fo it is up and down, and there needs be no queltion as

to a man's ftate about it.

Fifthly, There is a thing called liberty before God ;

and this properly is freedom, or free fpeaking unto God.

Many do much queftion their ftate, becaufe of the want

of this now and then, fince the fcripture hath faid

—

" Where the fpirit is, there is liberty ;'* but they do un-

juftly confine that liberty fpoken of there unto this free

fpeaking before God. I grant, where the fpirit of the

Lord doth favingly difcovcr God's will in the fcriptures

to a man, there is liberty from any obligation to the ce-
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remonial law, andlfrom the condemning power of the

moral law, and from much of that grofs darknefs and

ii^norance which is on natural hearts as a vail hiding

Chrift in the gofpel from them. I grant alfo, that fome-

times even this hberty, which is a free communing with

God, and " ordering of our caufe before him, and fil

iing of our mouth with arguments," is granted to the god-

ly, but not as liberty taken in the former fenfes. Altho'

the Lord hath obliged himfelf to " pour out the fpirit of

prayer upon all the houfe of David*' in fome meafure,

yet this communication of the fpirit, which we call liber-

ty or free /peaking unto God, dependeth much on the

Lord's abfolute pieafure, when, and in what meafure to

allow it. This liberty, which we call freedom oxfree

Jpeaking with God in prayer, is fometimes much ab-

itra6led from any great confidence in the time of pray-

er, at leaft, until it draw towards the clofe of it; it (land-

eth much in a vivacity of the underftanding to take up
the cafe which a man is to fpeak before God, {o as he

can order his caufe : and next, there be words, or ver-

bal expreflions, elegant, fuitable, and very emphaticaU

or powerful and pithy. There is alfo joined a fervency

of fpirit in prayer, w'hereof the fcripture fpeaketh ; the

foul is hot and bended, and very intent. There is alfo

ordinarily in this liberty a fpccial melting of the heart

often joined with a great meafure of the " fpirit of grace

and iupplication." So the foul is poured out before

God as for a firfl-born. Such is the liberty which many
faints get before God, whiilt, in much brokennels of

heart and fervency of fpirit, they are admitted to fpeak

their mind fully to God, as a living God, noticing (at

ieafl) their prayer. Sometimes this liberty is joined

with confidence, and then it is not only a free, but alfo

a bold, fpeaki'ig before God. It is that " boldnefs with

confidence, in whom we have boldnefs and accefs with

confidence, by the faith of him. This is more rarely

imparted unto men than the former, yet it is ordinary :

n hath in it, befidc what we fpake before, fome influence
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of the fpirit upon faith, making it put out feme vigorous
afting in prayer. There is a fweet mournful frame of
fpirit, by which a man poureth out his heart in God's
bofom, and, with fome confidence of his favor and good
will, pleadeth his caufe before him as a hving God ; and
this is all the fenfible prefence that many faints do attain

unto. There is no ground of doubt concerning a man's
Itate in the point of liberty before God, in this laft fenfe,

becaufe there is nothing effential to the making up of a

gracious ftate here ; fome have it, fome want it, fjme
have it at fome times, and not at other times, fo that it

is much up and down ; yet I may fay, gracious men
may do much, by a very ordinary influence, contribu-

ting towards the attaining and retaining, or keeping, of
fuch a frame of fpirit.

Sixthly. There is a thing called infiuence^ or breath,

ing of the fpirit. This gracious .influence (for of fuch

only do I now fpeak) is either ordinary ; and this is the

operations of the floiy Spirit on the foul, and the habits

of grace there, v/hereby they are fl:iil kept alive, and in

fome exercife and aBing, although not very difcernible.

This influence, I conceive, doth always attend believers,

and is that " keeping and watering night and day, and
every moment,'* promifed : or, this influence is more
fmgular and fpecial, and is that fame to a gracious, al-

though a withered foul, as the *^ wind and breath to the

dry bones," putting them in good cafe, and " as the dew
or rain to the grafs," or newly mown field and parched

ground : Such influence is meant, by the " blowing of

the fouth-wind, making the fpices to flow out." When
the fpirit moveth thus, there is an edge put upon the gra-

ces of God in the foul, and they are made to aft more
vigoroufly. This is the " enlarging of the heart,** by
which a '' man doth run in the ways of God :'* This in-

fluence is more difcernible than the former, and not (o

ordinarily communicated. Alfo here, fomctimes the

wind bloweth more upon one grace, and fometimes

iJiore difccrnibly upon another, and often upon many
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of the graces together ; and, according to the leflcr or

greater meafure of this influence, the foul aBeth more or

)efs vigoroufly towards God : and fince faith is a crea-

ted grace in the foul, this influence of the fpirit is upon
it, fometimes lefs, fometimes more, and accordingly is

the affurance of faith, fniall or great.

Seventhly. There is the hearing of prayer^ often fpo-

ken of in fcripture ; and many vex themfelves about it,

allcdging that they know nothing of it experimentally.

—

I grant, there is a favorable hearing of prayer ; but we
muft remember it is twofold. Either (i.) It is fuch as a

man is fimply to believe by way of argument on fcrip-

tural grounds : as if 1 be fled unto Chrift^ and do ap-

proach unto God in him, pray according to his will, not

regarding iniquity in my heart, exercifing faith about the

thing I pray for abfolutely or conditionally, according

to the nature of the thing and promifes concerning it; I

am obliged to believe that God heareth my prayer, and
will give what is good, according to thefe fcriptures

—

" Whatfoever ye afl^ in my name, I will do it." " This

is our confidence, that whatfoever we afli according to

his will, he heareth us.*' " Believe that ye receive, and
ye fliall have what ye defire." " If I regard iniquity in

my heart, the Lord will not hear :" then if I regard not

iniquity, I may believe that he doth hear me. Or, (2.)

A man doth fenfibly perceive that God heareth his pray-

er ; it is made out to his heart, without any fyllogillical

deda8ion. Such a hearing of prayer got Hannah—
" Her countenance w^as no more fad." Surely the

Lord did breathe upon her faith, and made her believe

that (he v/as heard : flie could not make it out by any
argument ; for [he had not grounds whereupon to build

the premiles of the argument, according to fcripture, in

the particular : God did flamp it fome way upon her

heart lenhbly, and fo made her believe it. This is but

rarely granted, efpecially in cafes,clearly deducible in

fcripture ; therefore people are much to be fatibfied in

exerciGng their faith about the other, and ought to leave
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it to God to give of this latter what he pleafeth. A man's
gracious ftate fhould not be brought upon debate upon
the account of fuch hearing of prayer.

Eighthly. There is ajfurance of God's favor by the

witnelfing of our own fpirits ; which affurance is dedu-

ced by way of argument fyllogiftically thus : Whofo-
ever beheveth on Chriit fhali never perifli : but I do be-

lieve on Chrift; therefore I (hall never perifh. Whofo
hath refpe6l unto all God's commandments iliall never

be afhamed : but I have refpe8: unto all his commands ;

therefore, I fhall never be afhamed. I fay, by reafon-

ingthus, and comparing fpiritual things, a man may at-

tain unto a good certainty of his gracious ftate. It is

fuppofed, " That by loving the brethren in deed and

in truth, we may affure our hearts before God—And
that a man may rejoice upon the teftimony of a good

confcience. A man may have confidencetowards God,
if his heart do not condemn him*'—We may then attain

unto fome affurance, although not full affurance, by the

witnefs of our own fpirits. I do not deny, that in thisS

witnefling of our fpirits towards affurance there is fome

concurrence of the fpirit of God : but, I conceive, there

ncedeth but a very ordinary influence, without which

we can do nothing. Now, this affurance, fuch as \i

is, may be reached by intelligent believers, who keep a

good confcience in their walk. So, I hope, there needs

be no debate about it, as to aman*s gracious itate; for

if a man will clear himfelf of heart condemnings, he

will fpeedily reach this affurance.

Ninthly^ There is a " witnefTmgof God's fpirit," men-

tioned "bearing witnefs with our fpiritjthat we are the cliiU

dren of God." This operation of the Spirit is beft under-

ftood,ifwe produce any fyliogifm by which our fpirit doih

witnefs our fonfliip; as for example, \\;hofoever loveth

the brethren is palfed from death to life, and confequent-

ly is in Chrift : but I love the brethren ; therefore I am
paifed from death to life. Here, there is a threefold

operation of the fpirit^ or three operations rather : The'
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firft is a beam of divine light upon the firfl: propofnion^

perfuading the divine authority of it, as the word of

God. The fpirit of the Lord muil witncf> the divinity

of the fc) ipture, and that it is the infallible word of God^

far beyond ail other arguments that can be ufed for it.

The fecond operation is a glorious beam of light from

the fpirit, (hining upon the fecond propoiition, and fo

upon his own graces in the foul, difcovering them to be

true graces, and fuch as the fcripiure calleth fo. Thus
we are faid to " know by his fpirit the things that are

freely given unto us of God." The third operation is

in order to the third propofuion of the argument, or

the conclufion, and this I conceive to be nothing eUe

but an influence upon faith, ftrengthening it to draw a

conclufion of iull afTurance upon the alorefaid premifes.

Now, (with fubmiffion unto others, v/ho have great-

er light m the fcripture, and more experience of ihefe

precious communications) I do conceive the witnefs

of the fpirit, or witnefling of it, which is mentioned Ro7n,

viii. 16. " The fpirit itielf beareth witnefs with our fpi-

rit that we are the children of God," is not that firft ope-

ration upon the firft proportion ; for that opera-

tion is that teftimony of the fpirit by which he beareth

witnefs to the divinity of the whole fcripture, and afiert-

eth the divine authority of it unto the fouls of gracious

men : and fuch an operation may be upon a truth of
fcripture, which doih not relate to a man's fonfliip or

intcreftin Chrift at all. The fpirit may fo fliine upon
any truth, relating to duty, or any other fundamental

truth, -perfuading the divitiity of it upon and unto the

foul, and fpeak nothing relating to a man's iniereft in

Chrift. Neither is the third operation of the fpirit by
which he makes faith boldly draw the conclufion, this

witneding of tlje Ipiiit ; for that operation is notliing

ellc but an influence upon faith, bringing it out ro full

affurance : but that whereupon this full aflurance is

drawn or put out is i^)mewhat deponed and wiir^eifcd al-

ready ; therefore I conceive the fecond operation of the.
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fpirit upon thefecondpropofiticn, and foupon thofe gra-
ces, in the man, is that witnefs of God's- fpirit, that beam
of divine light fhining upon thofe graces, whereby they
are made very confpicuous to the underftanding. That
is the witnefs, the fhining fo on them is his witneffing :

for only here, in this propofition and this operation^

doth the fpirit of God prove a co-witnefs with our fpi-

rit : for the main thing wherein the witnefs of our fpirit

lyeth is in the fecond propofition, and fo the fpirit of
Godwitnefling with our fpirits is alfo in that fame pro-

pofition. So thefe two witneffes having deponed and
witnefTed one and the fame thing, viz. the truth and re-

ality of fuch and fuch graces in the man, with our own
fpirit or confcience doth depone, according to its knov/-

ledge, and the fpirit of the Lord doth certainly affirm and
witnefs to be fo ; there is a fentence drawn forth, and a

conclufion of the man's fonfhip by the man's faith

breathed upon by the fpirit for that effect : and this con-

clufion beareth the full affurance of a man's fonfhip.

—

It may be prefumed, that fome true faints do not partake

of this all their days, as Heb. ii. 14. " And dehver them
who through fear of death were all their lifetime fubje8:

to bondage."

Tenthly^ I fpeak with the experience of many faints,

and I hope according to Scripture, if I fay there is a

communication of the fpirit of God which is let out to

fome of his people fonietimes, that is fomewhat befide,

if not beyond, that witneffing of a fonfhip fpoken of be-

fore. It is a glorious divine manifcftation of God unto

ihe foul, fhedding abroad God's love in the heart. It

is a thing better felt than fpoken of. It is no audible

voice, but it is a fiafh of glory filling the foul with God,
as he is life, light, love, and liberty, countervailing that

audible voice, " O man, greatly beloved,** putting a

man in a tranfport w^ith this on his heart, " It is good to

be here," as Mut, xvii 4. It is that which went out from

Chrifl: to Mary, w hen he but mentioned her name, " Je-

fus faith unto her, Mary. She turned herfelf, and faith

K
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unto him, Rabboni, which is to fay, Mafter,*' He had

fpoken iome words to her before, and (he underftood

not that it was he ; but when he uttereth this one word,

Mary, there was Tome admirable divine conveyance

and manifeftation made out unto her heart, by which

fhe was fo fatisfyingly filled, that there was no place for

arguing and difpating whether or no that was Chrill,

and if fhe had any interell in him. That manifeltation

made faith to itfelf, and did purchafe credit and truft to

itfelf, and was equivalent with " Thus faith the Lord/'

This is fucha glance of glory that it may in ihehighefl

fenfe be called, the earricjl or firlt-fruits of the inheri

tance, for it is a felt armful of the holy God, almoi

-wholly conforming the man unto his likenefs, fo fwal-

lowing him up, that he forgetteth all things except the

prefent manifeftation. O how glorious is this manifef-

tation of the fpirit ! faith here rifeth to {o full an alfu-

ranee, that it refolveth wholly inio fenfiblc embrace-

ments of God. This is the thing which doth beft de-

ferve the title o^fenjible prefence^ and, it is like, is not .^

given unto all believers, feme whereof are all their days "

under bondage, and in fear ; but here, " love, almoli

perfeB, cafteth out fear. This is fo abfolutely let out .

upon the Mailer's pleafure, and fo tranfientand paffing,
j

or quickly gone, when it is, that no man may bring his^ 3

gracious flate upon debate for want of it.

Eleventhly^ There is a thing we call peace^ about

which many do vex themfelves. This peace is either

concerning a man's Hate, that he is reconciled unto God
by Jefus Chrift, or it is concerning hi:; prefent cafe and
condition, that he is walking fo as approven of God, at

leaft, fo faf as there is no quarrel or controverfy be-

tween God and him threatening a llroke. Both of thefe

.ire either I'uch in the court of fcripture, and confequent-

jy in God's account ; or in the court of a man's own
confcience. Peace concerning a man's lUie, as being

in Chriit, is fure in the court of fcripture and of heaven.

wiA;! a n;a!i doth by faiih clofe wuh Chrift and the ne*-^
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covenant. " Being juilified by faith, we have peace
with God.'* It being ill re and foHd in the court of
fcripture, it (liould hold fure in the court of a man's
confcience, it being rightly informed; for in that cafe it

flill fpeaks according to fcripture : but, becaufe ciften

the confcience is mihnformed and in the dark, therefore

there is often peace concerning a man's ftate according

to' fcripture, whilft his confcience doth threaten the

contrary, and doth fliil condemn, and refufeth to aflbii

the man, as being reconciled unto God through Chrift.

In this cafe the confcience muft be informed, and the

man's gracious ftate made out by the marks of grace, as

we fhewed before ; and here the v;itnels of my own fpi-

rit will do much to allay the cry of the confcience ; and
if the fpirit of the Lord join his witnefs and teltimony,

the confcience is perfectly fatisfied, and proclaimeth

peace t^^ the man.
The other peace concerning a man's prefent cafe or

condition, viz. that it is approven of God in a gcfpel-

fenfe, it may be warning, and juiily wanting, although

the peace concerning a man*s fiate be fure. This peace

concerning a man's cafe and condition is either fuch in

the court of fcripture ; and this is when a man is not

regarding iniquity, and refpe61ing the commands of God
v/ithoy.t exception : then the fcripture faith, he ftands in

an even'place, and he needeth fear no ilated quarrel be-

tvv'een God and him in order to a temporary flroke; and
when it is thus, his confcience (hould alio aflbii him that

fame way, and would do fo, if it were rightly informed :

but becaufe the coiifcience is often in the dark, therefore

.? man may be alarmed with evil in /he court of confci-

ence, as if he were juftly to expe6i a ftroke from God
becaufe of his hn, and fome quarrel God hath at him,

although he intend falvation for him. This \s enough to

keep a man in difquiet, and to inhibit him the rejoicing

allowed unto him, whilfl he is walking in his integrity :

therefore a man muft he!:e alfo inform his confcience,

and receive no accufations nor condemnings from it, un-
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lefs it make them clear by fcripture. At that bar let eve-

ry man ftand, both concerning his ftate and his condition

or cafe : and let him appeal from all other courts to

that, and not receive any indi8ment but conform to the

truth of God, by which the confcience is to proceed in

all things. And if this were well looked unto, there

\vould not be fo many groundlefs fufpicions amongft the

Lord's people, either concerning their (late or their con*

dition, upon every thought which entereth their mind.

Tzvelfthly, There is the joy of the Holy Ghoft : and

this is when the fpirit doth breathe upon our rejoicing in

God, (which is a grace very little in exercife with many)
and raaketh it fct out fenfibly and vigoroufly ; and he

exciteth and flirreth the pafTion of joy and of delight in

the foul, fo as there is an '• unfpeakable and glorious

joy in foul," in the apprehenfion of God's friendfhip

and nearncfs unto him. '' In whom, though now ye fee

him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unfpeakable

and full of glory.*' This joy followeih upon peace, and

peace followeth righteoufnefs. '' The kingdom of God,
is righteoufnefs, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft."

This joy readily will not fail to be according to the raea-

fure of the alfurance of laith, as i Pet. i. 8, " In whom
believing ye rejoice." So that the removal of miftakes

about oiher things willaliay doubts concerning this.

Now, bccaufe fome of thefe excellent communica-
tions of the fpirit, after they are gone, are brought in

queftion as dclu (ions of Satan ; for vindication of them,

we fay, that the fpecia) operations of God's fpirit in any
high degree, ufually are communicated to people after

fuch brokennefs of fpirit ; ^' Make me to hear joy and
gladnefs, that the bones which thou haft broken may re-

joice :" after fo fingular pains in religious duty ;
" And

I fet my face unto the Lord God, to feek by prayer and
fuppliciJiion, with fafting, and fackcloth, and afhes.—

And whiles I was I'peakmg, and praying, and confeffing

my (in—the man Gabriel, whom I had feen in the vi-

fion at the be^mning, being caufed to fly fwiftly, touci
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cd me :" or in time of iuch fufFering for righteoufnefs

;

" Rejoice, in as much as ye are partakers of Chrill's

fufFerings 5 that when his glory fhall be revealed, ve
may be glad alfo with exceeding joy. If ye be reproach-

ed for the name of Chrift happy are ye ; for the fpirit

of glory and of God refteth upon you :" or if they

break in as the rain that waiteth not for man, theathey
do fo humble and abafe the perfon ; " Woe is me, for

I am undone, becaufe I am a man of unclean lips—for

mine eyes have feen the King, the Lord of hofts :" and
there are found fo many evidences of grace in the man.
'^ The Spirit itfelf beareth witnefs with our fpirit, that

we are the children of God :" or thefe thingsdo fo pro-

voke unto holinefs, and to have every thing anfwerable

and conform unto thefe manifeilations of God : " Let
every one that nameth the name of Chrift depart from
iniquity." The perfon under them doth fo loathe all

things befide God*s friendfhip and fellowfliip; " Peter

faid unto Jefus, Lord, it is good for us to be here :"

and thefe things do carry on them fo much authority

and divine fuperfcription, whilft they are in the foul, that

afterwards they may appear fufficiently to be fpecial

communications of God, and fmgular gracious opera-

tions of his Spirit, arid no delufions of " Satan trans-

forming himfelf into an angel of light," nor fuch com-
mon fjafhes of the fpirit as may admit afterwards irre-

coverable apoftacy from God ;
" For it is im.poffibic

for ihofe who were once enlightened, and have tafted

of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the ho-

ly Ghoft, and have tafted the good word of God, and
tbe-powers of the world to come ; if they fhali fall a-

way, to renew them again unto repentance."

Now then to conclude this part of the work that re-

lateth unto trial; I fay to all thefe who complain of the

want of the precious out-letting of the fpirit, 1//, Blefs

God if you want nothing eiienual for making out of a

faving intereft in Chriit. God hath given unto you
Chriii Jefus, the greateft gift he had ; and fince your
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heart is fliapen out of him, he will, with him give you
all things that are good for you in their feafon. 2 J/y, I

do believe, upon a right fearch and trial, aftef you have

underftood the communications of the Spirit, you are

not fo great a ftranger to many things as you did fufpe5t

yourfelf to be. But, 3c?/)', Remember the promifes

of life and of peace with God are no where in fcripture

made unto thefe fpecial things whereof you alledge the

want : the promifes are made unto faith, followed with

hohnefs ; and it may be prefumed, that many heirs of

glory do not in this life partake of fome of thefe things,

but are " in bondage all their days through fear of

death," fo that there fhould be no miftake about thefe

things ; we may feek after them, but God is free to give

or withhold them, /^thly^ Many do feek after fuch ma-
nifeftations before they give credit by faith unt6 God's
v'ord. He hath borne record that there is life enough
for men in Chrid ]efus ; and if men would by believ-

ing fet to tlieir feal that God is true, they fhould par-

takeof more of thefe excellent things. 5^/2/)', I may fay,

many have not honourable apprchenfions and thoughts

of the Spirit of God, whofe proper work it is to put out

the foreiaid noble operations. They do not adore him
as God, but vex, grieve, quench, and refill him ; and
many people complaining of the v/ant of thefe things,

are not at the pains to feek the fpirit in his outgoings, and
few do fet themfelvcs apart for fuch precious receipt>

therefore, be at more pains in religion, give more credr.

to his word, and effoem more highly of the fpirit of God
and fo you may find more of iliefe excellent things.



HOW TO ATTAIN UNTO A SAVING INTER^
EST IN CHRIST.

FART IL

HxlVING, in the former part of this treatife, put e-

very man's ftate to trial, it now remains that in this foU
lowing part, we give advice to thofe, who neither can
nor dare lay claim to the marks formerly itientioned.

QUESTION ll....WhatJhall they do who -want the marks of
a true and faving interejiin christ already fpoken cfy

and neither can nor dare pretend unto them ?

ANSWER.... If men mifs in themfelves the marks of a fav-

ing intereft in Chrift, fpoken of before, then it is their

duty and of all that hear this gofpel, perfonaliy and
heartily to clofe with God's device of faving tinners

by Chrift Jefus, and this ihall fecure their ftate.

Chapter i

Some Things premifed for the Information of thofe who
are more Ignorant,

X OR the better underftanding of this wc
ftiall premile fome things for information of thofe who
are more ignorant, and then fpeak more direttly to the

thing. As for the things to be premifed :

ijl. The Lord did, at the begmning, out of his boun-
ty, make a covenant with man in Adam, and did enable

man to abide in that covenant :
" God hath made man

upright ;" but man^ by eating of that forbidden fruit.
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did break that covenant : " They, Hke Adam, have

tranfgreired the covenant/* and made it void for ever :

" By the deeds of the law there fhall no flefh be juftified

in his fight;*' and involved himfelf into all mifery there-

by : " As by one man hn entered into the world, and

death by fm ; and fo death pafTed upon all men, for that

all have finned."

2dly. The Lord did moft freely, from everlafting,

purpofe and intend to fave men another way, viz, by

Chrift Jefus, and the covenant of grace, in which he in-

tended reconcilement with the ele& through Chrift Je-

fus, God and man, born of a woman in due time, to

make this agreement effeftual. And this device of fa-

tisfying his own juftice, and faving of the ele£l by Chrift,

he did at firft intimate to our parents in Paradife, where

he faith, " That the Seed of the woman ftiall bruifethe

ferpent's head.** And the Lord hath in all generations

made this known to his church. ^

^dly. The Lord hath in all ages covenanted to be the

reconciled God of all thefe, who by their fubjeQion to

his ordinances did profefs their fatisfaBion with this de-

vice, and obHge themfelves to acquiefce in the fame,

and to feek falvation by Chrift Jefus, as God doth offer

him in the gofpel ; fo all the people of Ifrael are called

the Lord*s people, and are faid to avouch him to be their

God, and he doth avouch them to be his people : Yea,

the Lord doth alfo engage himf.:lf to be the God of the

feed and children of thofe who do fo fubjeft themfelves

to his ordinances. The covenant is faid to be made be-

tween God and all the people, young and old, prefent

and not prefent that day; and all are appointed to come -

under fome feal of that covenant, as was enjoined to ^

Abraham : Not only was it fo in the Old Teftament,

but it is fo in the New Teftament alfo. The Lord;
j

makcs-oHcr of himielf to be our God in Chrift Jelu.s ;
*1

and the people profclfing their fatisfa6iion in that offer,

and inteftimony thereof fubjedling themfelves unto the

ordinances, they are reckoned a covenanted people, and
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are joined unto his church in thoufands, receiving afeal

X)f the covenant, without any further particular previous

trial : " Then Peter faid unto theni, Repent, and be
baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jefus Chrift,

for the remiffion of fins. Then they that gladly receiv-

ed the word were baptifed ; and the fame day there were
added unto them about three thoufand fouls.**

/^thly. Many do deal treacheroufly with God in this

covenant >
" Neverthelefs, they did flatter him with their

mouth, and they lied unto him v/ith their tongues ; for

their heart was not right with him, neither were they

fledfaft in his covenant.** And although they profefs

their eftimation of Chrift the Saviour, and their heart

fatisfaction with that device of faving finners by him,and
having the image of God reftored by him in them : yet

their heart is not right with God, and they do content

themfelves with an empty title of being in a fealed cove-

nant with God ;
" Abraham is our father,'^ fay they.

For although the Lord obligeth every man, who pro-

feffeth his fatisfaction with Chrift Jefus, the devifed ran-

fom, to be cordial and fmcere herein : and only tothefc

who are fo doth he make out the fpiritual promifes of

the covenant, they only being " privileged i8 be the

fons of God who do really receive Chrift,*' yet the Lord
doth permit many to profefs their cloiing with him ia

Chrift, both in the Old and New Teftament, whilft

their heart is not engaged : and he doth admit them to

be members of his church, granting unto them the ufe

of ordinances, and many other external mercies and

privileges denied unto the heathen, who are not in co-

venant with him.

^thly. Although the greater part of the people do

foolillily fancy, that they have clofcd with God in Chrift

Jefus fincerely and heartily ; or, at leaft, they do, with-

out any ground or 'varrant, promil'c a new heart to

themfelves before they depart this life ; yet there be but

very few who do really and cordially clofe with God in

Chrift Jefui>5 as he is offered in the gofpel ; and fo

L
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there be but very few faved ; as is clear, " Strait is the

gate, and narrow is the way which leadeth unto hfe, and

few there be who find it." " Many are called, but few

are chol'en." If people would believe this, it might

help to alarm them.

6thly, Although none at all do cordially clofe T^ith

God in Chriil Jefus, and acquiefce in that ranfom found

out by God, except only fuch as are elected ;
" But the

election hath obtained it, and the reft were blinded :**

and whofe hearts the Lord doth fovereignly determine

to that bleffed choice; " No man can come unto me,

except the Father vvhich hath fent me draw him ;" yet

the Lord hath left it as a duty upon people who hear

this gofpel, to dole with his offer ©f falvation through

Chrift jefus, as if it were in their power to do it : and

the Lord, through thefe commands and exhortations,

wherein he obli^eth men to the thing, doth convey life

and Itrength to the cleft, and doth therein convey the

new heart unto them, which poinieih kindly towards

this new device of faving (inners, and towards Chrift in

his covenant relations ; or, it is the Lord's mind, in

thefe commands and invitations, to put people on fome
duty, wtth which he ufeth to concur for aecompliOiing

that buhnefs between him and them : fo then, it is a

coming on our part, and yet a drawing on his part, John
vi. 44 ; it is a drawing on his part, and a running on
our part. Cant. i. 4 ; it is an approaching on our part,

and yet a " chufing and cauiing to approach on his

part," PJal. Ixv. 4 : it is a believing or receiving on our
part, John i. 12, and yet " it is given us to believe/^

PhiL i. 29.
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Chapter ii.

SECTION I.

What tt is toclofe with God's Device offaving Sinners by

Chrijl Jefus^ and that it is a ncccjfary Duty,

H AVING premifed thefe things, I fay

If men mifs in themfelves the marks of a faving intereft

in Chrift, fpdken of in the former part of the treatife ;

then for fecuring their ftate, they are obHged, with all

diligence, pcrfonally and heartily to accept of and clofe

with God's device of faving finners by Chrift Jefus, held

out in the gofpel.

In handling of this, v^^e fhall, iji Shew what it is to

accept of and clofe with that noble mvention. 2^/)', We
fhall fbew that it is theneceflary duty of thofe who v/ould

be in favor with God, and fecure their fouls. 3<^/>',

What is previoufly required of thofe v/ho perform this

duty. 4th!y, What are the qualifications and proper-

ties of this duty, if rightly managed. 5 A/)S What be
the native coiifcquences of it, if it be performed aright.

As for ihcjir/i, What it is to clofe with God*s device

of faving finners by Chriit Jefus, held out in the gof-

pel. Here we muft remember, as we faewed before,

that at firft God u^illed man to abide in his fovour^

by holding faft his firft integrity in v/hich he was created;

but man by his tranfgrefiion loft God's favour, made
void that covenant of v/orks, and put himfelf in an ut-

ter incapacity to regain the Lord's friendfliip, which he

had loft by his fin, and to.refcue himfelf from the curfe

and wrath now due to him for the fame, or any way to

procure his own falvation : but the Lord freely hath

manifefted another way of repairing man's loft eftate,

viz. by fending his Son Chrift J efis in the flefh, to fa-

tisfy his juftice for the fms of the elett, and to reftore

in them his image now defaced, and to bring them unto

glory : and he hath made open proclamation in the
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church, that whoever will lay afide all thoughts <^f fav

ing themfelves by the covenant of works, or inherent

righteoulhefs, and will agree heartily to be faved by

Chrifl: Jefus, they (hall bereftoredto a better condition

than formerly man was in, and fliall be faved. So then,

to clofe with God's device of faving Tinners by Chrilt

Jelus is to quit and forego all thoughts of help of falva-

tion by our own righteoufnefs, and to agree unto this

way which God hath found out ; it is to value and high-

ly cfteem of Chrift Jefus as the trealure fufficient to en-

rich poor man, and with the heart to believe this record,

that there is life enough in him for men; it is to pleafe

this invention, and to acquiefce in it as the only way to

true happinefs ; it is to point towards this mediator, as

God holdeth him out in the gofpel, v/ith defire to lay

the flrefs of our whole ftate on him. This is that which

is csMcd faith or helicving^ the " receiving of Chrift,"

or " believing on his name.*' This is that " believing

on the Lord Jefus Chriil," commanded unto the jailor

for his fafety ; this agreeth to all the defcriptions of juiti-

fying faith in the fcripture. This doth anfwer the type

€)f ^' looking to the brazen ferpent lifted up in the TviU

dernefs,*' and this is fuppofed in all thefc ordinary ac-

tings of faith to which promifes arc annexed in the fcrip-

ture; and will be found in all who have got the ne
heart from God, and it will be found in none elfe.

As to the Second things viz. That this is the neceffa

jy duty of all fuch who would be in favor with God,
and fccure their fouls; it appcareth thus:

ijl. This clohng with God's device, or believing ia

Chrift, is commanded every where in Scripture bv the

Lord as the condition of the new covenant, giving title

and r-ght unto all the fpiritual bleftings of the fame ; f(

it is, upon the matter, the receiving of Chrift. This i

commanded, whilft God bids men '' come and buy,"thLai
i5, impropriate all, by clofing with that device ; The j

weary are commanded to come unto him thus for their

reft, " This is his commandment5 that we fhould believe
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on the name of his Son Jefus Chrift ;*' this is enough to

prove it a duty incumbent. But further, it is fuch a du-

ty as only giveth title and right to a fonfhip : for only

they who receive him are privileged to be fons, " But as

many as received him, to them gave he power to become
the fons of God, even to them that b. 'eve on his name.*'*

2dly. Itappeareth to be the ncceffary duty of ail thus.

—No lefs than this doth give a meeting unto God, offer-

ing himfelfto be our God in Chrift; and no lefs than

this doth anfwer our profefTion, as we are in covenant

with him, as members of his vifible church. The Lord
off'ereth to be our God in Chrift ; if we do not clofe

with the offer, laying afide all thoughts of other ways by

which we may attain to happineis, we give no meeting

to him. He faith, " This is my beloved Son, in whom
I am well plcafed ; hear ye him :*' If we clofe not with

the offer, we give no anfwer unto God. Moreover, we
are all " baptifed in the name of the Lord Jefus Chrift,

for the remiflion of fins," noWj unlefs we clofe with Chrift

as faid is, we faUify that profeffion ; therefore, fmce this

is the thing which doth anfwer God's offer in the gof-

pel, and maketh good our profeffion as members of his

church, it is a neceffary duty lyvng upon us.

^dly. Whatfoever a man hath clfe, if he do not thus

clofe with God's device concerning Chrift Jefus, and

do not receive him, it doth not avail, either as to the

accepting of his pcrfon, or of his performances, or as to

the faving of his foul. Men are accepted only in Chrift

the Beloved, Abel and his offering are accepted by faith ;

" Without faith it is impoffiblc to pleafe God •/* and
" He that believeth not is condemned already, and ftiall

not fee life ; but the wrath of God abideth on him.." For
want of this no external title doth avail :

" the children

of the kingdom are caft out,' if this be wanting. The peo-

ple of Ifrael are like other Heathens, in regard of a grace-

lefs ftate, lying open to the wrath of God ;
" Behold,

the days come, faith the Lord, that I will punifti all them
which are circumcifed with the uncircumcifed, Egypt?
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and Judah, and Edom : for all thefe nations are uncir- .

CLimcifed, and all the houfe of Ifraelare uncircumcifed

in the heart." If men do not believe that he who was
flain at Jerufalera, who was called Chriil Jefus, and wit-

neffed unto by the prophets, and declared to be the Son
of God by many 'flighty works ; I fay, if men do not

believe that he is the way, and clofe not with him as the

only way, they (hall die in their fins ;
" I faid therefore

" unto you, that ye fhall die in your fins ; for if ye be-

lieve not that I am he, ye fhall die in your fins."

We fay then, it is a moft neceffary duty thus to clofe

with Chrifl Jefus, as the bleffed relief appointed for fin-

ners. Every one who is come to years of underftand-

ing, and heareth this gofpel, is obliged to take to heart

liis own loft condition, and God*s gracious offer of

peace and falvation through Chrift Jefus, and fpeedily

to flee from the wrath to come, by accepting and clofing

with this offer, heartily acquiefcing therein as afatisfying

way for faving of poor finners. And, that all may be

the more encouraged to fct about this duty, when they

hear him praying them to be reconciled unto him, let

them remember, that peace and falvation is offered to

the people in univerfal terms, to all without exception ;

" If any man wili," he fhall be welcome ; If any ihirft,

although after that which will never profit, yet they fhall

be v/elcome here, on the condition forefaid ; All are

" commanded to believe.** '• This is his commandment,
that we fhould believe on the name of his Son Jefus

Chrift." The promifes are to all who are externally

called by the goipel. God excludes none, if they do
not exclude ihcmfelves ;

" The promife is unto you, and
to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as ma-
ny as the Lord our God fliall call.*' So that if any have
a n;iind for the thing, they may come forward, " he will

in no wife caft them out,*' bemg '' able to lave to the

uttermoft them who come to God through him ;" and
thefe who have long delayed to take this matter to heart

,
had now the more need to look to it, left what belongs
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to their peace be hid from their eyes. But all thefe

words will not take efFeft with people, until " God pour
out his fpirit frona on high,*' to caufc men to approach
unto God in Chriit ; yet we muft ftill prels men*s duty
upon them, and obteft and charge them by the appear-
ing of the Lord Jefus Chrift, and their reckoning to him
in that day, that they give the Lord no reft, until he fend

out that " fpirit, which he will give to them who afk it,"

and caufe them to know what belongs unto their peace,

and bring them up to their duty.

SECTION II.

What is prtvioujly required of thofe that would believe on,

Chrijl Jefus.

WE come now to fpeak of the Third thing, viz.

what is prcvioufly required of thofe who are to perform
this duty. Men muft not raftily, inconfiderately, and
ignorantly rufh in upon this matter, faying, they pleafe

that device of faving finners by Chrift, and will acqui.

efce and reft on him for fafety. Often men do deceive

themfelves here, and do imagine that they have done
the thing. We fliall therefore hold out fome things pre-

requiied in a perfon who is to clofe with Chrift Jefus;
which although we offer not as pofitive qualifications,

fitting a man for Chrift that way, *' Come—without mo-
ney, and without price ;" yet they are fuch things, as

without them a man cannot knowingly and cordially

perform the duty of believing on Chrift Jefus.

Befide the common principles which are to befuppo-
fed in thofe who live under gofpel ordinances : as the

knowledge that men have immortal fouls ; that foul and
body will be united again at the laft day ; that there is a

heaven and hell, one of which will be the everlafting lo:

of all men; that the Old and New Teftament is the true

word of God, and the rule of faith and manners ; that

every man is by nature void of the grace of God, and
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is an enemy unto God, and an heir of condemnaLion
,

that reconcihation is only by the Mediator Chrift Jefus;

that faith unites unto him, and is the condition of the new
covenant ; that holinels is the fruit of true faith, and is

to be fludied, as that without which no man fliall fee

God ; I fay bclidethcfe things, the knowledge of which

is necelfary, it is required of him \vho would believe on
Chrift Jefus, Jirjl^ That he take to heart his natural

condition : and here he muft know fome things, and al-

fo be very ferious about them ; I fay, he mud know
fome things ; as,

ijl. That as he was born a rebel and outlaw unto

God, fo he hath by many a8ual tranfgreffions difobli-

gcd God, and ratified the forfeiture of his favor : yea, a

man fho'uld know many particular inftancci of his re-

bellion on all hands j as that he is a liar, Sabbath-break-

er, blafphemer, or the like ; as Paul fpeakelh very par-

ticularly of himlelf afterwards. 2^/>', The man muft

know that the wrath of God denounced in fcripture is

ftanding in force againft thofe very fms whereof he is

guilty, and fo, confequently, he is the party undoubted-

ly againft whom God who cannot lie, hath denounced
war. A man muft know, that when the fcripture faith,

" Curfed is he that ofr'ereth a corrupt thing unto God,''

it fpeakelh againft him for his luperficial fervice perform-

ed unto God vv'iih the outward man, when his heart was

far off. When the word faith, " The Lord Wjjj not

hold him guiltlels that taketh his name in vain," ^-j^^j^an

muft know it fpeakelh againft himfelf, who h^^^ often
carelefsly profaned that dreadful " Name, before which
all knees fliould bow," and " which his enemies do take
in vain." When the word faith, " Curled is he that doih
the work of the Lord negligently," the man muft know
that it (peaks againft himll'lf, who hath irreverently., with
much wandering of heait,and drov/linefs, heard the word
preached, and without ft'n.'c, faith, or underftanding,
hath often pra) ed before him. When the word faith,
" Woe be uijio him that giveih his neighbor drink, and
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putreth his bottle to him to make him drunk alfo that he
may look on his nakednefs," the man muR know that
it is rpoken againft himfelf, who hath gloried in making
his neighbour drunk, and thai dreadful wrath is deter-

mined by the Lord againft him, according to that fcrip-

ture. When the word faith, " God will judge unclean
perfons," and will clofe them out of the " New-Jerufa-
lem, and they fhall have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimftonc," the man muft know
that the Scripture fpeaketh thefe very words againft him,
he being an unclean perfon ; fo that he is the perfon a-

gainft whom thecurfes of the law do directly ftrike.

^dl-y, A man muft know that he hath nothing of his

own to procure his peace, and to fet him free of the

hazard under which he lieth : becaufe " all his righte-

oufnefs is as an unclean thing. His prayers, his other

fervice done to God, his alms-deeds, &:c. are not pafs-

gik before God, fince they came not from a right prin-

ciple in his heart, and were not performed in a right

way, nor upon a right account, nor for a right end ; his

^* facrifices have been an abomination unto God.*'

dlhly. He muft know, that as he is void of all the fav-

ing graces of the fpirit, as the true love of God, the true

fear of his name, godly forrow for fin. Sec. fo particu-

larly, that he wants fakh in Chrift, who taketh burden
for all them who believe on him. Until a man knov/

this, he will ftill leave all his debt and burden, without

care or regard any where eUe, before he bring it to the

common cautioner.

Now, not only muft a man know thefe things, as I

faid before, but muft alfo very ferioufly take them to

heart ; that is to fay, he muft be affected with thefe things,

and be in fad earneft about them, as he ufeth to be ni

ether cafes, wherein he ufcth to be moft ferious ; yea,

he (hould be more in earneft here, than in other cafes,

becaufe it is of greater concernment unto him. This fe-

rioufneis produceth,

(i.) A taking of falvation to heart morethan any thing

M
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elfe. Shall men be obliged to feek firR the kingdom of

God ?'* is there but "one thing neceffary ?" Shall Paul

count all things loi". and "dung*' for this matter ? Is " a

man a lofer gaining all the wbrld.ifhe lole his foul ?" Shal)

this be the only grouridofjoy^^that men*.^ names are wrii

ten in the book of life?" And (hail not men5who would 1

reckoned ferious, take their foul and {alvation more to

heart than any thing elfe ? Surely it cannot fail. Let none
deceive themfcives. If the hazard of their foul, and

the falvation thereof, and how to be in favour with God
hath not gone nearer to their heart than any thing ui

the world beiide, it cannot be prefumed, upon juft

grounds, that they ever knew fin or God, or the ever-

laltingnefs of his wrath, aright.

(2.) This ferioufnefs breaketb the man's heart, and
fainteth the iloutncfs of it, and leadeth it out to forrow,

as one doth for a firil-born, Zac/i. xii. 10. I grant their

forrow w^ill better fuit that fcripture afterwards, when
they apprehend Chrift pierced by their fins.

(3.} It leadeth the man to a felf-loathing. A mati

taking up himfelf fo cannot but loathe himfelffor his a-

bominations, v*?herehy he hath deftroyed himielf. There
isfomewhat of that fpirit of revenge, which is mention-

ed as a fruit of ,true-repentance, ^^ This felf-fame thing

that ye furrowed after a godly fort, what carefulnefs it

wrought in you—yea, what revenge !'*

(4.) This ferioufnefs doth make the man peremptory
to hnd relief; fince it is not in himfelf, he dare not put

off and delay his bufinefs as before : and this is indeed

required, that he find himfelf fo purfued and put to it,

that he flee for refuge fomewherc. I grant fome have

a' higher and fome a leffcr degree of this ferioufnefs, as

"we Ihewed in the former part of this treatife : but if

v/e fpeak l-[ the Lord's ordinary way of working with

thole who arc come to age, wc fay^ they mud very fc-

rioufly take their fouTs edate to heart, dcfpairing of help

in them ("elves, '' iince the whole need not a phyfician,

but thofe who are lick. As for the mcafure, we plead

only that which probably doth fuppofe that a man v.
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be induced thereby to tranfaB cordially with Chrift, on
any terms he doth offer hinifelf to be clofed with.

The /^co/2^ thing pre-reor-red of him who would be-

lieve on Chrift Jefus is, he mufl know and take to heart

the way of efcape from God's wraih : the Spirit muft
convince him of that righteoufnefs. Here a man muft
underiland fomewhat diftindly, that God hath devifed

a way to fave poor loft man by Jefus Chrift, whofe per-

fect righteoufnefs hath fatisfied offended juftice, and pro-

cured pardon and everlafting favour to all thofe whom
he perfuadeih, by this gofpel to accept of God's offer ;

" Be It known unto you therefore—^that through this

rnan is preached unto you forgivenefs of fins ; and by
him all that believe are juftified from all things." " As
many as received him, to them gave he power to become
the fons of God, even to them that believe on his name.'^

So that no perfon is excluded, of whatfoever rank or

conditionj whatfoever hath been his former way, unlefs

he be guiky of the fin againft the Koly-Ghoft, which is

a malicious hatred and rejeQion of the remedy appoint-

ed for finners, as we fliall hear : for, all manner of fin,

is forgiven unto thofe who accept of the offer in God's

wav» " He is able to fave to the uttermoft thofe that

come unto God through him.'*

Tht third thing pre- required is, A man muft know,

ih^t as Crod hath not excluded him from the relief ap-

pointed, i^o he is willing to be reconciled unto men thro'

Chrifl Jefus, and fo to impropriate that falvation to

themfelves. He not only invites all to come, and wel-

cometh all that come, as we find in the gofpel, and com-

mcndeth thofe who come as the centurion, Matlh, viii,

lo. and the v/oman of Canaan, Matih. xv. 28. and chi-

deth for not coming and clohng with hira^ '' And ye

will not come to me, that ye might have life/' and con-

demneth for not clofing fo with him, '' He that believ-

eth not is condemned ah-eady ;** but alfo hecommandeth

2}\ to believe on Chrift ;
" This is his commandment^

tliat we fhould believe oxx the name of his Son Jefus
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Chrift/' So as a man is not to queftion the Lord's

willingners to receWe men who go to Chrift honeftly,

for God hath abundantly cleared that in fcripture. Un-
lefs that a man know fo much, he will fcarcely dare

to lay his heart open for that noble device of faving Tin-

ners or adventure his own v/eight and ftrefs upon Chrifi

jefiis.

Thtfourth thing pre-required is, The man who would
clofe with Chrift Jefus muft refolve to break all cove-

nants with hell and death ; Whatfoever known evil men
are engaged into they muft refolve to forego it ;

" for

there is no concord between ChriR and Belial :*' The
Lord requireth that they who would expeQ " him to

be for them, (hould not be for another /* This is far

from evangelic repentance, which I grant doth not pre-

cede a man's doling with Chrift by faith : there is little

here beyond a mifregard of thefe things unto which a man
was formerly devoted, and a (lighting what he v/as mad
upon, becaufe he feeth himfelf deflroyed thereby, and
relief now offered; whereupon his heart beginneth to be

more intent than formerly it was. After this, when
Chrift is looked upon alone, his worth and beauty doth
appear, fo as among all the gods there is nonejike unto
him, and he looketh out as a fufficient covering of the

eyes to all who get him : upon which the heart loveth

God's device in the new covenant, and lovetrh to lay its

weight upon Chrilt rather than any other way, bending
towards him ; and fothe man becometh a believer.

Now, 1 will not fay that all thefe things, whereof we
have fpoken, are formally, orderly, and diilinBly, found
in every pei fon before he clofe with God in Chrift ; for

the way of the heart with Chrift niay be added to '' the

four wonderful things," It is hard to trace the heart in

its tranflation from darkncfs to light
; yet we hold out the

raoft ordinary and likely way to him who doth afk the

way ; debarrmg thereby ignorant and lenfelefs perfons
from meddling, and difchargino them to pretend to any
intereft in him whilft they remain fuch.
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SECTION III.

The Properties and native Confequences of true Believing.

THE Fourth thing we propofed to fpeak to is, The
properties of this duty, when rightly gone about. I fhall

only hint a few.

ifi. Believing on Chriftmu ft be j&^r/bn^/; amanhim^
felfandin his own proper perfon muft clofe with Chrift

Jefus ;
" The juft (hall live by his faith,'' This faith,

that it will not fuffice for a man's fafety and relief, that

he is in covenant with God as a born member of the

vifible church, by virtue of the parents* fubjeBion to

God*s ordinances : neither will it fuffice thai the perfon

had the initiating feal of baptifm added, and that he then

virtually engaged to feek faivation by Chrift's blood, as

all infants do : neither doth it fufhcethat men are come
of believing parents ; their faith will not initate their

children into a right to the fpirituai bleffings of the co-

venant : neither will it fuffice that parents did in feme
refpect engage for their children, and give them away
unto God ; all thefe things do not avail. The children

of the kingdom and of godly predeceflbrs are caft out ;

unlefs a man, in his own perfon, put our faith in Chrift

Jefus^ and with his own heart pleafe and acquiefce in

that device of faving finners, he cannot be faved. I

grant, this faith is given unto him by Chrift ; but cer-

tain it is that it muft be perfonal.

2dly. This duty muft be cordial and hearty ; " With
the heart man believeth untorighteoufnefs:'' A man muft

be fincere, and without guile, in clofing with Chrift, j udg-

ing him the only covering of the eyes, not hankering af-

ter another way. The matter muft not fwim only in the

head or underftanding, but it muft be in the heart ; the

man not only muft be perfuaded that Chrift is the way,

but affectionately perfuaded of it, loving and liking the

thing, having complacency in it; fo that " it is all a man's

defire/'as David fpeaketh of the covenant, If a man be



^ji HOW TO ATTAIN UNTO A

cordial and afFeQionate in any thing, furely he muft be

fohere in this '' one thing that is necelTary." It muft

not be fimply a fancy in the head, it muft be a heart-

bufinefs, a roul-bufinefs ; yea, not a bufinefs in the outer

court ofaffettions, but in the (lower of affeftions, and

in the innermoft cabinet of the foul, where Chrifl is forni-

cd. Shall a man be cordial in any thing, and not in this,

which doth comprife all his chief interefts and his ever-

laftmg ftate within it ? Shall " the Lord be faid to rejoice

over a man as a bridegroom rejoiceth over his bride ?'*

and to " reft in his love with joy ?'* and fliall not the

heart of man go out and meet him here ? The heart or

nothing ; love or nothing ; marriage-love, which goeth

from heart to heart ; love of efpoufals, or nothing ;—-.

*^' My fon, give me thine heart/' " Though I beftow

all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my
body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me
nothing." I will not fay that there is in all, as foon as

they believe, a prevailing fenfible love, which maketh
fick ; but there muft be in believing a rational and kind-

ly love, ib well grounded, and deeply engaging, that

" many v^aters cannot quench it. Ic is ftrongas death,

andjealoufy in it burneth as fire."

odiy. The third property or qualification of believing^

as it goeth out aO.er Chrift it muft be rational. Hereby
I mean, that the man fiiould move towards God in

Chrift, in knowledge and underftanding taking up Gx)d*s

device of faving finners by Chrift as the fcripture doth

hold it out ; not fancying a Chrift to himfeif otherwife

than the goi'pei f]3eaketh of him, nor another way of

relief by him than the word of God holdeth out. There-
fore we find knoivledge joined to the covenant between

God and man as a requifite ;
" And I will give them

an heart to knew me, that I am the Lord ; and they

fjiali be my people, and I will be their God." ^' And
they (hall teach no more every man his neighbour, and
every man his brother, faying, Know the Lord : for

ihey ftiall all know me, from (f^^ l^^aft of them unto the
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greatcfl of them, falih the Lord." I mean here alfoj

that a man be in calmiiefs of fpirit, and, as it were, in

his cold blood, in clofing with Chriil Jefus ; not in a
fit of affection, which foon evanifiieih : " He that re-

ceived the feed into ftony places, the fame is he that

heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it /' nor
in a diftemper through fome outward diftrefs, as the peo-

pie were, " When he flew them, then they fought him
—and proved not ftedfaft in the covenant /* nor under
a temptation of fome outward temporary intereft, as Si-

mon Magus was when he believed, Acis viii. A man mud
act here rationally as being mafter of himfelf, in fome
meafure able to judge of the good or evil of the thing

as it {lands before him.

4thly. Thefourth is faith ; as it goeth out rationally^

fo it goeth out refoluUly. The poor diftreffed people

in the gofpel did moft refolutely cait themfelves upon
Chrift. This refolutenefs of fpirit is m ordeir to all dif-

ficulties that ly in the way ; violence is offered to thefe.

The man whofe heart is a fliapiiig out for Chrift Jcfus

cannot fay, " There is a lion in theftreet." If he can-

not have accefs by the door, he will break through the

roof of the houfe, with that man, Luke v. 19. He of-

ten doth not regard that which the world calleth dijcreticn

or prudence^ like Zacheus climbing up on a tree to fee

Chrift, when faith v.'as breeding in his bofbm, Luke x\x.

This refolutenefs of fpirit looketh towards what inconve-

niencies may follow, and waveth all thefe ; at leaft, re-

folving over all thefe, like a " wife builder, who reck-

oneth tke expenfe before-hand/' This refolutenefs is

alfo in order to all a man's idols, and fuch weights as

would eafily befet him if he did not bend after Chrift o-

ver them all, like that blind man who did caft his gar-

ments from him when Chrift called huu. This refolute-

nefs in the foul procccdeth from defperate felf-neceffity

within the man, as it was with the Jailor, Ads xvi. 30,
and from the fovereign command of God, obliging the

ma)a to move towards Chrift; " This is his command-
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ment, that we fhould believe on the name of his Son
Jefus Chrifl: ;'* and from the good report gone abroad

of God, that " he putieth none away that come unto

him through Chri!t/* but doth commend Rich as do ad-

venture over the greateft difficulties, as the woman of

Canaan, Mat. xv. 28. But, above all, this rcfolutenefs

doth proceed from the arm of Jehovah, fecretly and
ftrongly drawing the finner towards Chrift ; " No man
can come to me, except the Father, which hath fent me
draw him."

I will not fay, that every one, clofing with Chrift in

the offers of the gofpel, hath all the forefaid thoughts for-

mally in his mind ; yet, upon fearch, it will be found, if

he be put to it, or put in mind of thefe things, they are

then aloft in the foul.

By what is faid, it doth manifeftly appear, that many
in the vifible church had need t© do fomewhat further

for fecuring of their foul, when they come to years of
difcretion, than is found to have been done by them be-

fore, in the covenant between God and the church, fea-

led to them in baptifm.

By what is faid alfo, there is a competent guard upon
the free grace of God in the gofpel, held out through

Chrift jefus ; fo as ignorant, fenfclefs, profane men,
cannot, with any fhadow of reafon, pretend to an inte-

reft in it. It is true, believing in Chrift, and clofing

with him as a perfect Saviour, feemeth eafy, and every

godlefs man faith, that he believeth on him : but they de-

ceive thcmfelves, fince their foul hath never cordially,

rati-onally, and refolutely, gone out after Chrift Jefus,

as v/e have faid. It may be fome wicked men have

been tnlightened^ Heb. vi. 4. and have found fome difor-

derly moiion in their fear, Felix trembled, AHs xxi\

25. or in their joy ;
^' He that received the feed into fto-

ny places, the fame is he that heareth the word, and a-

non with joy receiveth it," and '' Herod heard John
gladly ;" but not " having engaged their heart in ap-

proaching to God," have cither litien down in that com^
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mon work, as their fanduary, until the trial came,
" When tribulation or perfecution arifeth becaufe ofthe
word, by and by he is offended : or, " they return

back with the dog to their vomit,'' from which they had
in fdi'ne meafure "efcaped by the knowledge ofthe Lord
and Saviour,'* ; or they utterly fall away to the hatred

and malicious defpifing and perfecuting of Chrift and
his interefts ;

" froiTi whence hardly can they be recov-

ered." Which things (hould provoke men to be ferious

in this great bufinefs.

We come nov/ to fpeak to the Fifth thing propofed,

and that is, What be the native confequences of true

believing. I fliall reduce what I will fpeak of them to

thefe two, viz. Union with God, and communion.
Firft^ then I fay, when a (inner clofeth v,?ith Chrift Jefas

as faid is, there is prefently an admirable z^/zzo;?., a flrange

onenefs, between God and the man. As the hufband
and wife,head and body, root and branches are not to be

reckoned two but one ; fo Chrift, or God in Chrifl,

and the finner doling with him by faith, are one ;
^' We

arc members of his body, of his fiefh, and of his bones./*

Sec, " He that is fo joined unto the Lotd, is one l'pi^i^"

''Asthe Father is in the Son, and Chriit in the Father;

fo believers are one in the Father and the Son : they are

one as the Father and the Son are one. The Father iu

Chrift, and Chrift in believers, that they may be made
perfect in one.'' O what a ffrange interweaving, and
indiffoluble knot there

!

Becaufe of this union betwixt God and the believer,

(i.) They can never hate one another. Henceforih

the Lord will never hate the believer. " As no man
hateth his own flefti at any time, but cherifheih and

nourifheth it," fo doth Chrift his people. He may be

angry, fo as to correQ and chaflife the man that is a be-

liever ; but all he doth to him is for his good and ad-

vantage. " All the Lord's paths muft be mercy and

truth to him." " All things muft work together for good
to him." On the other fide, the believer can never

N
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hate God mallcioufly ;
" He that is born of God finnetb

not." For the Lord hath rcfolved and ordained things

fo, that his hand fhall undoubtedly fo be upon all believ-

ers for good, that they fhall never get leave to haie^hini,

and be fo plucked out of h's hand.

(2.) Becaufe of this union there is a ftrange fympa-

thv and fellow feeling between God and the believer.
,

"The Lord is afflitkd wiih the tnan*s alfliaion." He
j

doth tenderly, carefully, and feafonably refent it, as if
|

he were afRiBed with it. " Ke who toucheth the belicv- '

er, toucheth the apple of the Lord's eye." " He is

touched with the feeling of their infirmities }" " and pre-
;

cious in his fight i^ their blood." In a word what is done ^

to them is done unto him; and what is not done unto them

is not done unto him ;
" He that receiveth you, receiveth

me.''** In as much as ye have done it unto one of the leall

of thcfe my brethren, ye have done it unto me.—In as

much as ye did it not to one of the leail of thefe, ye did

It not to me." On the other part, '' the zeal of his .

houfe fitteth in the heart of the believer; " The Lord's
,;

reproach*' lighfeth on the believer. If it go well with

-^lis affairs, that i^* the bufinefs of his people. So there is '^

a ftrange fympathy between God and believers, all by -^

virtue of the union between them ; becaufe of which,

men fhould hate every thing which v/ould rival him in

their love or affetlions, and fhould difdain to be flaves

to the creatures, fince thefe are the fervants of their Lord
and hufl)and, and their fervants through him. What a

hateful thing for a queen to whore with the fervants of ;

her prince and hufband .? It is aUb a fliame for a believ^
'

er to be " afraid of evil tidings," hncc the Lord, w'ith
,^

whom lie is one, alone ruleih all things, " and doth
;

whatfuever pleafeth him in heaven and earih." '* AU
j

things are youi's,and yc arc Chrilt'sand Chrift is God's." '

" Surely he H^li!! not be moved forever, he fiiall not be

afraid of evil tidings; his heart is fixed, trufting in t^-^

Lord, his heart is ellablilhed, he fhall not be afrai,:
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*• Our God is in the heavens, he hath done whatfo'ever

he pleafed."

The other great confequences of believing, is an ad-

mivMQ unpsLY3i\\e\Qd communion ; by virtue whereof, i.

The parties themfelves do belong to each other. The
Lord is the God of his people ; he himfelF, Father, Son,
and Holy Ghoft, is their God, in all his glorious at

tributes; his juftice as well as his mercy; his wifdom,
power, holinefs, &:c. for he becometh the God of his

people, as he often fpeaketh in the covenant. On the

other part the believers are his people. In their very

perfons they are his, as the covenant doth fpeak : they

fnall be his people ; then* head, their heart, their hand,

&€. whatfoever they are, they are his.

2. By virtue of this communion they have a mutual
intereftin one another's whole goods and money, in as

far as can be ufeful. All the Lord's word doth belong

to the believer, threatenings as v.^ellas promifes, for their

good ; all his ways, all his works of all forts, fpecial

communications, death, devils, even all things, in fo

far as can be ufeful; *' All things are your's ; v;hether

Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or

death, or things prcfent, or things to come ; all are

your's, and ye are ChriPt's, and Chrift is God*s." On
the other fide all which belongeth to the believer is the

Lord's ; heritage, children, life, wife, credit, &c. all

is at his difpofing ; if any of thefe can be ufeful to him,

the believer is to forego them, elfe he falfifieth that com-
munion, and declareth himfelf, in fo far, unworthy of

ChriH: ; " If any man come to m^e, and hate' not his fa-

ther—yea, and his life alfo, he cannot be my difciple."

3. By virtue of this communion there fhould be much
homehnefs and familiarity between God and the believer.

The Lorxi may meddle with any thing which doth belong

to the believer, and do unio him what feemeth good to

him ; and the man is not to miftake, or fay unto God,
*' What dolt thou ?" except in fo far as concerneth his

duty : yea, he is fliil to fay in ^WQvy cafe, '' Good i^

1410 '17P
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the word and will of the Lord." On the other part,

the believer may, in an humble way, be homely and fa-

miliar with God in Chrilt : he may " come with bold-

nels to the throne of grace,*' and not ufe a number of

compliments in his addrefies unto God, for " he is no

more a itranger unto God,'* fo that he needs not fpeak

unto God as one who has acquaintance to make every

hour, as manv profefTors do ; and it maketh a huge in-

con (iiiency in their religion.

The believer alfo may lay open all his heart unto God;
'' I have poured out my foul before the Lord," and im-

part all his fecrets unto him, and all his temptations,

wirhout fear of a miftake. The believer alfo may in-

quire into what God doth, in fo far as may concern his

own duty, or in fo far as may ward off miftakes of the

Lord's way, and reconcile it v;ith his word ; fo Job xiii,

15. " Though he {lay me, yet will I truft in him; but I

will maintain mine own ways before him.** The belie-

ver is a friend in this refpe8, as " knowing what the

Mafter doth." See Gen. xviii. 23, G?c. jer, xii. 1. Ifa.

Ixiii. 17.

The believer alfo may be homely with God. to go in

daily with his failings, and feek repentance, pardon, and
peace, through ChriR*s advocatefliip ;

" Him hath God
exalted with his right hand, to be a Prince and a Saviour,

for to give repentance to Ifrael, and forgivenefs of fms.'*

*' If any man fin, we have an Advocate with the Father,

Jefus Chrilt the righteous." O how often in one day
may the believer plead pardon, ifhe intend not to mock
God, or to turn grace into wantonnefs ! The Lord hath

commanded men to " forgive feventy times feven times

in one day /' and haih hinted there in the parable " of
a King who took account of his fervants,'* how much
more the Mafter will forgive. Mat. xviii. 22—28.

The believer iilfo may be homely to intruft God with

all his outward concernments, for he doth care forthefe

things ;
" If God fo clothe the grafs of the field—Ihail

he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith ?—
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Therefore take no thought, faying, What fhall we eat ?

or. What fhall we drink ? or, Wherewithal (hall we be
clothed ? For your heavenly Father knoweth that ye
have need of all thefe things. Calling all your care up-
on him, for he careth for you." Yea, the believer may
humbly put God to it, to make him forth-coming for

him in all cafes as befeemeth, and to help him to fuitable

fruit in every feafon, even grace in time of need.*' Yea,,

how great things may believers feek from him in Chrift

Jefus, both For themfelves and others !
" If we aflc any

thing according tohis wiil,he heanheth us. Whatfoev-
er ye (hall afk in my name, that will I do. Afk me things

to come concerning my fons ; and concerning the work
of my hands command ye me.'* It is the Ihame and
great prejudice of his people that they do not improve
that communion with God more than they do : Chrid
may juftly upbraid them, " that they afk nothing in his

name."
By what is faid, it doth appear of how great confe-

quence this duty of believing is, by which a man ciofeth

Vv ith Chrift Jefus, whom the Father hath fealed, and gi-

ven for a covenant to the people. It is fo honorable

for God, anfwering his very dehgn, and ferving his inte-

xeft in the whole contrivement and manifeftation of the

gofpel ; and it is fo advantageous to men, that Satan and
an evil heart of unbelief do mightily oppofe it, by mov-
ing objeBions againil it. I fhall hint fomemoft ordinary.
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Chapter III.

ObjeElions takenfrom a Man's Unworthinejs^ and the Hei*

noujiiejs of his Sin^ anfwercd,

OhjeB. A AM fo bafe, worthlefs, and weak
of myfelf, that I think it were high prefumption for me
to meddle with Chrift Jefas, or the falvation parchafed

at the rate of his blood.

Anfw. It is true, all the children of Adam are bafe and

naughty before him, " who chargeth his angels with fol-

ly : All nations are lefs than nothing, and vanity before

him.*' There is fuch a difproportion between God and
men, that unlefs he himfelf had devifed that covenant,

and of his own free will had offered fo to tranfaft with

men, it had been high treafon for men or angels to have
imagined that God fhoiild have humbled himfelf, and
become a fervant, and have taken on our nature, and
have united it by a perfonal union to the bleffed God-
head ; and that he fhould have fubjetled himfelf to the

iliam.eful death of the crofs ; and all this, that men, who
were rebels, fhould be reconciled unto God, and be
made eternally happy, by being in his holy company
for ever.

But I fay, all that was his own device and free choice :

yea, moreover, if God had not fovercignly commanded
men fo tq clofe with him in and through Chrift, Ifd,

Iv. 1, 2, 3. Mat. xi. 28. 1 John iii. 23. 2 Cor. v. 20.

no man durft: have made ufc of that device of his. So
then, although with Abigail I may fay, ^' Let me be but
a fervant, to wafh the feet of the fervants or my lord,'*

yet, fmce he hath in his holy wifdom devifed that way^
and knoweth how to be richly glorified in it, " The eyes
of your underftanding being enlightened, that ye may
know—what is the riches of the glory of his inherkance
in the faints. All mine are thine, and thine are mine,
and I am glorified in thera /' and he hath commanded
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HiC, as I fhal] be anfwerable in the great day, to clofe

with him in Chrift, as faid is, I dare not difobey, nor in-

quire into the reafons of his contrivements and com-
mands, but muft adventure on thebufinefs, as I would
not be found to " fruftrate the grace of God,'* and m a

manner difappoint the gofpel, and falfify the " record

which God hath borne of his Son, that there is \\^q e-

iiough in him for men,'* and fo " make God a Uar,"

and add that rebellion to all ray former tranfgreffions.

ObjeEl. I am a perfon fingularly finful, beyond any

I know ; therefore I dare not prefume to go near unto

Chrift Jefus.or look after that falvation which is through

his righteoufnefs.

Anfw, Is your fin beyond the drunkennefs and inceft

of Lot ; adultery covered with murder in David; idol-

atry and horrid apoftacy in Solomon ; idolatry, mur-
der, and witchcraft in Manaffeh ; anger againft Gcdand
his way in Jonah ; forfvvearing of Chrift in Peter, after

he was forewarned, and had vowed the contrary ; bloo-

dy perfecution in Paul, making the faints to blafpheme ?

^c. (but woe to him who is emboldened to fin by thefe

inftances recorded m fcripture, and adduced here to the

commendation of the free and rich grace of God, and

to encourage poor penitent fmners to flee unto Chrift);

I fay, are your fins beyond thefe ? yet all thefe obtain-

ed pardon through Chrift, as the fcripture doth ftiew.

Know therefore, that all hns do ly alike level before

the free grace of God, " who loveth freely," and look-

€th not to lefs or more fm. If the perfon have a heart

to " come unto him through Chrift, then he is able to

fave to the uttermoft :" Yea, it is more provoking be-

fore God not to clofe with Chrift v;hen the offer cometh

to a man than all the reft of his tranfgrcftions are; for

" he that believeth not hath made God a liar, in that re-

cord he hath borne of life in the Son : And he who doth

not believe, (hall be condemned for not believing on the

Son of God ;^' That Ihall be the main thing in his ditty ;

> that much fm cannot excufe a man, if he fear at
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Chrift, and fhift his offer ; fince God hath openly de-

clared, that " this is a faithful faying, and worthy of all

acceptation, Chrift came to fave finners, whereof I ana

chief." Even he who is chief o^ finners in his own ap-

preheniion is bound to believe and " accept this faying.**

ObjeB. My fins have fome aggravating circumftances

beyond the fame fins in other perfons, which doth much
terrify me.

Aiif. What can the aggravations of thy fins be, which

are not parallel in the forecited examples ? Is thy fin a-

gainft great light ? fo behoved many of thele we fpake

of before. Was it againft fingular mercies and deliver-

ances ? fo was that of Lot's and Noah*s drunkennefs.

Was thy fin done with much deliberation ? fo was Da-
vid's, whilft he wrote the letter againft Uriah. Was it a-

gainft or after any lingular manifeftation of God ? fo

was Solomon's. Was it by a fmall and defpicable temp-

tation ? [o was that of Jonah and of Peter ; if we con-

fider the heinoufnefs of their tranfgrefifion. Haft thou

reiterated the fin, and committed it over again ? fo did

Lot, lo did Peter, fo did Jehofliaphat in joining with

Ahab and Jehoram, i Kings xxii. 2 Kings iii. Are there

many grois fins concurring together in thee ? fo were

there in Manaffeh. Haft thou ftood long out in rebel-

lion ? (that, as the former, is thy (hame : but) fo did the
*• thief on the crofs ;" he ftood it out to the laft gafp,

Luke xxiii. 42, 43. If yet " thou haft an ear to hear,"

thou art commanded to " hear." Although thou haft

]ong " fpent thy money for that which is not bread,"

thou haft the greater need now to make haftc, and to flee

for refuge ; arid if thou do fo, he fliall wtlcome thee, and
" in no wife caft thee out," efpeciailv, iincp he hath

ufed no prcfcription of time in fcripture. So diat all

thofe aggravations of thy lin wiil iiol CACuit: liiy Ihift-

ingof the Lord's offer.

OhjcB. Id all thefeinftanccs given you have not nam-
ed the paii:cL:lars v.'hcrcof 1 utn guilty ; nor know I
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any who ever obtained mercy before God being guilty

of fach things as are in me,

Anjw. It is hard to condefcend upon every particular

tranfgreflion which may vex the confcience ; yea, lef-

fer fins than fome of thofe I have mentioned may huge-
Jy difquiet, if the Lord blow the fire. But for thy fa-

tisfadion, I fhall condefcend upon fbme truths of Scrip-

ture, which do reach fins and cafes more univerfally

than any man can do particularly. See Exod, xxxiv.

7. " God pardoneth iniquity, tranfgreflion and fin;"

that is, all manner of fin. " If a man turn from all his

wickednefs, it lliall no more be remembered, or prove
his ruin." " Him that cometh, he will in no wife caft

out;" that isj, whatfoever be his fins, or the aggrava-

tions of them. " Whofoever beiieveth fhall have ever-

lafting life :*' that is, without exception of any fin, or

any cafe." " He is able to fave to the uttermoft thofc

who come to God through him :*' no man can fuffici-

ently declare what is God's utiermoji, " All manner
of fin and blafphemy fhall be forgiven unto men ; that

is, there is no fort of fin, whereof one inflance fhall not

be forgiven in one perfon or other, *' except the fin a-

gainft the Holy Ghoft." Thefe and the like Scriptures

do carry all forts of fin before them : fo that let thy fins

. be what they will, or can be, they may be funk in one

i
of thefe truths: fo as thy fin can be no excufe to thee

for fhiftingthe offer of peace and falvation through Chrift

fince '' any man who will,'* is allowed to '* come and

Intake."

i We will not multiply words : the great God of hea-

5)^en and earth hath fovereignly commanded all who fee

Uheir need of relief to betake themfelves unto Chrift Je-
''-'-, and to clofe cordially with God's device of faving

.ners by him, laying alide all objeQions and excufes,

"^as they fhall be anfwerable unto him in the day he fhall

judge the quick and the dead, and fnall drive away out

r of his prelence all thefe who would dare to fay, their fins

1 and condition were fuch as that they durft not adventure

O
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upon Chrift's perfe6l righteoufners for their relief, not-

withllanding of the Lord's own command often inter-

pofed, and in a naanner his credit engaged.

Cbapter iv.

Ofthe Sin againjl the Holy Ghojl,

ObjcEt. 1 SUSPECT I am guilty of the

*' fm agaiiiR the Holy Ghoft," and fo am incapable of

pardon ; and therefore I need not think of beheving on
Chrift Jefus for faving of my foul.

Anfw. Although none fhould charge this fin on thera^

felves, or on others, unlefs they can prove and inftru6l

the charge according to Chrift's example, Mat, xii. 2^,

265 32, yet, for fatisfying of the doubt, I fhall, ijiy

fhcw what is not the fin againft the Holy Ghofl, proper-

ly fo called, becaufe there be fome grofs (ins which peo-

ple do unwarrantably judge to be this unpardonable fin.

2c//)', I fhall fhew what is the fin againft the Holy Ghoft.

3di/)', I fhall draw fome conclufions in anfwer dire6lly

to the objeBion. '^

As for theJirjl, There be many grofs fins, which al-

though, as all other fms,^ they be fins againft the Holy
Ghoft, who is God equal and one with the Father and
the Son, and are done againft fome of his operations and

motions : yet are they not " the fin agaiiift the Holy
Ghoft," which is the unpardonable fm. As ijl, Blaf-

pheming of God under bodily tortures is not that fin -,

for fome faints fell into this, A&s xxvi. 11. " And I

punifhed them oft in every fvnagoguc, and compelled

them to blai'pheme:" much Icfs blalphcming of God in

a lit oFdiftraction or frenzy ; for a man is not a fi

rational agent at that time: and "he that fpareth hts

people, as a faiher doth the fon that lerveth him," " and
pitieih them that feir him, as a father pitielh hischiU

dren," fo doth he f[are and pity in thefe rovings ; for
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fo would our fathers according to the flefh do, if we
blafphemed them in a fit of diftradion. Much lefs are
tiorrid biafphemies againft God darted in upon the foul,

and not allowed there, this unpardonable fin ; for fuch
things were offered to Chrilt, MaL iv. and are often

^ caft in upon the faints.

2^/y, The hating of good in others, whilil I am not

. convinced that it is good, but in my light do judge it to

f be evil; yea, the fpeaking againft it, yea, the perfecut-
" ing of it in that cafe, is not the fin againft the Holy
Ghoft ; for all thefe will be found in Paul before he was
converted ; and he obtained mercy, becaufe he did

thefe ihiiigs ignorantly.

3^/^, Heart-rifing at the thriving of oihers in cne

work and way of God whilft I love it in myfelf ; yea,

the rifing of heart againft Providence^ which often ex-

preffeth itfelf againft the creatures neat eft our hand:
yea, this rifing of heart entertained and maintained^

(although they be horrid things leading towards that un-

;
pardonable fin, yet) are not that fm ; for thefe may be

in the faints, proceeding from ielf-love, v/hicb canno?:

endure to be darkened by another, and proceeding from

fome crofs in their idol under a fit of temptation : the

inoft part of all this was in Jonahj chap. jv.

4.'/ily, Not only are not decays in Vvhat once v/as ia

the man, and falhng into grofs fiiis againft light after

f
the receiving of the truth, this unpardonable fm ; for

^ dien many of the faints in fcripture were undone : but

'further apoftacy from much of the truth is not that fin ;

for that was in Solomon, and in the church of Corinth

and Galatia : yea, denying, yea, forfwcaring of the

nioft fundamental truth under a great temptation is not

'his fin ; for then Peter had been undone.

Sthl)\ As rehfting, quenching, grieving, and vexing

of the Spirit of God by many fmful way?, are not this

unpardonable (m ; for they are charged with thefe who
are called to repentance in Scripture, and not fhutout

' guilty of this fin; fo neither reiterating (in againft
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the Holy Ghoft, although it leadeth towards it ; for

fuch was Peter's fin in denying Chrift ; fo was Jehofha

phat's fin in joining with Ahab and Jehoram.
6thly^ Purpofes and effays of felf-murder, and even

purpofes of murdering godly men, the party being'un»

der a fad fit of temptation ; yea, a8ual felf-murder,

(although probably it often joineth in the iffue with this

unpardonable fin, which ought to make every foul look

upon the very temptation to it with horror and abhor-

rence, yet) is not the fin againft the Holy Ghoft. The
Jailor intended to kill himfelfupon a worfe account than

many poor people do, in the fight and fenfe of God's

wrath, and of their own fin and corruption ; yet that

Jailor obtained pardon, ABs xvi. 27, 34; and Paul,

before his effectual calling, was acceffary unto the mur-
der of many faints, and intended to kill more as himfelf

granteth, ABsx\w\, 9, 10, 11, 12.

Although all thefe are dreadful fins, each of them de-

ferving wrath everlafting, and not being repented of,

bring endlefs vengeance; efpecially the laft cuts off hope

of relief, for ought can be expelled in an ordinary way ;

yet none of thefe is the unpardonable fin againft the Ho-
ly Ghoft : and fo under any of thefe there is hope to

him that hath an ear to hear the joyful found of the co-

venant. All manner of fuch fin and blafpheray may be

forgiven, as is clear in the Scripture, where thefe things

are mentioned.

As for the fecond thing. Let us fee what the fin againft

the Holy Ghoft is. It is not a fimple ad of tranfgr^f-

fion, but a complex of many mifchievous things, invol-

ving foul and body ordinarily in guik. We thus def-

cribe it : "It is a rejefting and oppofing of the chief

gofpel-truth, and way of falvation, made out fingularly

to a man by the fpirit of God, in the truth and good
thereof ; and that avowedly, freely, wilfully, maliciouf-

ly, and defpitefully, breeding hopelefs fear.'' There be
three places of fcripture which do fpeak moft of this fin,

and thence we will prove every part of this defcription.
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m fo far as may be ufeful to our prefent purpofe ; by
which it will appear that none who have a mind for

Chrift need ftumble at what is fpoken of this fin in fcrip-

ture. See Mat, xii. 23—32. Heb, vi. 4, 5, 6. and x.

25—29-
1/?. Then, let us confider the objeft about which this

fin, or finful aBing of the man guilty thereof, is conver-

fant, and that is the chief gofpel-truth and way of falva-

tion ; both which run to one thing. It is the way which

God hath contrived for faving of finners by Jefus Chrift

the promifed Meffiah and Saviour, by whofe death and

righteoufnefs men are to be faved, as he hath held forth

in the ordinances, confirming the fame by many mighty

works in Scripture tending thereaway. This way of fal-

vation is the objeft. The Pharifees oppofe this, that

Chrift was the Meffiah ; " And all the people faid, is

not this the Son of David ? '* But when the Pharifees

heard it, they faid, " This fellow doth not call out de-

vils but by Belzebub the prince of the devils,'^ The
wrong is done againft the Son of God ;

'' It is impofli-

ble to renew them again unto repentance, feeing they

crucify to themfelves the Son of God afrelh, and put

him to an open fhame /* and againft the blood of the

covenant, and the fpirit gracioufly.offering to apply tbcfe

things ;
" Of how much forer punilhment fuppofeye,

fhall he be thought worthy, who had troden under foot

Utt Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the co-

ippant, wherewith he was fanftified, an unholy thing,

and hath done defpite unto the fpirit of grace ?"

2dly. In the defcription, confider the qualification of

this obje8:. It is fingularly made out to the party by

the fpirit of God, both in the truth and good thereof.

This faith, 1. That there muft be knowledge of the truth

and way of falvation. The Pharifees knew that Chrift

was the heir ;
" But when they faw the Son, they faid

among themfelves, This is the heir, come, let us kill

him." The party hath knowledge ;
" But if we fin wil-

fully, after that we have received the knowledge of the
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truth, there remaineth no more facrifice for fins." 2,

That knowledge of the thing muft not fwim only in the

head, but there muft be fome half-heart perfuafion of it.

*« Chrifl knew the Pharifees' thoughts,*' and fo did judge

them, and that the contrary of what they fpake was made
out upon their heart. There is a tailing which is be-

yond fimple enlightening ;
" For it is impoffible for

thofe who were once enlightened, and have tafted of the

heavenly gift, and have tafted of the good word of God,
and of the powers of the world to come.'* Yea, there

is fuch a perfuaiion ordinarily as leadeth to a deal of

outward fandification ;
'* Who hath counted the blood

of the covenant, wherewith they were fanQified, an un-

holy thing." 3. This perfuafion muft not only be of

the verity of the thing, but of the good of it ; the party
*' tafteth the good word of God, and the powers of the

world to come," and he apprchendeth the thing as eli-

gible. 4. This perfuafion is not made out only by

Itrength of argument, but aUo by an enlightening work
cf God's fpirit, fhiningon the truth, and making it con-

fpicuous ', therefore is that fin called, " The fin againft

the Holy Ghoft;" The perfons are faid " to have been

made partakers of the Holy Ghoft," and " to defpite

unto the fpirit of grace," who was in the neareft ftep of

a gracious operation w^ith them.

^d,y. In this defcription, confider the a8ingofthe
partv again ft the objed fo qualified. It is a reje£tf|^

and oppofing of it ; which importeth, 1. That men h^p
once fome way at leaft been in hands with it, or had thet

offer of it, as is true of the Pharifees. 2. That they do
rejed, even with contempt, what they had of it, or in

their offer. The Pbarilees deny it, and fpeak difdain-

fulty of Chrift, " This fellow doth not caft out devils but

by Beelzebub ihe prince of the devils. They fall away,
intending 10 put Chnft to an open fliame,*' The men
fet themfelves againft it by the Ipirit of perfecution, as

the Pharifees did ftill. Thev rail againft it ; therefore it

is called " blafphemy agaioil the Holy Ghoft/' They
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would " crucify Chrift again,*' if they could, Heh. vi. 6,
They are adverjaries^ Heb. x. 27.

/^thly. Confider the properties of this aBing. 1. It i&

cvowed^ that is, not feeking to fheher or hide kfelf. The
Pharifees fpeak againft Chrift publicly, Mat, xii. 24.-

—

They would have " Chrift brought to an open fh'ame,*'

They forfake the ordinances which favor that way, Heb,
X. 25. and defpife the danger ; for " looking for indig-

nation, they trample that blood ftill.'* 2. The party

, 2i^a\ifreely. It is not from unadvifedncf^, nor from

I force or conftraint, but an a8ing of free choice : noth-
ing doth force the Pharifees to fpeak againft and perfe-

cute Chrift. They " crucify to themfelves," they re-a8:
' tkiQ murder of their own free accord, and in their own
bofom, none conftraining them, Heb, vi. 6. They fin

of free choice, or, as the word may be rendered, fpotu
ianeoujly^ Heb. X, Q.6. 3. It is afted zt/zT/z^/Zy. They are

fo refolute, they will not be diftuaded by any offer, or

tfie moft precious means, as is clear in the forefaid fcrip-

tures. 4. It is done malicioujly^ fo as it proceeds not
fo much, if at all, from a temptation to pleafure, profit,.

or honor. It proceedeth not from fear, or force, or

from any good end propofed, but out of heart-malice

againfl God and Chrift, and the advancement of his glo-

ry and kingdom ; fo that it is of the very nature of Sa-

tan's fin, who hath an irreconcileable hatred againft God,
and the remedy of fin, becaufe his glory is thereby ad-

vanced. This is a fpecial ingredient in this fin. The
Pharifees are foundguilty of heart-malice againft Chrift,

fince they fpake fo againft him, and not againft their

own children cafting out devils ; and this is the force of

Chrift's argument ;
^' If 1 by Belzebub caft out devils,

by whom do your children caft them out ?" They do
their utmoft '' to crucify Chrift agaitfi, and to bring him

\ to an open fhame," They arc adverfaries^ like the de-

vil, Heb. X. 27. 5. It is done defpicefully ; the malice

\ jnuft bewray itfelf. The Pharifees muft proclaim that

Chrift hath correfpondcnce with devilsj Mat, xii. 24 ; he
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muft " be put to an open fhame, and crucified again
;"

they muft " tread under foot that blood, and do defpite

to the fpirit :'* ib that the party had rather perifh a thou-

fand times than be in Chrift's debt for falvation.

The lajl thing in the defcription is, the ordinary atten-

dant or confequence of {his fin ; it breedeth dcfperaU

and hopelefs Jear. They fear him whom they hate with

a flavilh, hopelefs fear, fuch as devils have :
" A certain

fearful looking for of judgment, and fiery indignation,

which fhall devour the adverfaries.'' They know that

God will put out his power againft them : they tremble

in the remembrance of it ; and if :hey could be above

him, and deftroy him, they covet it; and fince they can-

not reach that, they hate with the utmoft of heart-malice,

and do perfecute him, and all that is his, with defpite.

As for the third thing propofed, viz, the conclujions

to be drawn from what is faid, whereby we will fpeak

dire6lly to the objeQion. i. As I hinted before, fince

the fin agamft the Holy GhoI> is fo remarkable, and

may be v/ell known where it is, none ftiould charge

them (elves with it unlefs they can prove and inftru£t the

charge ; for it is a great wrong done unto God to labor

lo perfuade my foul that he will never pardon me : it is

the very way to make me defperate, and to lead me un-

to the unpardonable fin -, therefore, unlefs thou canft and
dare fay that thou do^ hate the way which God hath de-

vifed for faving of finners, and doll refolve to oppofe

the thriving of his kingdom, both wjththyfelf and others,

out of mahce and defpite againft God, thou oughteft not

to fufpe6t thy felf guilty of this fin. 2. Whatfoever thou

haft done againft God, if thou doft rue it, and wifh it

were undone, thou cannot be guilty of this fin ; for in

it heart-malice and defpite againft God do ftill prevail.

3. If thou art content to be his debtor for pardon, and

would be infinitely obliged unto him for it, then thou

cannot in that cafe be guilty of the fin againft the Holy
Ghoft ; for, as wt ftiewtd before, thev who are guilty of

it do fo defpite God. that they would not be hisdebtc'
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for falvation. 4. Whatfoever thou haft done, if thou
haft a dcfire after Jefus Chrift, and doft look with a fore

heart after him, and cannot think ofparting with his blef.

fed company forever; or, if thou muft ihed with him,

yet doft wifli well to him, and all his, thou ncedeft not

fufpe6l thyfelf to be guilty of this unpardonable fin ;

for there can be no fuch hatred of him in thy bofom as

is neceffarily required to make up that fin. 5. If thou

V would be above the reach of that fin, andfecure againft

it forever, then go work up thy heart to pleafe falvation

by Chrift Jefus, and to clofe with God in him, acqui-

efcing in him as the fufficient ranfum and reft, as we
have been prefling before, and yield to him to be faved

in his way. Do this in good earncft, and thou ftialt be

forever put out of the reach of that ugly thing where-

with Satan doth affright fo many poor feckers of God.

Chapter v.

Ohje^ionSy taken Jrom want of Power to believe^ and,

Unjruitfulnefs^ anfwercd,

Ohjea. ITLLTHOUGH I be not exclud-

ed from the benefit of the new covenant, yet it is not in

my power to believe upon Chrift ; for faith is the gift oi

God, and above the ftrength of flefti and blood.

Anfw. It is true that faving faith by which alone a

man can heartily clofe with God in Chrift, is above our

power, and is the gift of God, as we faid before in the

premifes : yet remember, 1. The Lord hath left it as a

duty upon all who hear this gofpel cordially by faith to

clofe with his offer of falvation through Chrift, as is

clear in the Scripture. And you muft know, that al-

though it be not in our power to perform that duty of

ourfelves, yet the Lord may juftly condemn for not

performing of it, and we are inexcufable ; becaufe at

P
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firft he made man perfcQly able to do whatfoever he
fhould command. 2. The Lord commanding this

thing, which is above our power, willeth us to be fen-

fible of our inability to do ihe thing, and would have

us putting it on him to work it in us. He hath prom-
ifed to give the new heart, and he hath not excluded

any from the benefit of that promifc. 3. The Lord
ufeth, by thefe commands and invitations, and men's

meditation on the fame, and their fupplicaiion about the

thing, to convey power unto the foul to perform the

duty.

Therefore, for anfwcr to the objeBion, I do obteft

thee, in the Lord's name, to lay to heart thefe his com-
mandments and promifes, and meditate on them, and

i]pon that blcffed bufinefs of the new covenant, and

pray unto God, as you can over them, " for he will be

inquired to do thefe things," and lay thy cold heart to

that device of God expreffed in the Scriptures, and un-

to Chrift Jcfijs, who is given for a covenant to the peo-

ple, and look to him for life and quickening. Go and
effay to pleafe that falvation in the way God doth offer

it, and to clofe with, and reii; on Chrift for it, as if all

were in thy power; yet looking to:him for the thing, as

knowing that it muft come from him ; and if thou do fo,

*' he who meets thefe v/ho remember him in his ways,*"

Avill not be wanting on his part ; and thou flialt not

bavcgrowndto fay, that thou movedft towards the thing

until thou couldlt do no more for want of ftrength, and
fo left it at God's door : it (hall not fail on his part, if

thou have a mind for the bufinefs ; yea, I may fay, if

by all thou haft ever heard of that matter, thy heart lov-

cth it, and dchrcth to be in hands with it, thou haft it

already performed within thee ; fo that difficulty is paft

before thou waft aware of it.

Objett. Many who have clofed with Chrift Jefus, as

fa id is, are ftill complaining of their leannefs and fruit-

iefsnefs, which m.aketh my heart lay the lefs weight on
that duty of believing.
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Anfw, If thou be convinced that it is a duty to be-
Jieve on Chrift, as faid is, you may not fhift it under
any pretence. As for thefe complaints of fome who
have looked after him, not admitting every one to be
judge ol his own fruit, I fay,

(i.) Many, by their jealoufics of God's love, and by
their mifbehef, after they have fo clofed with God, do
obftrutt many precious communications, which other-

wife would be let out to them ;
'' And he did not ma-

ny mighty works there becaufe of their unbelief."

(2.) It cannot be that any whofe heart is gone out af-

ter Chrifl ^' have found him a wildernefs." Surely they

find fomewhat in their fpirit fwaying them towards God
^

in thefe two great things, viz. how to be found in him

\
in that day ; " Yea, doubtlefs, and I count all things

but lofs for the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift

Jefus my Lord ; for whom I have fuffered the Icfs of
all things, and do count them but dung that I may win
Chrift, and be found in him, not having mine own rigbt-

eoufnefs, which is of tlie law, but that which is through

the faith of Chrift, the righteoufnefs which is of God hy
faith :" and hov/ to be forth coming to his praife in the

land of the living." '' Deal bountifully wiih thy fer-

vant, that I may live and keep thy word.'* ''• Wilt thou

not deliver my feet from falling, that I may walk before

God in the light of the living ?" They find thefe two
things aloft in the foul, and that is much. Moreover
they (hall, after fearch, if they judge aright, find ever

fuch anemptinefi in the creatures, which abundance of

the creature cannot fill up : all is vanity, only God can

fill the empty room in their heart ; and when he but

breathetha little there is no room for additional comfort

from creatures. This faith, that God haih captivated

the man, and hath fixed diat faving principle in the un-

dcriianding and heart, " Who is God but the Lord ?

worfhip him all ye gods." Yea, further, thefe whofc

hearts hath clofed with God in Chrift, as faid is, will not

deny that there have been feafonable preventings, and
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qiiickenings now and then when the foul was like to fail;

" For thou p-^eventeft me with thebleffingsofthy good-

nefs." " When I faid. My foot flippcth, thy m&rcy,

O Lord, held me up. In ihe multitude of my thoughts

within me, thy comforts delight my foul." Therefore

let none fay that there is no fruit following, and let none

fhift their duty upon the unjuft and groundlefs com-

plaints of others.

Clbapter vi,

OJ Covenanting with God,

OhjcB. /xLTHOUGH I judge it my duty

to clofe with God's device in the covenant, I am in the

dark how to manage that duty ; for fometimes God doth

offer to be our God without any mention of Chrift, and

fometimes faith, that he will betrothe us unto him ; and

in other places of fcrlpture we are called to come to

Chrift, and he is the bridegrpom. Again, God fome-

times fpeaketh of himfelf as a Father to men, fometimes.

as a Hufband; Chrift is fometimes called the hulhand,

and fometimes a brother ; which relations feem incon-

liftent, and do much put me in the dark how to appre-

hend God, when my heart would agree with him, and
clofe with hi}n.

Anjw. It may be very well faid, that men do come to

God, or clofe with him, and yet they come to Chrift and
clofe with him. They may be faid to come under a

marriage-relation unto God, and unto Chrift alfo, who
is hufband, father, brother, (3c. lo them; and tliereisno

fuch myftery here as fome do conceive.

For the better underftanding of it, confider thefe few

things, i//. Although God made man perfeB at the be-

ginning, and put him in fome capacity of tranfaBing

with him immediately 3
" God hath made man upright/'
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" And the Lord God commanded the man, faying, Of
every tree ot the garden thou mayeft freely eat," &c. yet

man by his fall did put himfelf at a perfett diftance with

God, and in an utter incapacity to bargain or deal any.

more with him immediately.

2dly, The Lord did, after Adam*s fall, make manifeil

the new covenant, in which he did hgnify he was con-

tent to tranfa8: with man again in and through a Media--

tor ; and fo did appoint men to come to him through
Chrirt ;

" He is able to fave them to the uttermoit that

come unto God by him -/' and to look for acceptation

only in him ;
" To the praife of the glory of his grace,

•wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved ;'* or-

daining men to hear Chrift, he being the only party in

whom God was well pleafed; " This is my beloved Son,

'in whom I am well pleafed, hear ye him."

^i/jV, This matter is fo clear, and fuppofed to be fo

plain in the fcripture, and fo manifeft to all who are un-

der the ordinances, that the Lord doth often fpeak of

tranfaeling vv^ith himfelf, not making mention of the

Me'diator, becaufe it is fuppofed that every one in the

church knoweth that now there is no dealing with God,
except by and through Chriil Jefus the Mediator.

^thly^ Confider that Chrift Jefus, God-man, is not on-

ly a fit place for God and men to meet into, and a fit

fpokefman to treat between the parties now at variance^

'' God was in Chrift, reconciling the world to himfelf;*''

but we may fay alfo, he is immediate bridegroom ; and

fo our doling or tranfafting with God may bejuftly

called, th^. marriage ofthe King's Son^ and the clc6^ may
be called the Larn^b^s vnjt ; Chrift Jefus being, as it

were, the hand which God holdeth out unto men, and on
which they lay hold when thev deal with God. And fo

through and by Chrift we clofe with God, as our God>
on whom our foul doth terminate laftly and ultimately

through Chrift ;
" Who by him do believe in God that

raifed him from the dead and gave him glory, that youc
faith an,d hope might be in God/*
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^thly^ Confidcr that the divers relations mentioned
in fcripture are fet down, to (ignify the lure and indif-

foluble union and communion between God and his

people. Whatfoever nearnefs is between head and
members, root and branches, king and fubjefts, (liep-

hcrd and flock, father and children,* brother and bro-

ther, hufband and wife, Sec. all is here ;
'' And they all

(hall be one, as thou. Father, art in rae, and I in thee ;

that they alfo may be one in us : that the world may
believe that thou haft fent me. And the glory which

thou gaveft me I have given them ; that they may be

one, even as we are one. I in them, and thou in me,
that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world

may know that thou haft fent me, and haft loved them,

as thou haft loved me. And I have declared unto them
thy name, and will declare k : that the love wherewith

thou haft loved me may be in them, and I in them.''

—

So that whatfoever be fpoken in fcripture, people may
be clear, that God calleth them to be reconciled unta
him through Chrift, and doth offer himfelf to be their

God and hufband in him alone : and men are to accept

God to be their God in Chrift, pleahng that way of re-

lief for poor man, and to give up themfelves unto God
in Chrift, hi whom alone they can be accepted. And
they who clofe with Chrift, they do clofe with God in

him, " who is in Chrift, reconciling the world to him-,

felf." And we are not to dip further into the divers re-

lations mentioned in fcripture between God, or Chrift,^

and men, than as they may point out union and com-
munion, or nearnefs with God through Chrift Jefus, and
our advantage thereby.

Thefe things being clear, we will not multiply words :

butfince to believe on Chrift is the great duty required

of all that hear this gofpel, we obtell: every one, in the

Lord's name, to whom the report of this fhall come, that

without delay, they take to heart their loft condition in

themfelves ; and that they lay to heart the relief which
God hath provided by Jefus Chrift, whereof he hath
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made a free offer unto all who will be content of the
fame, and to be faved that way ; and that they lay to
heart, that there is no other way of efcape from the
wrath that is to come, becaufe of which men would be
glad, at the laft day, to run into a lake of melted lead to
be hid from the face of the La«ib, whom they do here
defpife ; we fay, we obteft all, in the confideration of
thefe things, to work up their hearts to this bufinefs, and
to lay themfelves open for God, and to receive him thro'

Chrift in the offers of the gofpel, acquiefcing in him as
the only defirabie and fatisfying good, that fo they may
fecure themfelves. Go fpeedily'^and fcarch for his of-

fers of peace and falvation in the fcripture, and work up
your heart and foul to clofe with them, and with Chrill
in them, and with God in Chrift ; and do it fo, as yoa
may have this to fay, that you were ferious, and in earn-
clt, and cordial here, as ever you were in any thing to
your apprehenfion ; and, for ought you know, Chrifl

is the choice of your heart, at lead you neither know
nor allow any thing to the contrary ; whereupon your
heart doth appeal unto God to fearch and try if there be
ought amifs, to rettify it, and lead into the right vv'ay.

Now, this cleaving of the heart unto him, and calling

itfelf upon him, to be faved in his way. is believing ;

which doth indeed fecure a man from the wrath thai is

to come, becaufe now he hath received Chrift, and be-
lieveth on him, and fo fhall not enter into condemna-
tion as faith the fcripture.

Object, When I hear what it is to believe on Chrift

Jefus, I think fomeiimes I have faith ; for I dare fay,

to my apprehenfion, I pleafe the invention of faving

finners by Chrift Jefus ; my heart goeih out after him,
and doth terminate upon him as a fatisfying rreafure ;

and I am glad to accept God to be my God in him :

but 1 often do queftion if ever I have done fo, and fo

am, for the moft part, kept hedtating and doubting if I

do believe, or be favingly in covenant v/ith God.
Anfw, It is ordinary for irisny, whofe hearts are gone
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out after Chrift in the gofpel, and have received hinr, to

bring the fame in quettion again : therefore I fhall ad-

vife one tlung, as a notable help to fix the foui in the

maintaining faith and an ir-tereft in God, and that is, that

men not only clofe heartily with God in Chrift, as (aid

is, but alfo, that they " exprefsly, explicitly, by word of
mouth, and vive voice, and formally clofe with Chrift

Jefus, and accept God's offer of falvation through him,

and fo make a covenant with God." And this, by God*s
blefling, may contribute not a little for eltablilhing them,

concerning their faving intereft in God.
Before I fpeak diredly to this exprefs covenanting

with God, I premife thefe fev/ things, i//, I do not

here intend a covenanting with God effentially differing

from the covenant between God and the vifible churchj

as the Lord doth hold it out in his revealed will ; neith-

er do I intend a Covenant differing effentially from the

tranfaQing of the heart with God in Chrift, formerly

fpokcn unto : it is that fame covenant; only it differeth

by a f^pgnlar circumftance, viz. the formal exprejjion

of the thing, which the heart did before pratlife.

2dly^ I grant this exprefs covenanting and tranfaQing

with God is not abfolutely necelfary for a man's falva-

tion ; for if any pcrfon clofe heartily and fincerely with

God, offering himfelf in Chrift in the golpel, his foul

and ftate is thereby fecured, according to the fcripturc,

akhough he utter not words with his mouth; but this

exprefs verbal covenanting with God is very expedient,

for the better being of a man's ftate, and his more com-
fortablc maintaining of an intereft in Chrift jeius,

3^/y, This exprefs covenanting with God by word
of mouth is of no worth without fincere heart clofing

with God in Chrift joined with k : for wuhout that k is-

but a profaning of the Lord's name, and a mocking of
him to his f;u:e, {o " to draw near unto him " with the

lips, whilft the heart is far away from him.*'

^thly^ I grant, both cordial and verbal tranfaQing

wkh God will not make out a man's gracious eflate un-
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JO him, fo as to put and keep it above controverfy,

without the joint witnefs of the fpirit, by which wc know
what is freely given unto us of God ; yet this ex-

pHcit way of tranfafting with God, joined with that

heart clofing with him in Chrift, contributes much for

clearing up unto a man that there is a fixed bargain be-

tween God and him, and will do much to ward off him
many groundlefs jealoufies and obje6lions ofan unftable

mind and heart, which ufeth affrontedly to deny this

hour, what it did really a6l and perform the former
hour. This explicit covenanting is as an inftrument ta-

ken of what paJGTed between God and the foul, and fo

hath its own advantage for flrengthening of faith.

As for this cxprefs covenanting, we fhall ijl^ fhew,

that it is a very warrantable practice. 2c?/y, We fhall

fhew fhortly what is preparatorily required of thofe who
do fo traniaQ with God, '^dly^ How men fhall go a-

bout that duty. 4^^//, What fhould follow thereupon.

As to ihcjirfi^ I fay, it is a warrantable pra8ice, and
an incumbent duty, exprefsly and by word to covenant

with God ; which appeareththus ;

1/?, In many places of Scripture, if we look to what

they may bear, according to their fcope, and the anal-

ogy of faith, God hath commanded it, and left it on'

people as a duty ;
" One fhall fay I am the Lord's/'

'* Surely fhall one fay, In the Lord have I righteoufncfs

and ftrength." " Wilt thou not from this time cry un-

to me. My Father thou art the guide of my youth."
" They fhall fay. The Lord is my God.*' " Thou
ihalt call me Ifhi :'* and in many places elfewhere.

Now, fince God hath fo clearly left it on men in the let-

ter of the word, they may be perfuaded that it is a prac-

tice warranted and allowed by him, and well pleating

unto him.

2a', Argument, It is the spproven praQice of the

faints in fcripture thus exprefsly to covenant with God,
and they have found much quiet in that duty afterwards.

David did often exprefsly fay unto God, that he was

his Godj his portion, and that himfelf was his fervant.
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Thomas will put his intercfl: oui of queftion wh it,

*' And Thomas anfvvered and faid unto him. My Lord,

and my God." Yea, I fay, the faints are much quieted

in remembrance of what hath pafled that way between

God and them ;
" Whom have I in heaven but thee ?

and there is none upon earth that J ddire befides thee.

** I cried unto thee, O Lord, I faid thou art my refuge

and my portion in the land of the living." We find it

often fo in the book of the Canticles. Now fhall the

chief worthies of God be fo much in a duty, breeding

fo much quiet and fatisfadion to them in many cafes, and
Ihail we, under the New-Teftament, unto whom accefs

is miniftered abundantly, and who partake of the fap

of the olive; (hall wc, I fay, ly behind in this approveii

piece ofhomelinefs with God? Since we ftudy to imi-

tate that cloud of witneffes in other things, as faith, zeal

patience, &cc. let us alfo imitate them in this.

^d Argument. The thing about which we move herefs

a matter of the greateft concernment in all the world :

*' It is the life of our foul." Oh ! fhall men fludy to

be exprefs, explicit, plain and peremptory, in all their

other great,bufineffcs, becaufethey are fuch: and fhall

they not much more be peremptory and exprefs in thi-^,

which doth moft concern them ? I wonder that many
not only do not fpeak it with their mouth, but that they

do not fvvear and fubfcribe it with their hand, and do
not every thing for fecuring of God to themfelvcs in

Chrift, and themfelves unio God, which the fcripture

doth warrant, IJa. xliv. 5.

This alfo may have its own weight, as an argument
to prefs chis way oi covenanting with God, that the bu-

finefs of an interefi: in Chrift, and of real and honeft

iranfiBing wiih him, isa thing which, iii the experience

of faints, IS molt frequently brought upon debate and in

queition ; therclore men had need, all the ways they can
even by thought* word, and deed, to put it to a point.

This alfo may have place here for prelting this as a du-

ty, that God is fo formal, exprefs, diftinct,. and legal,

to fay f©, in all the bufinefs of man's faivation, viz.
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Chrirt muft be a near kinfman, to whom the right of re-

demption doth belong; he muft be chofen, called, au-
thorifed, and fent; covenants formally drawn between
the Father and him, the Father accepting payment and
fatisf^Viion, giving formal difcharges, all done clearly

and exprefsly. Shall the Lord be fo exprefs, plain,

and peremptory in every part of the bufmefs, and (hall

our part of it reft in a confiifed thought, and we be as

dumb beafts before him ? If it were a marriage between
man and wife, it would not be judged enough, although
there were confent in heart given by the woman, and
known to the man, if (lie did riever exprefs fo much by
word, being in a capacity to do fo. Now, this cove-
nant between God and man is held out in Scripture as a
*^ marriage between man and wife,'' Hofea ii. 19, 20,

2 Cor, xi. 2. The Vvhole Song of Solomon fpeaketh it.

The Lord ufcth fimilitudes, to fignify unto us what he

intends; and furely thi^ is a fpecial requiiite in marriage

that the wife give an exprefs and exphcit confent unto the

bufinefs : the man faith, " So I take thee to be my
lawful wife, and do oblige myfeif to be a dutiful hui-

band : The woman is obliged on the other part, to ex-

prefs her confent, and to fay, '' Even fo I take thee to

be my lawful huiband, and do promife duty and fub-

jection.'* It is fo here, the Lord faith,
^'-

I do be-

trothe thee unto me in faithfulnefs, and thou (halt call

me Ifhi," that is, my hufband, I wilt be for thee as a

Ivead and hufband, if " thou wilt not be for another.'*

The man ought to anfvver, and fay. Amen, fo be it,

thou {halt be my God, my Head and Lord, and I Hiall

and will be thine, and not for another; '* I am my be-

loved's, and my beloved is mine." And fo this making
of the covenant with God is called, '' A giving of the

hand to him,*' as the word is : which doth hint a very

exprefs, formal, explicit, and pohtive bargaining with

God. So then, wecoiiclude it to be an incumbent duty

and a very approven piadice, necelfary for the quieting

of a man's mind, and his more comfortable being in
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covenant with God, and more fully anfwering God*s
condefcendency and offer in that great and primary pro-

mife, " I will be your God, and ye fhall be my peo-

ple/'

Not only may and fhould people thus exprefsly clofc

with God in Chrift for fixing their heart ; but they may
upon fome occafions, renew this verbal tranfaction with

God, efpecially when through temptations, they are

made to queflion if ever they have really and fincerely

clofed covenant with God. As they are then to put

out new aBs of faith, embracing Chriit as the defirable

portion and treafure, and alfo upon other occafions, fo

it were expedient, efpecially if there remain any doubt
concerning the thing, that by vive voice and exprefs

w^ord they determine that controverfy, and " fay of the

Lord, and to him, that he is their refuge and portion.*^

We find the faints doing fo ; and we may imitate them.

Efpecially,

ly?, in the time of great backfliding, people were
wont to renew the covenant with God, and we fhould

do fo alfo. Our heart fhould go out after Chrili in the

piomifes of reconciliation with God : for he is our peace

upon all occafions, and our advocate; and v/e are bound
to apprehend him fo, when we tranfgrefs ; " If any man
fin, we have an Advocate v.^ith the Father, Jefus Chrift

the righteous;" and to exprefs fo much by word, as the

faints did, in their formal renewing of the covenant.

2^/)', When people are in hazard, and difficulties arc

prclent or forefeen, then it were good that they fhould

fend out their heart after him, and exprefs their adhering

unto him, for fccuring their own heart. We find Jofhua
doing fo, v/hen he was to fettle in the land of Canaan,,

in the mid ft of fnarcs, Jojh. xxiv. fo David doth in his

ilraits, " In the fliadow of thy wings will I make my re-

fuge, until thele calamities be over-pail.**

3(i/)', When men apprehend God to be at a diftancc

from them, and their foul to be under withering and de-

cay, then it is fafeft. heartily to ciofe with Chrift^ aad em-
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brace him by faith for the fecuring of the foul ; and it

were good to put it out of queftion by the exprefhonof

the thing. This is the ready way to draw fap from Chrift

the root, for recovering of the foul, and for eftablifhing

the heart before him. The fpoufe, in the Song of Solo-

mon^ doth fo, thus aflerting her intereft in him v;hen in

fuch a condition, profeifing and avowing him to be her

beloved, Cant. v.

j^thly^ At the celebration of the Lord's Supper men
fhould thus cordially clofe with God in Chrift, and fpeak

and exprefs fo much i for that k a feaft of love ; and
then aftd there we come under a folcmn profeffion of

clofing with God in Chrift perfonaily and openly, and
do receive the feal of it. It is therefore befeeming, at

that time, to bring up both heart and tongue to fecond

and anfwer our profeffion, apprehending God to be our
God, and refigning over ourfelves to be his, and at his

difpofing.

We fliall not confine the Lord's people to times and
feafons of this duty, the Lord may bind it upon them
at his pleafure ; only there is hazard, that by too fre-

quent exprefs covenanting with God, men turn too for-

mal in it. Therefore it is not fo fit that people fhould

ordinarily at full length renew that explicit tran faction

with God but rather to declare unto God that they ad-

here unto the covenant made wkh him, and that they

do maintain and will never revoke nor recal the fame;,

and withal, they may hint the fura of it, in laying claim

unto God in Chrift as their own God ; and this they

may do often, even in all their addrcffes to God. And^
probably, this is the thing defigned by the faints in their

fo ordinary pradice in Scripture, whilft they affert their

intereft in God as their God and portion ; and it is fit

that men, in all their Vv-alk, hold their heart at the bufi-

nefs, by heart-cleaving to God in Chrift.'* '' The life

welive in the flefti fhould be by faith in the Son of God."
As to the fecond thing, viz, what is preparatorily re-

quired ofhim who is exprefsly to tranfad with God here.
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Befide what we fpake before, as previous to a man's
clofing with Chrift Jefas, we only add, i/, That he who
would exphcitly bargain with God, mult know, that to

do ih is warranted and allowed by God, as we fhevved

before. IF this be wanting, a man cannot doit in faith,

and fo it will be fin unto him ; " Whatfoever is not of
faith is fin.** 2dly, The man mud labor to bring up
his heart to the thing, that it do not belie the tongue ; it

will be a great mocking of God fo to " draw near him
with the lips, whilft the heart is far off from him.**

The third thing to be confidered in this exprefs ver-

bal covenanting with God, is the way how it is to be

performed and managed. And befide what was faid be-

fore in heart-clohng with Chrift, I add here,

1^, The man fhould do it confidently ; not only be-

lievmg that he is about his duty when he doth it ; but

aifo, that God in Chrift Jefus will accept his poor im-

perfeQ way ofdoing this duty : he doth " accept a man
according to what he hath, if there be a willing mind,'"

a mite is accepted, fince it is " all the poor woman's
fubftance ;'* Yea, if it can be attained, the man fhould

believe that the iffue and confequence of this tranfaQing

Ihall {\rove comfortable, and all (liall be well ; and that

God, vvhoengageth for all in the covenant, ((ince he hath

determined the man to this happy choice), will in fome
meafure make him forthcoming, and will perfect what

concerns him :
" Faithful is he that ealleth you, who

alfo will do it ,** If this confidence be wanting, the mat-

ter will be done with much fear and jealoufy, if not

worfe ; and will ftill prove a difquicting buhnefs to the

man.
2dly. It fhould be done hoJily, It is called " the ho-

ly covenant," " The holy things of David." Here it

were fitting that what is done in this exprefs tranfaBing

v;uh God Ihould not be done paflingly, and on the by,

but in fome fpecial addrefs unto God ; the thing fliould

be fpoken unto the Lord; " I cried unto thee, O Lord,

I faid, Thou art ray refuge and my portion. *' It is be-
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feeming, in fo great a bufinefs, that a piece of time were
fet apart for confefTion and fupplication before God ;

yea, alfo the perfon fo tranfa8ing with God fnould la-

bour to have high apprehenfions of God's greatnefs and
fovereignty ; " Thou art great, O Lord God ; for there

is none like thee, neither is there any God belide thee,"

although he thus humble himfelf to behold things in hea-

ven and earth ; and thefe high and holy thoughts o!

him will and fliould be attended with debaiing and hum-
bhng thoughts of felf, although admitted to this high

dignity ;
" Then went King David in, and fat before

the Lord; and he faid, Who am I, O Lord God ! and
what is my houfe, that thou haft brought me hitherto.'*

It is no fmall thing to be allied unto, and with the great

God of heaven, and his Son Chrift ; as David fpeaketh,

when King Saul did offer his daughter unto him, i Sam.
xviii. 2 2. Yea, further, there Ihould be fpecial guard-

ing and watching, that the heart keep fpiritual in tranf-,

atiing with God. There is great reafon for this holy

way of performing the duty ; for men are ready to neg-

left them felves, and to Ihape the Lord according to

their own fancy, and to turn carnal in the buhnefs,

fince is is a marriage tranfaBion held out in all the ordi->

nary expreifions of love, as in the Song of Solomon.

T\\tfourth thing we fhall fpeak a word unto is, What
fhould follow upon this expreis verbal covenanting

with God. I fay, befide that union and communion
with God in Chrift, following upon believing, if a man
explicitly by word tranfatl with God.

17?. He fhould thenceforth be iingularly careful to a-

bide clofewith God in all manner of converfation ; for,

if a man thenceforth do any thing unfuitabic, he doth

falfify his word before God, which will ftick much in

his confcience, and prove a fnare. If a man henceforth

ncgletl God, and take on him to difpofe of himfeU,

fince he is not his own, and hath opened his mouth un-

to the Lord, " he makes inquiry after vows, and de-

yourcth that which is holy,"
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ftdly. He who {o tranfaaeth with God fhould hold
ftedfaft that determination and conclufion. It is a (hame
fora man, whofe heart hath clofed with God, and whole
mouth hath ratified and confirmed it folemnly before
him, to contradia himfelf again, and to admit any thing
to the contrary ; he ought boldly to maintain the thing
againft all deadly.

Then let me obteft you, who defire to be eftabHfhed
in the matter of your intereft in God, that with all con-
venienc)?, you fet apart a piece of time for prayer be-
fore God, and laboring to work up your heart to feri-

oufnefs, affetlion, and the faith of'the duty, to make a
covenant, and to tranfad with God by exprefs words,
after this manner.
" O Lord, I am aloft and broken creature by nature,

and by innumerable aftual tranfgreflions, which I do con-
fefs particularly before thee this day : and although being
born within the vifible church, I was from the womb in
covenant with thee, and had the fame lealed to me in
baptifm ; yet for a long time, I have lived without God
in the world, fenfelefs and ignorant of my obligation, by
virtue of that covenant. Thou haft at length difcovered
unto me, and bound upon my heart, my miferable ftate

in myfelf, and haft made manifeft unto my heart the fa-

tisfyingreliefthou haft provided by Chrift Jefus, offer,
ing the fame freely unto me, upon condition that I

would accept of the fame, and would clofe with thee as
my God in Chrift, v/arranting and commanding me,up-
on my utmoft peril, to accept of this offer, and to flee un-
to Chrift Jefus: yea, to my apprehenfion, now thou haft
fovercignly determined my heart, and fliaped it for
Chrift Jefus, leading it out after him in the offers of the
gofpel, caafing me to approach unto the living God, to
dole fo with hirn, and to acquiefce in his ofier, with-
out any know guile. And that 1 may come up to that
eftablilhmentof fpirit in this matter, which fhould be to
my comfort, and the praife of thy glorious grace ; there-
fore, I am here this day to put that mauer out ofquef-.
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tion by exprefs words before thee, according to thy wilU
And now I, unworthy as I am, to declare, that I be-
lieve that Chrift Jefus, who was (lain at Jcrufalera, was
the Son of God, and the Savicfur of the world; I do
believe that record, that there is life eternal for men in him
and in him only ; I do this day in my heart pleafe and ac-

quiefce in that device of faving fmners by him, and do in°

truft my foul unto him ; I dd accept of reconciliation

with God through him, and do clofe with thee as my
God in him ; I chufe him in alKthat he is, and ail that

may follow him, and do refign up myfelf, and what I

am, or have, unto thee ; defiring to be divorced from
every thing hateful unto thee, and that without excep-

tion, or refervation, of any thing coniiftent within my
knowledge, or intended reverfion. Here I give the

hand to thee, and do take all things about me witnefles,

that I, whatever I be, or have hitherto been, do accept

of God's offer of peace through Chrilt : and do make a

fure covenant with thee this day, iiever to be reverfed,

hoping that thou wilt make all things forth coming, both

on thy part and mine, ferioufly begging, as I dehre to

be faved, that my corruptions may be fubdued, and

my rieck brought under thy fweet yoke in all things, and

my heart made cheerfully to acquiefce in whatfcever

thou doft unto me, or with me, in order to thefe ends.

Now, glory be unto thee^ O Father, who devifed fuch

a falvation, and gave the Son to accomplifh it: glory

be to Chrift Jefus, who, at fo dear a rate, did purchafe

the outletting of that love from the Father^s bolorn, and

through whom alone this accefs is granted, and in whom
I am reconciled unto God, and honourably united un-

to him, and am no more an enemy or ftranger : glory

to the Holy Gholi, who did alarm me when I was de-

ilroying myfelf, and who did not only convince me of

my hazard, but did alfo open my eyes to behold the re-

lief provided in Chrift ; yea, and did pcrfuade and de-

vmine my wild heart to fall in love with Ghrift, as the

iriching treafure; and this day dcth teach me how to

R
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covenant with God, and how to impropriate to myfelf

all thefure mercies of David, and bleflings ofAbraham
and to fecure tomyfelFthe favor and friendfhip of God
forever. Now, with my foul, heart, head, and whole

man, as I can, I do acquiefce in my choice this day,

henceforth refolving not to be my own, but thine ; and

that the care of whatfoever concerns me ihall be on thee

as my Head and Lord : protefting humbly, that fail-

ings on my part (againft which I refolve, thou knoweft)

Ihall not make void this covenant ; for fo haft thou faid

which I intend not to abufc, but fo much the more to

cleave clofe unto thee, and I muft have liberty to re-

new, ratify, and draw extraBs of this tranfaction, as

often as (hall be needful. Now, I know thy confent to

this bargain ftands recorded in fcripture, fo as I need

no new fignification ofit ; and I having accepted of thy

offer upon thy own terms, will henceforth wait for vi^hat

is good, and for thy falvation in end. As thou art faith-

ful, pardon what is amifs in my way of doing the thing,

and accept me, in my fweet Lord Jefus,in whom I on-

ly defire pardon. And in teftimony hereof, I fettomy
i'eal that God is true, in declaring him a competent fa-

viour.**

Let people covenant withGod in fewer or more words

as the Lord fhall difpofe them ; for we intend no plat-

form ofwords for any perfon , only it were fitting that

men fhould before the Lord acknowledge their loft ftate

in themfelves, and the relief that is by Chrift ; and that

they do declare that they accept of the fame as it is of-

fered in the gofpel, and do thankfully reft fatisfied with

it, intrufting themfelves henceforth wholly unto God,
to be faved in his way, for which they wait according

to his faithFulnefs.

If men would heartily and fincerely do this, it might

through the Lord's blefting, help to e(tablilli them againft

many fears and jealoulies ; and they might date forrre

good thing from this day and hour, which might prove
comfortable untq them when they fall in the dark after-
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wards, and even when many failings do ftare them in

the face, perhaps at the hour of death ;
" Thefe be the

laft words of David—Although my houfebe not fo with
God ; yet he hath made with me an everlafting cove-
nant, ordered in all things and fure; for this is all my
falvation, and all my defire." It is much if a man can
appeal unto God, and fay thou knoweft there was a

day and an hour when in fuch a place I did accept of
peace through Chrift, and did deliver up my heart to thee

to write on it thy whole law without exception ; heaven
and earth are witnefies of it.. '' Remember the word
unto thy fervant, upon which thou haft caufed me to

hope."

ObjeEl,. I dare not adventure to fpeakfuch words unto
God, becaufe 1 find not my heart coming up full length

in afFetlion and ferioufnefs ; fo I fnould but lie unto
God, in tranfaQing fo with him.

Anfzo. It is to be regretted that men's heart doth not,

with much force of defire and affection, embrace and
welcome that blelfed offer and portion. Yet, foranf*

wer to the objetlion, remember, (i.) That in thofe to

whom the Lord giveth the new heart, forming Chriil in

ihem, the whole heart is not renewed ; there is " fleffi

and fpirit lulling again (1 each other,the one contrary'unto

the other, fo as a man can neither do the good or evil

he would do" with full, force. It. is well if there be a

good part of the heart going out after Chrift, defiring to

clofe with him on his own terms.

(2.) That there is often a rational love in the heart

unto Chrift }efus, exprcffing itfelf by a refpeft to his

commandments :
" This is the love of God, that wc

keep his commandments ; and his commandments are

not grievous." When there is not a fenlible prevailing

love which maketh "the foul fick; I am lick of love;**

-

men muft not always expe6l to find this. I fay then, al-

though fomevvhat in your heart draw back, yet if you

can fay that you are convinced of your broken ftate -

without him, that you want a righteoufnefs to cover
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your guilt, ai>d that you want flrength to ftand out a-

gainil fin, or to do what is pleafing before God, and that

you alfo fee fulnefs in him ; in both thefe refpe8s, if

you dare fay, that fomewhat within your heart would be

fain at him upon his own terms, and would have both

righteoufnefs for juftification, and ftrength in order to

fan6tification ; and that what is within you contradiQ-

ing this is your burden in fome meafure, and your bon-

dage : if It be To, yo\ir heart is brought up a tolerable

length ;
go on to the bufinefs, and determine the matter

by covenanting with God, and fay wi)h your mouth,
^' That you have both righteoufnefs and ftrength in the

Lord,'* as he hath fworn you (hall do : It is approvers

divinity to fay unto God, I believe, when much mifbe-

lief is in me, and the heart divided in the cafe ; " Lord,

I believe, help thou mine unbelief.^' Withal, fhew un-

to God how matters are in your heart, that (o you may
be without guile before him, concealing nothing from

him ; and put your heart as it is in his hand, to write

his law on it, according to the covenant; for that is the

thing he feeks of men, that they deliver up their heart

to him, that he may fcamp it with his whole will, without

exception ; and if you can heartily confent unto that,

iud^iins Chrift's blood a fufficient ranfom and fatisfaBion

for man's tranfgreflion, you may go andexprefsly ftrike.

covenant with God, for your heart and affe(:i;ion is al*

ready engaged.

Objecl. I dare not fo covenant with God, left I break

to him ; yea, 1 perfuade myfelf, that if fuch a tempta-

tion did offer, fo and fo circumftantiated, I would fall

before it and fi:ccumb : therefore, to tranfaQ lo with

God whilft I fcrcfee fuch a thing were but to heighten

my condemnation.

Anfw. (i.) You have already entered covenant with

God, as you are a member of his vinble church ; and

what is now preffed upon you is, but that you more,

heartily, fincereiy, particularly, and more exprefsly co-

ven-^nt and traniatt with him : you are already obliged^
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heartily to clofe with God in Ghrift., and if vou do it in
heart, I hope the hazard is no greater by faying ibat you
do fo, or have done fo,

(2.) What will you do if you fliift hearty tranfa^ing
with God in Chrid, and do not accept his peace as it is

offered ? You have not a fecond of it in the world ; ei-

ther you muftdo this prperifh for ever : and if you do
it with your heart, you may alfo fay it with your tongue.

(3.) If people may fear at covenanting with God,
becaufe they will afterwards tranfgrefs, then not one man
fhould covenant with God ; for furely every one will

traafgrefs afterwards, if they live any length of time after

the tranfaBion : and we know no way like this to fecure

men from failing ; for if you covenant honeftly with

him, he engageth, befide the nevv^ heart, to put his fear

and law therein, to give his Spirit to caufe you to walk
in his way. And when you covenant with God, you
deliver up yonrfelf unto him, to be fanBifiedand made
conform to his v/ili. It is rather a giving up of yourfelf

to be led in his way in all things, and kept from every
evil way, than any formal engagement on your part to

keep his way, and to hold off from evil : fo that you
need not fear at the covenant, the language whereof is,

" Wilt thou not be made clean ?" And all that fiiun to

(Irike covenant v/ith God, do thereby declare that they

defire not to be made clean.

(4,) As it is hard for any to fay confidently they will

tranfgrefs, if fuch a temptation did offer, fo and fo cir-

cumftantiated, becaufe men may think that either God
will keep a temptation out of their way, or not fufferthern

to be tempted above what they are able to bear, or give

to them a way of efcape ;
*^' God is our refuge and

ilrength, a very prefent help in trouble. There hath no
temptation taken you, but fuch as is common to man ;

but God is faithful, who will notfuffer you to be tempt-

ed above that you are able ; hut will with the temptation

alfo make a way to efcape, that ye may be able to bear

t/' So tbequeilion is not, what I may do afterwards;
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but, what I now refolve to do ? If my heart charge me
prefently with any deceit or refolution to tranfgrefs, I

muft lay afide that deceit before I tranfaft with God ;

bat if my heart charge me with no fuch purpofe, yea, I

dare fay I refolve againft: every tranfgreflion ; and al-

though I think I will fall before fuch and fuch a tempta-

tion, yet that thought {loweth not from any allowed and

approven refolution to do fo, but from knowledge of my
own corruption, and of what I have done to provoke

God to defert me ; but the Lord knows I refolve not to

tranfgrefs, nor do I approve any fecret inclination ofmy
heart to fuch a fin, but would reckon it my fmgular

mercy to be kept from fin in fuch a cafe ; and I judge

myfelf a wretched man, becaufe of fuch a body of death

within me, which doth threaten to make me tranfgrefs

;

in that cafe, I fay, " my heart doth not condemn me^

therefore may and ought to have confidence before God,*

if this then be the cafe, I fay to thee, although thou

fhouldft afterwards fail many ways, and fo perhaps draw

upon thyfelf fad temporal (trokes thereby, and lofe for

a fcafon many expreffions of his love ; yet " there is an

Advocate with the Father to plead thy pardon," who
hath fatisfied for our breaches ; " He we wounded for

our tranfgreffions, he was bruifed for our iniquities ; the

chaftifement of our peace was upon him, and with his

ftripcs we are healed. All we like fheep have gone aflray,

we have turned' every one to his own way, and the Lord
hath laid on him. the iniquity of us all.'* And for his

fake, God refolveth to hold faft the covenant with men
afier their tranfgreffion ;

" If his children forfake my
law, and walk not in my judgments ; if they break my
ftatutes, and keep not my commandments :—Neverthe-

lefs, my lovingkindnefs will I notuttcrly take from him.^

nor fuller my faithfulnefs to fail ; my covenant will I

not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my
lips. Once have I' fvvorn by my holinefs''—Elfe how
could he befaid "to bethrothe us unto iiimfelf for ever ?'*

And how could the covenant be called " everlafting.
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ordered in all things and fure,^' if there were not ground
of comfort in it, " even when our houfc is not fo and
fo with God.

Yea, it were no better than the covenant of works,

if thefe who enter it with God could fo depart from him
again, as to make it void unto themfelves, and to put

themfelves into a worfe condition than they were in be-

fore they made it :
" And I will make an everlafting co-

venant with them, and I will not turn away from them to

do them good'*—compared with Heb. viii. 6. " But now
hath he obtained a more excellent miniftry, by how
much more alfo he is the mediator of a better covenant,

which was eftablifhed upon better promifes. " The
Lord hateth putting away." No honed heart will Hum-
ble on this, but will rather be ftrengthened thereby in

duty; Hof, xiv. 4. to the end, " 1 will heal their back-

fliding, I will love them freely ; for mine anger is turn-

ed away from him Who is wife and he fhall under-

fland thefe things ? Prudent and he fhall know them ?

For the ways of the Lord are right, and the juft fhall

walk in them.'' For other ties and bonds, befidcs the

fear of divorce, and punilhment by death to oblige the

ingenuous wife unto duty ; fo here men will "fear the

Lord and his goodnefs."

ObjcH. I have, at the celebration of the Lord's Sup-
per, and at fome other occahons, covenanted exprefs-

iy and verbally with God; but my fruitleffnefs in his

ways, and the renewed jealoufies of my gracious flate,

maketh me queflion if ever I tranfa6ted with God in

fincerity, and I think I can do it no otherwife than I

have done it.

Anfw, (1.) Men are not to expeQ fruitfulnefs accord-

ing to their defire, nor full afTurance of God's favour

immediately after they have fled unto Chrift, and ex-

prefsly tranfaBed with God in him : ^thefe things will

keep a man-on work all his days. The faints had their

failings and fhortcomings, yea, and backfiidings, with

many fits of dangerous mifbelief, after they had very
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ferioufly and finccrely, and exprefsly clofed with God,
as their God in Chrift.

(2.) Many do look for fruitfulnefs in their walk and

cftablifhment of faith from their own fincerity in tranf-

a6ting with God rather than from the fpirit of the Lord

Jefus. They fixed their heart in their own honehyand
refolations, and not in the bleiTed root Chriil Jefus,

without whom we can do nothing, and are vanity alto-

gether in our befl eftate. Men fhould remember, that

one piece of grace cannot produce any degree of grace;

further nothing cart work grace but the arm of Jehovah
and if men could lean upon Chrilt, and covenant with

him as their duty abfolutely, whatfoever may be the

confequencc, at lead, looking only to him for the fuit-

able fruit, it (hould fare better with them. God pleaf-

eth not that men fnould betake themfelves unto Chrift,

and covenant Vsith him for a feafon, until, they fee if

fuch fruit and ellablifhment (hall follow, purpofing to

difclaim their intereft in him and the covenant, if fuch

and fuch fruit does not appear within fuch a length of

time. This is to put the ways of God to trial, and is

very difpleafing unto him. Men muft abfolutely clofe

wiih Chrift, and covenant with him refolving to main-

tain thcfc things as their duty, and a ready way to reach

fruit, whatfoever fhall follow thereupon; they having a

teilimony within them, that they ferioufly defign con-

formity to his revealed will in ail things; and that they

have clofed covenant with him for the fame end, as

well as to be faved thereby.

(3.) Men Ihould be fparing to bring in queftion their

fincerity in tran fatting with God, unlefs they can in-

IfruCt the fame, or have great prefumptions for it. If

you can inltrud any deceit or guile in your tranfatling

with him you are otjliged to difclaim and rectify it, and

totran(L6t wiih God honcilly and without guiie : but if

you know nothing ofyour deceit or guile in the day you
did tranfaft with him ; Yea, if you can fay, that you
did appeal unto God in that day that you dealt honeflly
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..b him, and intended not to deceive; and did obteft

I

him, according to his faithfulnefs, lo fearch and try if

,
there was any crookednefs in your way, and to diicover

.

it unto you, and heal it ;
" Search me^ O God, and

;
know my heart ; try me, and know my thoughts ; and

' fee if there be any wicked way in me ; and lead me in
the way everlafting ; and that afterwards you " came to

: the light, that your deeds might be manifeft /' and if yoii
can fay, that God's anfwers from his word to you, in fo
far as you CQuld underftand, were anfwers of peace, and
confirmations of your fincerityj yea, further, ifyou dare
[fay, that if upon hfe and death you were again to tranf-
*act with him, you can do it no other way, nor intend

jrefmcerity and ferioufnefs than before'; then I dare
unto thee, in the Lord's name, thou ought not to

i-ftion thy iincerity in tranfatling with God, but to
" have confidence before God, fmce thy heart doth not
condemn thee ;'* and thou art bound to believe that" God dealeth uprightly with the upright man, and with
the pure doth (hew himfelF pure/' If a man intend hon-
city, God will not fuffer him to beguile himfelf ; yea,
the Lord fufFereth no man to deceive himfelf, unlefs the
jman intend to deceive both God and men.

j
(4.) Therefore impute your unfruitfulnefs to your

unwatchfulnefs and your miibelief, and impute your
Want of full aQurance unto an evil heart of unbelief, help-
•|cd by Satan to a6l againft the glorious free grace of God

;

and charge not theCe things upon want of fmcerity in
.K'our clohng with Chriih And refolve hencetbrth to a-

t)iae clofe by the root, and you fhall bring forth more
]f rujt ; and by much fruit you lay yourfelf open to the
^vitnefs of God's Spirit, which will teftify with your fpi-
»-'^ that you have fincerely and honerilyclofed with God,

I that the refl: of your works are wrought in God, and
iij^proven of him ; and fo the v/itneis of the f;jirit and
the water joining with the blood, whereupon you are to

;lay the v;eight of your foul and confcience, and where
alone you are to iinkthe curfes of the law due unto you

S
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for all your fins, and failings in your befl: things : thei%

three do agree in one, viz. that this is the way of life and
peace, and that you have interelt therein, and fo you
come to quietnefs and full alFu ranee ;

" Abide in me,

and I in you : as the branch cannot bear fruit of itfeif,

except it abide in the vine, no more can ye, except ye

abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches ; he

that abideth in me, and I in him, the fame hringeth forth

much fruit ; for without me ye can do nothing." " He
that hath my comir.andments and keepeth them, he it is

that loveth me, and he that loveth me, (hall be loved of

my Father, and I Vvill love him, and will m.anifeft my->

felf to him. If a man love me, he will keep my v;ords }

and my Father will love hiai, and we will come unto

him, and make our abode v^itb him." The Spirit itfclf

beareth wiinef^ vvithour fpirit that we are the children of

God." " There are three that bear witnefs in earth, the

fpirit, and the water, and the blood ; and thefe three a-

gree m OL'e.*'

O bleii'ed bargain of the new covenant, and thrice

blelTcci N)ec!iator of the fame ! Let him rideprofperouL

ly, and iubdue nations and lang'iages, and gather in all

hib jewels, that honorable company of the firlt-born, that,

ftateiy troop of kings and pricfcs, whofe glory it Ihall be

to have v/alhed their garments in iht blood of that fpot-

lefs Lamb, and whofe happinefs fhall continually flc

ifh in follou'ing him whiiherfoever he goeth, and in be-

ing in the immediate company ofthe Ancient of days,

one fight of whole face (liall make them in a manner for-

get that ever they were in the earth. Oh if I could pert

fuade men to believe that thefe things are not ycc and

nay^ and to make hade towards him, who haileth to judge

the world, ar:d to crJl men to an account, efpecially con-

cerning their improvement of this gofpei. '' Even Co.,

come Lord jefus/*
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PREFACE.

1 HE following difcourfe, with a very few

additions and alterations, makes its appearance from

the prefs precifely as it was delivered from the pul-

pit. It would be vanity the mod inexcufable in the

Author^ to afFed throwing any light on the duties

of the minifleriaf office, which have been {o fre-

quently and fo fully difcuffed by perfons of matu-

rer age, of greater experience, and whofe fituation

in life opens larger fources of information on this

and every other fubjeB. In the providence of

God he was called to preach on that public occa^

fion ; and at the repeated reqneft of fome, whofe

judgment he ought to refpecl, he ventures the fer-

mon to the world. The author trufts, that it may

occafionally ferve at leaft as a monitor, to hinifelf,

and through the bleffing of that fovereign God,

"who makes foolifh things to confound the wife, and

weak things to confound the mighty, may not be

altogether unprofitable to fellow laborers in the

vineyard of Jehovah,

All who are in the leaft degree verfed in the

hiftory of the church ; who are acquainted with her
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profperities and adverfities, and the caufes which

produced them, muft be imprefled with the unut-

terable importance of her miniftry. On the pru-

dence of the ambafTadors of Jcfus, their patience,

their felf-denlal, their fervent zeal, their deep ac-

quaintance with the myfteries of the kingdom, and

their holy heroifm in defending them, depend inti-

mately, under God, the fuccefs and the glory of

chriftianity. They are in fcripture emphatically

reprefented under the emblem of ftars ; and if they

are obfcured, either by ignorance or error, a gen-

eral darknefs mud envelope the horizon of the

church. Natural talents and human learning are

little noticed in the following charaQer of the gof-

pel ftcward ; becaufe however important thefe qual-

ifications are, they are of inferior importance; they

become ufeful and ornamental, precifely in propor-

tion as they are fan8ified by the fpirit of Jefus, and

confecrated to the fervice of his crofs. If thofe

who bear the vefTels of the Lord be erroneous, the

more fuccefsful they are, the more dangerous, by

rendering others tenfold more the children of dark-

nefs than formerly. If they appear indolent and

indifrarent, their example fofters carelefTnefs in

their hearers, and tends to lull them deeper and

deeper in the (lumbers of perdition. The ordina-

ry Pallor, no lefs than the extraordinary Apoftle,

fhould he poffefs ail knowledge and all myfteries^
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yet, without charity, mud become as founding hrafs,

and a tinkling cymhal. IntelleQual endowments,

unaccompanied by divine grace, like the blazing

comet, may dazzle and aftonifh, while he who en-

dures all things for the eletl's fake, like the fun

in the firmament, exhilarates and cherifties as he

Ihines.

If the prefent difcourfe is made inftrumental,

in impreffing a fingle ambaffador of Jefus with

more becoming conceptions of the importance of

his office, or of awakening one to greater induftry,

greater importunity in difcharging the duties of

his office, the author will confider himfelf more

than rewarded ; and would now, and eternally,

afcribe all to the glory of that fovercignty, v/hich

out Q^ the mouth of bahcs and fiicklings has perfected

ilrength.

Salem, December 24, i8o2>





THE

SPIRITUAL STEWARD,

I Cor. iv. l.

—

*^ Stewards ofihs myjlerles of GodJ'

X HE grace and fovereignty of Jehovah iU

luftrioufly fhine in our redemption, through the

crofs of Immanuel. It is a manifeftation of grace

the moft marvellous, the raoft glorious, that any of

our famil)^ fhould be reftored; that after our wilful

apoftacy from the government of God, and rebel-

lion againft his crown, we fhould be reinftated in

his favor, dignified with the name and diftinguifhed

with the inheritance of fons. It excites admiration

in the highefl, that our recovery fhould be acconi-

plifhed by a plan fo peculiar, a fcheme fo coftjy, as

the fubftitution and death of his only begotten^ eter-

nally beloved Son. " Herein is love : Not thai zve

loved God^ but that he loved w5, and fent his Son to be

the propitiation for our Jins"

Sovereignty alfo mingles her glories with thofe

of grace, in every part of this wondrous difpenfa-

lion. While grace difplays her exceeding riches
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in the lalvation of any, fovereignty fiiines myfteri-

oas and awful in determining the ohjeds of this

falvation; in choofing fome to adoption, to recon-

ciliation, to eternal life ; while others of the fame

r.ation, of the fame fociety, of the fame family, un-

der the fame opportunities of inftruBion, under the

fame offers of mercy, are utterly pafTed by ; are

delivered up to hlindnefs of mind^ hardnefs of heart,

to a rejedion of Jefus, the only facrifice for fin, as

a pledge of eternal condemnation hereafter.

Jehovah appears no lefs an adorable fovereign,

in the very inftruments by whom this redemption

is applied to ihe eleBion of grace. Whom does he

ufually raife up and employ for this important pur-

pofe ? Does he fauen upon the unfmnin^ angels,

thofe exalted Ipirits who balk in the glories of his

throne, whofe larger capacities qualify them for un-

derftanding more fully, and unfolding more per-

feQly, the mylteries of redemption? No; their'a^

pollate tribes are not chofen to be the bleffed par-

takers of this falvation; neither are their unfmning

tribes honored to be infhumental in applying it.

What rank of the human y^?r*2/,v is ordinarily em-

ployed for promoting the kingdom of Jefiis^ and

applying to the fouls of others the reconciliation of

his crofs ? Does the living God raife up fome pre-

ternatural order, perfons, fupcrior to their fellow-

crcaturesj naturally diilinguilhed by purer morals^
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by a more comprehenfive underftanding or com-

manding utterance ? No ; was this the plan purfu-

ed by the Eternal, the fuccefs of bis gofpel would

probably be afcribed to the excellence of the in-

firuments employed. The vefTel naturally mod
frail, mod foul, debafed by every Ipecies of open

and grofs abomination, has frequently been puri-

fied, and appointed to contain this immortal treaf-

ure. .

^^ Bafc things of the worlds and things zohich

are defpifcd^ hath God chofen, that no fiePi Jh outd glo-

ry in his prcfence,'' He ordinarily ufes inflruments

the mod infignificant, fcemingly the moft unequal

to the work, that his own wifdom, and power, and

fovereignty, may more vifibly be traced in every

part of the difpenfation. A few fifl:>ermen, perfons

of lov/ occupation in life, unlearned in the fciences,

and unfkilled in the policies of this world, were fe-

Ictted as the ufual companions of our Lord; and

their preaching, afterwards, was the great engine of

fpreading his gofpel among the nations of the eanh.

Saul, once a malignant perfecutor^ a man injurious

to the Redeemer's caufe, who had uttered the foul-

ed blafphemies againfl the Saviour's crofs ; this ve-

ry Saul is converted and rendered the chief apof-

tlc of this very crofs; glories in it as his only fal-

vation; proclaims it as the only hope of perifhing

Tinners. '• We have this treajarc^' he exclaims, a«

doring equally the depth of divine condefcenfion

B
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and foverclgnty—^' We have this treafure in earthen

vejfels^ that the excellency of the power may be of God^

and not oj us. We are Jlexvards oj the myjleries of

Godr

The term myfteries^ here ufed by the apofllc,

occurs very frequently in the volume of divine in-

fpiration. Without enquiring particularly into its

real origin, or ufual fignification, it may be fuffi-

cient to remark, that ?»;'^/?erztfs, as employed in the

facred oracles, generally imply thofe truths which

our reafon, unafTiiled by revelation, could never

have difcovered ; and which, after they are reveal-

ed, our finite, contraBed underftandings, are inca«

pable fully to comprehend. The myfteries com-

mitted to the minifters of reconciliation, fimply im-

ply the evcrlafting gofpel ; all thofe do6lrincs, all

that difcipline; thofe feals of the covenant alfo,

which are employed by the adorable head of the

church, for the inftru6lion, the corre8,ion and edU

fication of his fpiritual houfchold.

The perfons entrufted with thefe myfleries are

denominated flewards. There is an evident allu-

fion to a pra6lice which prevailed in early periods

of the world
;

particularly in the families of the op-

ulent and honorable. A perfon of known integri-

ty and talents was chofcn, to whom, under the char-
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a8er of ^ /leward^ the proprietor of the houfe com-

mitted the immediate difpofal of his goods, and

management of his family ; accountable, however,

in all refpefts, to him by whom he was appointed

to this ftewardfhip. We read in facred hiftory, of

a fteward in the family of Abraham, in the family

of Jofeph, in the families of particular kings of If-

rael and Chaldea. This character is frequently ap-

plied to the minillers of reconciliation, and expreiT-

es the great importance and awful refponfibility of

their office. By Jefus Jehovah, the fupreme Ruler

and Lawgiver of the divine houfe, they are now

cntrufted with the treafure of the gofpel. This they

are required to difpenfe to his family on earth, as

they muft anfwer hereafter, dt his appearing and

kingdom-.-

Thd pertinency of the fubjeQ to the prefent

occafion, is abundantly obvious. We are ordinari-

ly employed in illuitrating and enforcing the duty of

others, as men : It is niore appropriate, at prefent,

to illuftrate and apply oar own obligations as min-

ifters. May the unBion of the Holy One liberally

defcendj and influence every heart, while we at-

tempt

—

I. To enumerate^ a few of thofe myfleries

which are contained in the gofpel ; And,
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II. Illuriratc the cbara6ler and obligations of

thofe to whom, thefe mylleri^s are cntrulled : Siezu-

ards—Stewards of the myfteries of God.

1. The Trinity in Jehovah, may be numbered

among the myfteries of the gofpel : Three adorable

pcrfons, neceffarily, effentially, eternally equal

;

—
ONE in efTence, one in perfeQion and glory. This

doftrine was revealed obfcurely in the Old Tefta-

ment; but is taught with greater perfpicuity and

glory in the New. The apoltle fpeaks of " the myf-

tery of God^ and of the Father^ and of Chri/l,'' An
evangelift announces, that " there be Three which

hare record in heaven ; the Father^ and the Word^

and the Holy Ghofh : Thefe Three are One,'' This

truth is taught, not barely as a fubjeft of fpeculation

to the underftanding, but a fource of rich, unutter-

able confolation to the heart. The believer in Jefus

is privileged to enjoy real, diftin6l communion with

each of the adorable Three ; with the Father in his

love ; with the Son in his grace ; with the Holy Ghoft

in his fan6lifying, comforting influences. It confti-

tutcs the privilege, and fecurity, and glory, of each

heir of falvaiion, that he is ^^ eleUed according to the

foreknozoledge of God, the Father^ throughfanBifca-

tion of the fpirit, unto obedience andfprinkling of the

blood of Jefus Chrijl ;" and that once elected, and

fanftificd, and juftified, he fhall be infallibly and e-

verlaftingly glorified.
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2. The incarnation of the eternal Son, is ano-

ther my fiery of the ever glorious gofpel. " Without

controverfy^ great is the myjtery of godlinefs : God

manijejled in thefccjli,'' His aflumption of our na-

ture, appropriating our guilt, fuffering in our room,

bringing in everiafting righteoufneis for our recon-

ciliation, forms an eflential, a mod interefting part

of that heavenly treafure comniicted to our trufl ;

and ought to conftitute the Alpha and Omega of ev-

ery adminiftration, whether public or private.

—

From Jefus and his crofs, all the revelation of God

derives its meaning, its value and glory. There th-e

law of Mofes, with its coflly obfervances, the pre-

didions of prophets, and the preaching of apofties,

all meet, as their comir.on centre. For Melliah's

appearance in the flefh, and his accomplifliment of

our redemption, believers under the OldTeftament

looked forward with anxious expe6lation ; and to

thefe events, the ranfomed, through eternity, will

look back with adoring gratitude : They will be

ever acknowledging this deceafe^ accompliJJicd at Je-

riifalem^ as the foundation of all they expeded on

earth, and all they experience in heaven. In Chrift,

and him crucified, all the perfe6tions of Deity are

glorified to the very uttermofl : The law is magni-

fied in its precept, vindicated in its penalty ; the in-

juries of juftice repaired; the offence of holinefs

removed ; while mercy, grace and condefcenfioa
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and him crucified, all the wants of the (inner are

fupplied. By the blood of his covenant, fprinkled

upon the conjcicnce, the vileft of the vile are purg.

ed from dead, works. Through his righteoufnefs

imputed, they arc completely and eternally juftified

in the fight of Jehovah ; and by his grace, fhed a«.

broad through their hearts, they are fanQified and

prepared for the inheritance of immortality. So

important, ih glorious is this myftery, the Son of

God incarnate, and fuffering for our fins, that pa-

triarchs rejoiced^ leaped up, to fee his day afar off -,

prophets enquired diligently, who tejlijied before^

hand thefufferings of Chrijl^ and the glory thatjhould

folloiii ; apoftles determined to know nothing but

jf^fus Chrij}^ and him crucified ; angels look into

it, with ever ncw^ ever increafing admiration.

3. The regeneration and fanftification of thd

fmner, by the eternal Spirit, is another myftery,

v/ith which, as ftewards in the family of jefus, wc

are enirufled. The apoflle, therefore, pronounces

it not only a myjlery of godlinefsy God manifefled in

ike fle/h^ but beUeved on in the world, and fpeaks in

another epiftle of the myjlery offaith. This grace,

ix?htch unites the finner to the Saviour, and inter-

qtts hitn in the great falvation^ is effected in a man-

ner utterly inconceivable to us. Although the



change produced in the foul, at its tranfiaiion from

death to life, is abundantly obvious ; new fears,

new defires, new joys, new hopes, inftantly fpring

up ; yet the manner by which this change is produ-

ced is altogether myfterious, utterly unfearcbable

by us. " The wind bloweth zvhere it lijleth ; xvc

hear the found thereof^ but cannot tell whence it com^

eth, or whither it goeth ; fo is every one that is born

of the Spirit.'* Who can conceive or defcribe that

gracious influence, by wbich the underftanding,

once dark, is now enlightened ; the will once ftub-

born, is now fubdued to the obedience of faith ; the

affections, formerly fenfual and earthly, are nosv el-

evated to things fpiritual and divine ; the whole

man transformed, tranflated from death to life,

from corruption to holinefs, from things temporal

to things eternal. The believer himfelf, although

the favored fubjeQ of this fanBifying Spirit, is un-

able to trace the manner of his operations. He
can, however, maintain, and maintain with a con*

fidence which all the fophiftry of earth or hell fliafl

never be able to overthrow, *' whereas I was blind,

now I fee." I difcover new excellencies and glo-

ries in the Saviour, new wifdom and condefcenfiori

in the method of reconciliation through his obedi-

ence and crofs, new fweetnefs and prccioufnefs in

the promifes^ new fuitablenefs and fufficiency in,
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the everlafting covenant. Thefe are all my falva-

tion, and all my defae,

4. To thefe we may add, the refurreQion of

the body ; the awards of the general judgment ; the

adjudication of the righteous to endlefs life, of the

wicked to endlefs perdition ; as other mylleries of

the gofpel committed to our charge. The manner

by which the refurreQion from the dead will be ef-

feQed ; the particular body in which they fhall ap-

pear ; the part of the univerfe where all the nations,

Y'hen raifed, fnall be placed ; the procedure of the

great Judge in determining their unalterable doom;

the inlirumentality of elc6l angels in raifing the

dead, in arranging them for judgment^ in conduc-

ing the righteous to manfions of blifs, and hurrying

the damned to their gloomy abodes, are inconceiv-

able to us. " Behold^'' fays the apoflle, " behold I

JJicw you a viyjlery : We Jliall not all Jleep ; hut zve

JJiall he changed^ in a moment, in the twinkling of an

eye^ at the lajl trump : For the trumpet Jliall founds

and the deadjhall he raijed incorruptible^ and ivefnall

he changed : For this corruptible muf put on incor-

ruption, and this mortal 7nujl put on immortality.'^

Thefe are a part of thofc myfteries, with

- which, as Rewards of the kingdom, we are folemn-

ly entruftcd. Thefe it becomes us to difpenfe.
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without refervc, %vithout partiality, without hypoc-

rify, to that houfe over which the Holy Ghojl hath

made us overjeers.

Having attempted briefly to enumerate thefe

myfteries, we proceed

—

II. To illuftrate the charaBer and obligation

of thofe to whom they are committed : Stevjards—
Stczvards of the myficrics of God,

1. The Reward is freely elecled and appointed

by the proprietor of the houfe. He who daringly

ruflies into the family of another, and takes poffef-

fion of his property without a regular invitation, is

chargeable equally with prcfumption and folly. He
can neither a(k the prefent fupport of his mafter,

nor afterwards expeft a reward from his hand. E-

qually neceffary is it that the miniRer of reconcilia-

tion be divinely chofen to that office; that he be

duly called by Jefus Jehovah, the great mafter of

the fpirilual houfe. No emergence of the church,

however peculiar ; no necefiity for laborers, hov;-

ever prefTing ; no advantages arifmg from natural

talents, from the aids of education^ or other conlid-

erations, can juftify any in affuming the rainilferial

office, unlefs lawfully called. The fovereign Lord

C
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of the houfe, jealous of his royal prerogative5|

meets the intruder with that heart rending chal-

lenge—" Who hath required this at your hand ?'' and

writes his prefumption in his punifhment—" I have

notfent him, nor commanded him : Therefore heJJmll

not profit this people at all. No man taketh this hon^

or to himfelf, hut he that is called of God, as was Aa-

rcn/' Let us paufe a moment, and impartially en-

quire—Are we fent and appointed of the Lord

God to this (lewardfhip ? Have we been careful to

makeyi^r^ our calling and eleUion, not only as men,

but as minifters ? This queftion intimately concerns

the glory of that Jefus whom we ferve; the dignity

of that caufe in which we are embarked; the edifi-

cation of that church which we are appointed to o-

verfee; our own peace, and confidence, and tri-

umph, as individuals. How would it fupport in

the hour of difficulty ; how would it embolden in

the difcharge of every duty, could we carry our

commifTion in our hand, and with the prophet con*

fidently proclaim—" The Lord God and his Spirit

hath fent me,'* Then might we daily look up to our

maRer, for flrength proportioned to our daily crofs,

and expe6l his bleffing on thofe labors which we

perform in obedience to his command.

A full, formal enquiry, into the nature of this

call to the miniflerial office, is not intended at pref-
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cnt. It may not, however, be impertinent to re-

mark, that he who is divinely chofen to this work,

will experience the love of Jehovah the Redeemer,

kindling in his heart. He will feel this heavenly

flame burning up the drofs of felf eafe, felf-intereft,

felf promotion. He will be conftrained by a holy^

an irrefillible neceffity, to preach the go/pel ; to

Jpend^ and to he /pent ; to occupy his time, his tal-

ents, in promoting the kingdom of that Jefus who

bought us with his blood. His bofom will occa-

fionally melt with tender compafiion towards his

brethren, by nature, who are in danger of perifli-

ing eternally. He will cheerfully renounce each

-worldly profpeQ, his temporal eafe and indulgence,

nay, life itfelf, to become inftrumental in refcuing

ihem from never ending ruin. Animated with the

fame fpirit, he will burft forth in the exclamation of

the great apoftle—" / endure all thingsfor the ele^'s

fake^ that they may obtain falvationy tchich is in Chrijh

J^Jus^ with eternal glory,''

2. The ftcward aBing agreeably to his Ration^

aims at adapting himfelf to the varied circumftances

of the houfehold. He endeavors to difpenfe that

portion which is mod fuited to their peculiar age

jmd necefTuies. This will equally be the concern

of each iteward in the heavenly family, who has im-

bibed the foirit of his office. This is called in fcrip^
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ture, ^* rightly dividing the xuord of truth ; giving ia

every one their portion of meat in due feafon ;" and

iTiay with propriety be pronounced the moft difficult

part of miniderial duty. Much diligence is requi-

fite for knowing the ftatc of our Jlock ; and much

difccrnment for accommodating our public admini-

fl rations to their refpe6live capacities. Some are

ignorant, and require inftruftion; others are fecure,

and ought to be alarmed ; others arc prefumptuous,

and require to be fliaken from their unfcriptural

confidences. The weak needlo beflrengthened; the

'\va\rering to be confirmed ; the wandering to be re-

ftored ; the fearful to be emboldened ; the droop-

ing to be fupported, with the confolatiohs of the

covenant.

Could no other argument be adduced, this a-

bundantiy evinces the propriety of a ftationary min-

ifiry, and of each minifter familiarly vifiting and

converfing with his fiock. I'he phyfician mud ex-

amine his patient, before he can adminifter his med-

icine wiih judgment : The vine-drefier mull go from

tree to tree, before he knows \vhether to dig around

and dung, or with a pruning-knife to lop off the ex-

uberant branch : The teacher muft enquire into the

age of the fchoiar, his ability, his progrefs in learn-

ing) before he can judicioufly dire6l his future (Ind-

ies. Thus he who would approve himfelf faithful
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to his adorable niafterj or become fuccersFul in the

falvation of fouls, mud diligently, muft painfully

enquire into their fcriptural condition.

Bear -with mc, refpeBed Fathers and Brethren,

if 1 take the liberty of enlarging on this duty ; be-

caufe it is fcarcely more important than unfafliion-

able; and probably the languor of living godlinefs

in our churches, the rare infiances of converfion

under our adminiftrations, may be afcribed partly^

if not principally, to this negie6t. We are not ca-

pable rightly to divide the word of truth ; to difpenfe

in public the myfteries of the kingdom, according

to the circumftances of the family; becaufe we are

not more employed in private converfing with the

family, enquiring into their various exercifes, their

anxieties, their doubts, their difcouragements.

—

Confequences the mod glorious attended the revi-

val of this primitive praBice in Geneva, under the.

miniflry of Calvin, and in various other places, at

the commencement of the reformation. While min-

ifters, with their ruling elders, induflrioufly went a-

round from houfe to houfe ; Vv bile they carried their

appeal immediately to the fmncr's confcience, teack'

ing every 7naii^ and warning every man, their labors

became eminently fuccefsful : The ignorant v/ere

inftru6led; the fecure alarmed; the weak, the dcC-

pondent, ftrengthened and edified.
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3. The fteward endeavors to manifeft forbear-

ance with the members of the houfe. Concern foE

lh€ interefts of his lord, induces hrm to exercife pa-

tience, not only with the weaknefs, but even the^

wickednefs of thofe committed to his charge. A
difpofition, this, of difficult attainment j yet indif-

penfibly requifite in the minifter of reconciliation.

Numerous infults, much derifion, mult be expect-

ed, Thofe who are at eafe will frequently deride

our admonitions as impertinent; as only calculated

10 ruffle their repofe. The drunkard will revile us as.

unneceffarily precife ; as unfriendly to human hap^

pinefs. The impure will attempt juftifying them^

fclves, by the backflidings of Lot, of David, and

other eminent faints. The fwearer will probably

reward our rebukes with replying, that he intended

no evil, or that he injured none but himielf. AU,

this ii\fuU mud be expeded; all this, out of com*

paffion to precious, perifhing fouls, ought patiently

to be endured. Although the drowning man dcetj

not immediately feize the rope thrown out for his

relief; yet a concern for his prefervation would o-

blige to continue the offer. Although the man con-

flifting with fome malignant difeafe, through igno-

rance, rnay reje6l the medicine when adminiftered;

yet a regard for his recovery will conftrain to repeal

the application. Rather, infinitely rather, (hould

wc patiently perfevcrc with finners, when their faU
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Va-tion or damnation for eternity are at flake. " Tht

fervant oj the Lord mufi not flrive^ hut be gentle to

all ; apt to teach ; patient in meeknefs ; inflru^ing

thofc that oppofe ihemfehes ; if God peradventure will

give them repentance^ to the acknowledging of the

truths' " Reprove^ rebuke, exhort,'' is the apoftolic

injiin6lion5 " with all long-fufferivg and doclrineJ"—
Our feelings may rather be injured for a time, than

their fouls damned for eternity. Befides, the con^

verfion of fmners {o obftinate, conflitutes our no-

bleft triumphs ; it excites in the fpirits of thejuft

the loudeft hallelujahs now, and will form the bright-

eft jewels in our crown hereafter. Noble, in this

refpe8;, worthy our imitation, was the condu6l of

the apodles of the Lamb—" Being reviled, we blefs

;

being perfecuted, toe Juffer it ; being defamed, zue in-

treat ; lejl weJJiould hinder the gofpel of ChriflJ*

But this forbearance is not neceiTary barely

towards the unprincipled and profligate ; there is

€<jual necefTity of exercifing it towards the living

members of the body of Chrift. As in the family

of nature, fo in the family of grace, there is an al-

moft infinite variety of difpofition. Much imper-

feftion adheres to the beft^ arifing partly from ig-

norance, partly from prejudices of education, and

cuflom
; partly from the remains of a legal fpirit,

and various other caufcs ; and a concern for their

iidification cails Joudly for the exercife of prudence
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and patience. It is probably to this yielding, ac-

commodaiing difpofition, the apoftle alludes in the

following paffage :
—" Unto the Jezv^ I became as a

Jew; that 1 might gain the Jexi}. To the toeak^ I

became as zoeak ; that I Wuight gain the weak, I am-

made all things to all vien ; that I might by all means

Jave fomeJ"

4. The (teward is in all refpecis reTponfible to

him by whom he was called to the oxFice. Ke is

anfwerable for Qvtry part of his conduB; not only

for the difpofition of his mailer's goods, but al fo

for his behaviour towards the iricmbers of the

houfe. An imprefTion of our refponfibility as offi-

cers in the family of Jefus, ought to reign fupreme

in our hearts, and roufe to the mod diligent dif-

charge of every duty. It is the polar ilar, to which

every adminiilration, both public and private,

ought unvaryingly to centre. The great ruler of

the houfe, in commiiting the treafure to his difFcr-

ent Rewards, pofiti vely commands, " Occupy until

I come ;" when the reckoning will be required.

While this conhderation calls to unwearied dili-

gence in difcharging the duties of our high voca-

tion, it alfo requires the moll rigid impartiality in

difpcnfing.the myfteries of the kingdom. Solemn,

awful confi deration ! For each didribution of this

Cacred provifion ; for every admiHion to, or exclu-
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Son from, the privileges of the houfe, v/e muft give

account to Him, whofe eyes are as a Jlame of fire ;

who is now our omnifcient witnefs ; who will fhort-

\y appear as our impartial Judge, and render^ to ev-

ery man according to his xuork. This all-rolemn re-

fleQion did the great God, our Saviour, frequently

revive in the rainds of his apoftles; and by it ad-

nioniihed them to unwearied induftry and zeal in

his fervice. '' Behold I come quickly : Hold [aft that

zuhich thou hafl. Watch ye^ therefore^ for ye know

not -what hotir your Lord cometh. Let your loins he

girded ahout^ and your lights burnings and ye your-

fclves like unto men that ivait for their Lord,'* This

awful reflection did the great apoftle urge pov/erful-

ly on Timothy, his Ton; and through him on the

fervants of the crofs, in every {'acceeding age : " /

charge thee^ therefore^ before God and the Lord Jefus

Chrifij who fhall judge the quick and the dsad, at his

appearing and kingdom ; preach the xuord ; do the

work of an evangelifi ; make full proof of thy min-

xjlry."

5. The fteward naturally expe6ts a fuitable re-

ward for his fervices. He looks up to the propri-

etor of the houfe for an honorable compenfation.

In this refpe6t, our divinely gracious mafter ha»

given the ftewards in his family the molt abundant

D
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foul-fupporting encouragement. While be fore-

warned us, without refervejof all the pain, the pov-

erty, the reproach, the perfecution, which might be

expeBcd ; that we fliould be hated of all mtn Jor

his name's fake ; defpifed by the gay, as gloomy

and melancholy ; ridiculed by the worldly wife, as

ignorant and enthufiaftic; reproached by the great,

as mean and contemptible ; difdained by the car-

nally fecure^ as difiurbing the peace of fociety, as

turning the zuorld upfde dovjn ; he encourages, a-

midfl: all this contempt, with the profpe8: of an ex-

ceeding and eternal weight of glory. " There is no

man, that hath forfaken,'' is his own declaration ; a

declaration, full of condefcenfion on his part—full

of confolation on ours :
" There is no man, that hath

forfaken hoifes, or brethren, or lands, for my fake and

the gofpel, hut heJJiall receive an hundredfold ; nozv^

in the prefent time, with perfecutions ; and in the

world to come, eternal life.'' Does our profeflion

expofc to outward poverty ? He promifes in rever-

fion his own 2t7ifearchahle riches. Are we called to

take up our crofs ? This will fliortly be fucceeded

by a crown incorruptible. Does our mafler call to

unwearied diligence, to be inflant in fafon and

out of feafon ? This fhail be rewarded by an eter-

nity of eafc and enjoyment. " Theyfiall reflfrom

their labors. ,
To him that overcometh, I zuill give to

fit dozvn with me on my throne." How did the foul
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of the great apoftle fwell beyond the chains of per-

iccution, and rife fuperior to all oppofitionj while

he contemplated that glory which was afterwards to

to be revealed. This profped feemingly foftcned

the rigors of fatigue, gilded the gloom of the dun-

geon, blunted the edge of the fword, quenched the

violence of flames, and brightened with the light

of heaven the dark vale and fliadow of death.

" None of theje things trouble me ;" not all that their

ingenuity can devife, or their power perpetrate :

'' Neither hold I my life dear ; that I may fnifi my

eoiirfe xvithjoy, and the 7niniflry which 1 have receive

ed of the Lord Jefus^ to declare the grace of God, If

ive be dead with him, we fliall alfo live with him ; if

zue fuffer with him^ we fhall alfo reign -with him"

Equal to the bold, dignified challenges of his life,

ivere the triumphs of his dying hour. " I am now

ready to be offered ; and the time of my departure is

at hand"

Compared with thefe, how bafe, how con-

temptible, have been the iait expreflions of thole

admired as heroes, as poets, as philolophers ; of

thofe who by their valour have rifen to empire, or

by the efforts of genius have borne away the palm

of literary fame. ^'^ I have fought a good fght : I

have fni/Iied my coiirfe : I have kept the faith.

Henceforth there is laid up for me a orown of right-
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eoufnefs^ which the Lord^ the righteous judge^ Jkall

give me at that day ; and not to me only^ but to all

them that love his appearing"

The application Aiggefted by this do£lrine, \%

equally obvious and interefling.

1. Since the gofpel of Jehovah is a myftery,

its negle8; or oppofition, by an ungodly age, and

even by the worldly wife* of that age, is caufe,

neither of furprife, nor difcouragement. " The
preaching of the crofs is, to them that perifh, fooU

ifhnefs." " Chrift crucified," in every period of

the world, has been to many, *'a ftone of llumbling,

and a rock of offence ; the favour of death unto

death." The reafon is obvious. The human un-

* The author, by no means, acknowledges, that the pre-

ponderancy of natural talents, or acquired learning, is, or has

been, on the fide of infidelity ; becaufe the contrary is faft. The
living God, in righteous fovereignty, may fuflfer many, who are

carnally wife, to become fcriptural fools ; yet in different ages, I

may add, in every age, fome who have afcended the very fum-

mit of literary eminence, have believed, and advocated our holy

religion. Chrillianity can number among her fons, a Gro-

tius, a Newton, a Boyle, a Bacon, a Locke, a Milton, an Ad-
difon ; who, for every accomplilhment, both natural and ac»

quired, may be pronounced the brighteft ornaments of human
nature. Thefe illuftrious men, although they entertained differ-

ent fentiments refpcfling particular do(5lrines of fcripture, yet

cordially concurred in receiving it as a revelation from heaven,

and in recommending it as worthy of all acceptation. Even in our
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derftanding is naturally blind, and cannot; of itfelf,

difcover his excellence or glory. The man with-

out eyes, cannot difcern the light of the fun, or ad-

mire the beauty of colours : He who is deftitute of

hearing, cannot be charmed with the melodies of

mufic : Having loft the fenfe of fmelling, he is in-

capable of relifhing the fragrance of the rofe. As

in natural, in fpiritual things alfo, fenfes muft bfc

pofTefTed, fuitable to the objeQs to be difcerned.

*' The natural man receiveth not the things of the

fpirit of God : They are fooiiftinefs unto him :

Neither can he know them, becaufe they are fpirit-

ually difcerned.'* Whatever diverfity may appear

own age, which a noted blafphemerf of the Saviour's crofs has

complimented as the age of reafon, hundreds can be found, natu-

rally as rational as himfelf, and whofe reafon has not been prof-

tituted by foul intoxication, who believe that all fcripture is giv-

en by infpiration of God ; who have meeknefs and modefty e-

nbiigh to fit at the feet of Jefus» and adore thofe myfleries of his

gofpel, which they are unable fully to comprehend.

t The allufion to Thomas Paine, the author of the " Age

of Reafon," is too obvious to require explanation. 1 (hall, there-

fore, tranfcribe the very words of a mafterly defender of the

Chriftian faith, refpefting that retailer of infidelity. " As to

Paine, he is well known to have been a profane fwearer and

drunkard. We have evidence upon oath, that religion was his

favorite topic when intoxicated."

Fuller*s Cofptlits own WUnefs.'—Condu8 of helisi'trs

and unbelkvirs.—Page 9^.
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among men naturally, fome poiTeffing IcfTer, 'others

larger capacities ; whatever difference may arife

from the advantages of education ; in fpiritual

things all are equally blind, until enlightened by

Jehovah the Spirit. " For it is written—'^ I will

deftroy the wifdom of the wife, and bring to no-

thing the underftandingof the prudent." " Where
-is the wife man ? Where is the fcribe ? Where is

the difputer of this world ? Hath not God made
foolifh the wifdom of this world ?" True it is, emi-

nence of natural genius, improved by liberal learn-

ing, and fanclified by the fpirit of wifdom, give aii

immenfe fuperiority. Poffeffed of fuch qualifica*

tions, the man is capable of fearching more tho-

roughly the my fteries of redemption; of pointing

out their confiRence with the divine chara8.er and

government; of arranging their doQrines, and (i-

iencing the cavils of unbelievers. But firft he

iDufl: learn of the Father : Like a ftar of larger fize,

he may fliine with fuperior luitre ; but he himfelf

muft firfl be enlightened by the Sim of RighUouf-

nefs,

2. We learn from this paffage, what are thofc

truths which ought principally to occupy our atten-

tion ; which (liould conftitute the great theme of

our private ftudies, and public adminiflration ; the

plain, peculiar doctrines of the crofs ; the fimple
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truths of revelation ; neither recommended by hu-

man wifdom, nor accommodated to human prejudice

or corruption. We are appointed Itewards, not of

the.learning of the fchools; notof the difcovcries of

philofophy ; not of the charms of moral I'pccuia-

tion ; but oj the myjierics of God, . Thefe it be-

comes us humbly to improve, as fmners, that re-

quire a free falvation. Thefe it becomes us to

difpenfe, with all fimplicity, to that houfehold

over which " the Holy-Gholl hath made us over-

feers." This is the provifion, which the glorious

proprietor hath committed to our trull: And to be

addrefTing our hearers with harangues merely mo-

ral, with refined fentiments, or learned fpeculatlons,

would be to offer Imjks^ orJlubble, or ftraw, while

in our Father's houfc is bread immortal and divine.

Thefe obfervalions, however fam^iiiar, cannot be

too frequently re3lifcd : I'hey were, peihaps, never

inoie important, nor more feafonable, than in the

age in which we live. There is an uncommon af-

fe8ation, at prefent, to fafliion the gofpel of Jefus

after the wifdom of the world. Is not natural reli-

gion frequently recomnjcnded, to the degradation

of revealed ? Are not virtue, morality, good-will to

all, laviflily extolled j while the cardinal doftrines,

of peace with God, through the crofs of Immanuel

;

jullification, through his eternal righteoufnefs ; re-

generation and fanQification, by the efficacy of his
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^racc, arc overlooked, if not reje6led ? A late wri-

ter, with more hardihood than ufual, has afcribed

the alarming progrefs of infidelity to the preaching

of the peculiar doftrines of chriftianity. On this

affertion, fuffice it to remark, that the difcovery has

been made lince the age of the apoftles, and is taught

by another infpiration than the Holy-Ghoft. They

fpake " the wifdom of God in a myftery :" They

** determined to know nothing but Jelus Chrift, and

him crucified :" They preached not in " the enti-

cing words of man's wifdom ; left the crofs of

Chrift fhould become of none efFe£l ;" but in the

•'words which the Holy-Ghoft teacheth ; compar-

ing fpiritual things with fpiritual." And the fa6l is

too notorious to be denied, that when their fucceff-

ors endeavored to recommend themfelves, by blend-

ing philofophy with divinity ; the gofpel of Jefus

with the learning of the fchools ; purity of dodrinc

degenerated in the church,* and living godlinefs

languished in the heart. The experiment is equally

* The author takes the liberty of inferting the following

remark, of the very learned and judicious Dr. Owen ; and the

remark is the mure entitled to our attention, as it is founded

upon undeniable h6i. In his hiftory of the herefies which early

reproached the church, and the caufes which produced them, he

adds—** The pretended defence of truth, with arts and arms of

another kind than the fimple application of fcripture, has been

the bane of religion, and loft the peace of chrifti^Ans beyond re-
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blafphemoiis and vain, to attempt amendin<T the wif-

dom of Jehovah by the wifdom of mortals. Em-
boldened, therefore, by apoflolic example, and en-

coiiraged by apoftolic fuccefs, let us determine to

rejoice in nothing as men, to proclaim nothing as

minifters, h\ii Jefus Chrift^ and him crucified; to

covery ; and it may be obferved, that whilfl this way alone, the

ufs of fcriptiire for the prefervation of truth, was infifted on,

that although innumerable herefies arofe one after another, they

never made any great progrefs, nor attained unto any fuch con-

fiuency as to make a ftated cppofition to the truth ; but the er-

rors themfelves, and their authors, were as vagrant meteors,

which appeared a little and vaniflied away. Afterwards it was

not fj, when oiher ways and means, for the fupprefiion of here-

fies, were judged cohvenrent and needful. The Lord Chrift,"

adds this illuflrious champion, in language full of confolation

and triumph, *' The Lord Chjirt, continuedi his word, with the

faithful minidry, to reveal, declare and vindicate the facred

truth, for the convifdon of gainfayers ; and if we are not want-

ing to our duty, through the aids of divine grace promifed us,

we (hall finally triumph in this caufe, and tranfmic this truth, in-

violate, to them th^r fucceed us in the prcfetTIon of it."

Owens preface to his " Perfon and glory of Cbrifi.^'

To this may be added, the remarks of a late, very elegant,

and inj^enious author. After pronouncing the peculiar doc-

nir.es of the crcfs to have been the great engine of reformation,

he laments our prefent departure from thefe doArines ; and rep-

refents cur prefent degeneracy of pra&ice, as the immediate

confequence of fuch departure. " They profefs to make it their

chief obje(!l to inculcate the moral and practical precepts of chrif-

tiar.ity, without fufHcienil/ maintaining, oftsa without juftly

E
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Vfield, in our waifarc, thofc weapons which are not

carnal^ h\ii fpriiual ; and then we may confidently

truft, that they will be mighty through God^ for the

converfion and falvation of fouls.

Let none conclude from thefc obfervations,

that the religion of nature is renounced, or the ex-

cellence of morality denied. Shall we be charged

with defpifing the gentle flowings of the rivuiet,

merely becaufe we e.xprefs greater emotions at the

more majeftic movements of the ocean ; or with rc-

jeBing the light of the {tars, becaufe we kindle with

greater admiration at the more daxling glories of

the fun ? We preach the neccfTity of love to God,

not indeed as the foundation of our acceptance,

but the effed of his love^, Jhining in ike face of Jefui

Chrijl, We profefs the nccefliiy of rcpentancQ, al-

though not the condition of our reconciliation, yet

as a grace, wrought in the heart, by the Holy

Ghoft. We exhibit the moral law, not indeed to

laying, the p;r.ind foundation of tlie finner's acceptance with

God, or pointing out how the practical precepts oi chriftianity

grow out of her peculiar doiftiines, and are inleparably conne(51ed

with them. By this fatal ertor, the very j'.enins and effeutial

mature of chriilianity underwent a change, olie no longer re-

Uined her peculiar charatfter, or produced that appropriate frame

of fpirit, by ivhich her fcUo'.vers had been cliarac^eiifed."
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be obeyed for falvation, but as fullillcd in its pre-

cept by the life^ as fatisfied in its penalty by the

deaths of the everlafting furety, and now propofed

as the rule of our obedience in his hand. We
inaintain the excellence of morality, of love to

God, of good will to men, although not as procu-

fing the favor of the Eternal, yet as bleffed confe-

quences af our union to the Son of God, and influ-

ences derived from him, as our ever-living Head.

We acknowledge the charms of virtue, of patience

under fuffering, of forgivenefs to thofe who injure

us, of compaflion towards our fellow-mortals in dif-

irefs : But this virtue, this patience, this forbear-

ance, thefe compafiions, like ^o many plants of

righteoufnefs, mull grov/ on Calvary, and be nour-

i-fhed with the blood of its crofs. " Do we then

make void the law through faith ? God forbid ;

yea, we eftabliOi the lav>?."

3. W^e learn from this doQrinc, the impor-

tance of being wholly occupied in the duties of our

ofHce ; of being employed, either privately cxplo-

ring thefe myfteries of the kingdom, or publicly

diftributing them to the neccffities of the family.

It is caufe of humiliation and grief, that many, who

were once foleinnly confecrated to the fervice of

ihe gofpel, afterwards relinquifh, in part, their oc-

cupation : They proHitute their time and talents to
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purpofes widely different and inferior. One be-

eomes eaibarraffed with the cares of this world
;

another affumes the ftatefman, by engaging in po-

litical difcufTions ; another is involved in philo-

fophical refearch, or in fome otiier purfuit, foreiga

to his miniftcrial office. Thcfe excrcifcs, as ap-

plied to the fpiritual (teward, may be pronounced

Jiriving^ hut not lawfidly. Thus to be occupied, is

indeed running a race, but wandering from the path

which leads to the prize. '* No man that warreth,

entangleth himieif with the cares of this life ; that

he may pleafe him who hath called him to be a fol-

dier.'* What ! are not the myfteries of Jehovah

incarnate, and our redemption through his bloody

fufficicntly ennobling to occupy our individed at-

tention ? Here is range, ample, unbounded range,

for the mofl fpcculative underftanding, for the

mofl excurfive imagination. What nobler fubjcQ;

can occupy the refearch of mortals, than the myftc-

ry of a triune^ Jehovah : Three in One :

One in Three ? What more exalted theme thaa

God, manifejlcd in the Jlejti ? That matchlefs, myf-

terious name, fo full of grace^ fo full of glory^ Im-

MANUEL ; Uniting in itfelf, the uncreated, eternal

excellencies of the God; the finite, frail properties

of the man ? What fubjeft more elevating in itfelf,

more interefting to us, than the fubftitution of the

eternal Son in our covenant room ? He condemn-
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ed^ that we might be acquitted ? lie a roan of for-

rows, that we might partake ineffable joy ? The

Son degraded to the condition of a fervant, that

the flave might be promoted to the dignity of fons I

Myfteries thefe, which the intelle^l of Gabriel,

however enlarged, is too contraQed to compre-

hend ; and after the refearch of eternity, fliall not

be fully explored. How dignified in itfelf ; how-

appropriate to every ambalTador of Jefus^ was that

refoiution of the apoftle—" What things were gaim

to me ;" whatever might fubfcrve my worldly eafe

or interefl ; whatever might promote my reputa-

tion as a fcholar and pbilofopher ; ^* thefe I counted

lofs for Chrift." We behold the illuftrious cham-

pion, taking each external advantage, nobly facrifi-

cing it on the crofs of calvary, and defiring to glo-

ry in nothing but Jefuo Chri/l, and him crucijicd.

That fame m.iniftry, which formed the delight, the

boaft, of his own foul, he powerfully'* prcfTed upon

* The obligations Impored on candidates for the miniftrv

in the Epifcopal church, fo rcpkte with found inftruftion, and

fo pertinent to our prefent purpofe, cannot be improperly in-

ferted. " They are required to have always painted on their

remembrance, how great a treafure was committed to iheir

charge ; and to apply themfe'tves, wholly, to this one thing, and

to draw all their cares, and (Indies this way, and to this end ;

and that by tleir daily reading and weighing: the fcriptures, they

will ftudy to wax riper and ilronj^r in the miniftry."

J^ui net's Paftoral Care.—Y:.'^^ 85.
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Timothy his fon :—« Till 1 come, give attention

to reading, to exhortation, to do£lrine. Negleft

not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by
prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the

prefDytery. Meditate on thefe things
; give thyfelf

wholly to them; that thy profiling may appear unto

all."

Permit me, reverend Fathers and Brethren, to

trefpafs longer on your patience, by adverting to

the high dignity and awful folemnity, of this ftev/^

ardTnip, committed to our irufl. How honorable

the condition of being workers together with Jeho»-

vah^ in that mod fublime, mod aflonifhing, of his.

purpofes, the recovery of a perifhing world ! To
fland as ambafTadors for the King of Kings.; and

by all the majelty of his authori-ty, by all the en^

dearments of his grace, entreat nnners to be recon-

ciled, to believe, and repent, and be faved! " The

miniftry of reconciliation is given us." In holy

admiration, may not each of us exclaim—Lord,

v^hat am I, that I fhould he thus diftinguiflied ; that,

to mc the unfearchable riches fliould be entrufted ?

In holy gratitude, may we not adore with the apof-

tle, '- I thank- Chrift Jefus our Lord," that, weak as

] an), worlhlefs as I am, " he hath accounted me-

faithful; putting me into the miniflry :" He hath

commixtecl to me that ireaTare, by which my own
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foul may be enriched, and which enriches to im-

mortal glory, all who receive it ! That Jehovah
ihould fave any of our apoitate race, is a fubjed o£

wonder ; but that he ihould choofe one of this race

who is by nature equally guilty, equally polluted,

equally abominable, and appoint him the inflru-

ment of falvation to others, is a wonder that fur-

pafifeth : It is a myftery of fovereignty, of grace, of

condefcenfion, which excites our gratitude now,

and mud iill all heaven with admiration throuph e-

ternity. " O, the depth of the riches, both of the

wifdom and knowledge of God ! Uow unfearcha-

ble are his judgments, and his ways pad finding

out ! For of him, and through him, and to him, are

all things; to whom be glory forever. Amen."

Again, bear with me, w^hile we rene6l on the

awful loiemnity of our office. To us, the fouls,

the precious fouls of men, are now committed ;

and at our hands, if indolent or unfaithful, their

damnation will finally be charged. Are we duly

"imprefred with this all-folemn confideration ? Do
we occafionally throw our eyes over our flock,

viewing each individual, each man, each woman,

under our care, as a truft committed us of the liv-

ing God ; as a candidate for an immortal deflin}',

either of glory, or of v/rath ? Are v/e watching over

them, '*' v/ith prayers and tears, night and day, as
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thofe who njuft give an account ; that we may do

it with jov and not with grief." Have we heen. in

no inflance chargeable, either through indifference

or untendcrnefs, with the complaint urged againft

the fhepherds of Ifrael ? " Ye eat the fat, and ye

clothe with the wool, bat ye feed not the flock.

The difeafed have ye not ftrengthencd ; neither

have ye healed that which was fick; neither have

ye bound up that which w^as broken ; neither have

ye brought again that w^hich was driven away ; nei-

ther have ye fought that which was loft." Are we

careful to recommend, by every part of our deport-

ment in private, thofe do6lrines which we announce

from the pulpit

—

'' Giving no offence in any thing,

that the miniftry be not blamed ; but in all things

approving ourfelves as the 'minifters of God ; in la-

bors, in watchings, by purenefs, by knowledge, by

long-fuffering, by kindnefs, by the Holy Ghoft, by

love unfeigned, by the word cf truth, by the armour

of righteoufnefs, upon the right hand and upon th's

left." If any man negle6l the great falvation, he

fhall not^ he cannot efcape : But the damnation of

the unholy, unprofitable fervant, muft be dreadful

beyond defcription. While he is doomed to en-

dure, in his own perfon, that worm which never

dies, and thofe flames which fhall never be quench-

ed ; that worm (hall be envenomed, thofe flames

infuriated, by the blafphcmies of othersj brought to
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perdition through his inattention and (loth. They

•\\'ill be eternally reviling him; gnafhing their teeth

upon him, as chargeable with their deftruBion, hy
not forewarning them of that place of torment. " O
Lord, who is fufhcient for thefe things ? O Lord,

enter not into judgment with thy fcrvant; for in thy

fight fhall no flefh be juftified."

ImprefTed with thefe confiderations, does it not

become us to awake from our floth ; to throw off

every weight, whatever might embarrafs us in dif-

charging the duties of our high vocation ; to keep

every gift, every grace, in conftant, vigorous exer-

cife ; to occupy, with unremitting diligence, each

momentof our time? Accurfed be thatprefent eafe,

which is indulged at the peril of never-ending pain.

Let that gain be rejected, as worfe than lofs, which

is obtained at the hazard of our own damnation, or

the damnation of thofe committed to our care.

—

May thofe moments peridi from the record of our

lives, which are wafted in idlenefs, in amufements,

in worldly company, or worldly avocations; while

our brethren by nature are finking a prey to de-

vouring flames. Let thofe honors wither in eter-

nal di (grace, which are fought in purfuits foreign to

our minifterial profeflion, while men are perifiing^

for whom Chri/l died ; men who might have eternally

adorned his mediatorial crown. By all the value
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of our own fouls •, by all the value of the fouls of

others ; by the compafTions of a bleeding Saviour;

by the folemnities of his fecond appearing ; by the

terrors of being cajl^ as improjitable Jcrvants, into

outer darknefs^ while others, our inferiors, it may be,

in age, and opportunity, and office, are welcomed
lo the joys of their Lord ; let us be roufed to preach

the word ; to reviain injlant, in fcafon^ and otU oj/ea-

fon J to make full proof of our minijlry. The Lord c-

nable us all fo to run, that we may obtain the prize.

May he render us inftrumental in turning many to

righteoiifnefs ; that through the riches of his grace,

-we md.y Jhine as jiars^ and funs^ in his everlafling

kingdom.

Called to be a fteward of the myfteries of

God, I conclude, offering them to the reception of

the family prefent. By the authority of the great

Lord of the houfe, I this moment unlock thefe

treafures, thefe inexhauftible treafures, and tender

them for the ufe, the enjoyment, of every man, of

every woman, in this affembly. Art thou in pov-

erty ? I prefent thee unfearchable riches. Art

thou naked ? 1 offer thee incorruptible clothing ;

robes of everlafting righteoufnefs. Art thou in

want ? I tender thee immortal bread ; that bread,

of which he who partakes fhall hunger no more.

Art thou in debt, bound over to the curfe of a bro-

ken covenant? 1 announce the jubilee of releafe :
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I offer thee a pardon, written in the blood of God,

and fealed by a triune Jehovah. Art thou un-

worthy ? I am warranted to tender all, of grace,

free grace, abfolute grace, unconditional, unmerit-

ed grace. All thefe treafurcs of the kingdom, pre-

ciou.s as they are, coftly as they were to the eternal

furety ; all thefe treafures are as free to thee, as the

grace of Jehovah can render them, or the lips of

Jehovah can pronounce them. Would to God, I

could prevail with you to receive them ! Would to

God, 1 could perfuade every male, and every fe-

male ; the bond and the free ; the black and the

white ; the more pure and the more profligate ; to

draw near, and accept this great falvation. " The

Spirit and the Bride fay ^ come : Let him that hearetk

Jay^ come : Let him that is athir/l, come ; and whofo-

ever xoilly let him take the water oj life^freely,'' ^''Ws

are avihajfadors for Chrijl ; as though God did be-

feech you by us ; zue pray you in ChrifVs fiead ; be yQ

reconciled to God»''

Now to Him that is able to do exceeding a-

bundantly, above all that we can afk or think; to

this Lord Jefus, who purchafed, with the eternal

Father, who eleBed, and the ever-bleffed Spirit,

^vho applies ; the Author of all grace in time, and

of all glory through eternity ; be afcribed woifliip

and adoration, now and everlaftingly. Amen.
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